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 Welcome  

 

Call To Worship (responsive) 

One: God is calling. Do we not hear? We are being called by name, and for a purpose. 

All: God, you have searched us and known us. You discern our thoughts from far 

away. 

One: Let us not confuse the siren calls of the world for God’s call. Let us not confuse the 

values of this world with God’s values. 

All: You know, O God, when we sit and when we stand. You know when we lie down 

and where we go. 

One: Our words and our deeds are known to God. We were known to God even before we 

were born. 

All: God, your knowledge of us is more than we can understand. Your thoughts em-

brace us, in the midst of all that you have created. 

                                                                                                                    

Songs                                                           “Who You Say I Am”                                            Fielding/Morgan 
 

Who am I that the highest King 

Would welcome me. 

I was lost but He brought me in 

Oh, His love for me. 

Oh, His love for me. 

Who the Son sets free, 

Oh is free indeed. 

I'm a child of God, 

Yes I am. 

Free at last, 

He has ransomed me, 

His grace runs deep. 

While I was a slave to sin, 

Jesus died for me. 

Yes He died for me. 

Who the Son sets free, 

Oh is free indeed. 

I'm a child of God, 

Yes I am. 

In my Father's house 

There's a place for me. 

I'm a child of God, 

Yes I am. 

I am chosen, not forsaken. 

I am who You say I am. 

You are for me, not against me. 

I am who You say I am. (repeat) 

                                                                                     (cont. on next page) 

 



(Oh) (Yes) I am who You say I am. 

 

Who the Son sets free, 

Oh is free indeed. 

I'm a child of God, 

Yes I am. 

In my Father's house 

There's a place for me. 

I'm a child of God, 

Yes I am.                                           

In my Father's house 

There's a place for me. 

I'm a child of God, 

Yes I am.   

 

“                                                                             “Center”                                                            Redman/Hall 
 

(chorus) Oh, Christ, be the center of our lives, 

Be the place we fix our eyes, 

Be the center of our lives. 

 

And You're the center of the universe 

Ev'rything was made in You, Jesus. 

Breath of ev'ry living thing, 

Ev'ryone was made for You, 

You hold ev'rything together, 

You hold ev'rything together. 

 

(chorus) 

 

We lift our eyes to heaven, 

And we wrap our lives around Your life, 

We lift our eyes to heaven, to You. (yeah) 

 

(chorus) 

 

Center of our lives. 

And turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

And look full in His wonderful face. 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

                                                         
 

Call To Confession 

 

 

 



Prayer of Confession (unison) 

 God of grace and mercy, you have called us “beloved,” but we have refused to believe it. 

You have called us to follow, but we have dragged our feet. You give us promise of your gracious 

presence,  but we forget to look for you – until we are backed into a corner.  You are all the 

strength we need, but we exhaust ourselves – trying to be in charge. Deliver us from the depths 

of our despair; mend our broken hearts and defeated spirits, and teach us how to be your 

faithful disciples. Save us again by your forgiving love, shown to us in Jesus Christ.... 

 

Silent Prayer of Confession        

  

Words of Assurance 

 

Prayer For Illumination (unison) 

 Gracious Law-giver and great God of the Prophets, whose all-seeing eye has sought s out and 

whose voice has called us into the community of faith: We have come together this day, drawn 

irresistibly to the promise of your presence, and by the gracious persistence of your call.  Your 

expectations of us are high and holy; help us to listen – because we need to hear, and to heed – 

because you are worthy of our obedience. Confront us here with eternal verities and relevant 

truth, that we might clearly discern our mission and courageously speak your Word to a wait-

ing world; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings                                                                               Ephesians 6:10-11 

                                       Judges 13:2-5, 14:5b-9, 16:28-30 

Ephesians 6:10-11 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that you 

may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  

 

Judges 13:2-5 

There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. His wife was barren, 

having borne no children. And the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Although you 

are barren, having borne no children, you shall conceive and bear a son.  Now be careful not to drink wine or 

strong drink, or to eat anything unclean, for you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor is to come on his 

head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth. It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand 

of the Philistines.”  

 

14:5b-9 

When he came to the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion roared at him. The spirit of the Lord rushed 

on him, and he tore the lion apart barehanded as one might tear apart a kid. But he did not tell his father or 

his mother what he had done. Then he went down and talked with the woman, and she pleased Samson. After a 

while he returned to marry her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and there was a swarm of 

bees in the body of the lion, and honey.  He scraped it out into his hands, and went on, eating as he went. 

When he came to his father and mother, he gave some to them, and they ate it. But he did not tell them that he 

had taken the honey from the carcass of the lion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



16:28-30 

Then Samson called to the Lord and said, “Lord God, remember me and strengthen me only this once, O 

God, so that with this one act of revenge I may pay back the Philistines for my two eyes.” And Samson grasped 

the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his right hand on the 

one and his left hand on the other.  Then Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” He strained with all 

his might; and the house fell on the lords and all the people who were in it. So those he killed at his death were 

more than those he had killed during his life.  

 

Time For Children 
             

Message                       The Message of Samson                                               Dave Berkebile 

 

Hymn 442                          “Just As I Am, without One Plea”                                          woodworth 

 

 Just as I am, without one plea 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou biddest me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

Just as I am, thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come; I come!  

 

Dedicating Our Offerings 

 

Announcements and Prayer Concerns   

 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 



Hymn 695                               “Change My Heart, O God”                                     change my heart 

 

Change my heart, O God; make, it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; may I be like you.  

 

You are the Potter; I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 

 

Change my heart, O God; make, it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 

 

Charge and Blessing 

 

Song of Sending                                               “He Reigns”                                                        Furler/Taylor  

It's the song of the redeemed 

Rising from the African plain. 

It's the song of the forgiven 

Drowning out the Amazon rain. 

The song of Asian believers 

Filled with God's holy fire. 

It's every tribe every tongue, every nation; 

A love song born of a grateful choir. 

 

(chorus) It's all God's children singing: 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

He reigns, He reigns! 

It's all God's children singing, 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

He reigns,  He reigns. 

 

Let it rise above the four winds, 

Caught up in the heavenly sound. 

Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals 

To the faithful gathered underground. 

Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation, 

Some were meant to persist, 

Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples, 

None rings truer than this. 

 

(chorus 2 times) 
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Bridge Pastor:        Rev. Dave Lovelace  

   Email:  fpcpastor@firstpresnewark.org;  Phone:  302-368-5743 

Office Manager: Cindy Rogers 
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Music Leaders: Dave Baker, Karen Baker, Larry Benson, Jim Pierson-Perry, Melody Bock, Alex Bock, 

Mark Sisk 
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Phone:  302-731-5644 
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