
Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. In Person and 

online. 

 

We look forward to you 

worshipping with us!. 

 

November 2021 

Heart 
Beat 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street, Newark, Delaware 19711 

(302) 731-5644          fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we  

Worship, Grow and Serve. 

Online giving  

through          

PayPal  

https://

firstpresnewark.org/

giving-at-fpc-n/  

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCMgrt0yHvgO-

jUPphSOFgxxA 

 

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday                    

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Friday  

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church is again providing the Alternative Gift 

Market service.  You can satisfy your entire gift giving needs and 

help people all over the world.   

We provide this AGM gift service to make it easy for you to give 

meaningful gifts to friends, teachers and relatives, saving shopping 

trips, gift wrapping and shipping AND you are helping those who 

really need our support.   

We collect the money and provide gift cards, envelopes and inserts 

which describe each gift.  You are then set to send your gift card to 

your recipient.  And, the gift will be the correct size, too.   100% of 

the funds you give us are sent to the missions you designate. 

The Market will be held this year in our Narthex on the following 

dates:   Sundays, November 28 and December 12. 

If you have any questions, contact Sarah Huckleberry at 302-740-

7786, 

Give An AGM Gift  

This Christmas 

https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA


Faith During the Interim Process 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

As we hear Christ’s call for our lives and for this congregation, we embark on a new path: 

A path of faith. Throughout the life of a congregation the strongest indication of its health 

and strength is the faith of its people. Though we all like to believe that we can see the 

future—and if you are even slightly able to predict future market trends you can be rich—we literally don’t 

know if we will even be here tomorrow. And yet we, as a congregation, look to the future and pray that our 

church will do well. 

 

But how do we look to the future? I lived in the state of Missouri for many years while growing up. The motto 

of the state is “The Show Me State.” When I was younger I planned my future very carefully. It never 

occurred to me that I could not know what would happen to me the next day. But the truth is we cannot. So 

how then does a congregation plan for the future? 

 

As a group that has been called together by Christ we need to follow the one who called us. In the Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus shares with the disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, where he will be 

arrested, tried, mocked, and placed on the cross to die. A truly dismal future. The first time Jesus shares this 

news with the disciples, Peter rebukes him saying this can never happen. Jesus then tells Peter, “Get behind 

me Satan.” (Mark 8:33, Matthew 16:23, Luke 4:8). Jesus makes it clear that when we get out ahead of him we 

are making a grave mistake, as did Peter. Jesus Christ is the head of every Christian church and every church 

must bow to his leadership—or find itself in the same place Peter found himself. 

 

In Hebrews 11:1 we read perhaps one of the most succinct descriptions of faith as “the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” The assurance of things hoped for: we need to believe in our 

heart of hearts that God has a plan for us. It may feel like we are in a perilous time, as did the disciples when 

Jesus told them his destiny. And yet it is that destiny that led to the cross and death that led to life eternal. First 

Pres. Newark is not in such a perilous time but we are at a juncture and it is an important one. 

 

In such times, anxiety can grip us and we begin to grasp at any straw we can find: we need to do this, we need 

to do that, we need to change the worship style, or even we are simply too old to do anything. If we can 

believe that God will assure us of that which we hope—to be a vital congregation joining voice with voice to 

praise the Lord through our challenges—we will do well. 

 

Can we drop our anxiety and learn to live in assurance of God’s plan, not ours? If we decide that we will live 

in that assurance, then the next part becomes the conviction of things not seen. This is the certainty that 

through Christ we will reach the new destination that God has planned for us, though we have no idea now 

what it is! 

 

But who is to help us focus our efforts? Who will help us find that depth of faith? Who will guide us to seek 

that path? It’s not the pastor! What, you might say, then why did we call him? I am here with you, but it is all 

of us working together who must seek the path that God holds for us. In the Presbyterian church, the session is 

the group that is called to lead the congregation in this effort of seeking God’s path. 

 

 



As we move into the next page of this interim period, we will participate in a study called Vital Congregations. 

(You can look at the program by going to: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation

-and-evangelism/vital-congregations/resources-from-the-office-of-vital-congregations/) 

The Vital Congregations program begins by having the church seek to (re) build authentic relationships of 

faith. We will embark on an honest assessment, capture our unique stories, confess our realities, and discern 

the Spirit’s call to action. From this we will determine a course for our church according to one of three 

approaches:  

 

1.  Re-forming churches—re-envision and change how we are church together through the Seven 

Marks of Congregational Vitality  

 

2.  Missional Clustering of churches—revitalize by clustering congregations into new communities of 

worship and ministry  

 

3.  Death and Resurrection of churches—revitalize by grace and gratitude in the death and legacy of a 

congregation, in witness to the resurrection  

 

We will begin together in prayer to deepen our faith that we may let the one who has called us, Jesus Christ, 

lead us out of anxiety and into a new day. Please remember that Abraham and Sarah were called by God to go 

to a new place, which they had no idea where it was. They were in their 90’s when called, a bit older than most 

of us. They chose to heed God’s call and in their old age they set out and found their promised land. 

 

That land is out there for us as well. It will not come by our getting out ahead of Jesus but it will be found 

when we decide to follow Him.  

 

God bless you, 

 

Pastor Eric 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/vital-congregations/resources-from-the-office-of-vital-congregations/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/vital-congregations/resources-from-the-office-of-vital-congregations/


Worship 

Chancel Flowers Update 

for 2022 

 Flowers can be dedicated in honor 

or memory of family, friends and 

loved ones.   If you have a specific 

date you wish to  reservice, please 

           call early!     

Beginning January 1, 2022, Cost will be $31.00 for two.    

You are welcome to take flowers home after worship on 

Sunday mornings, or we can deliver to a home bound 

member.   

Please contact the church office at 731-5644 or email 

Cindy at cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org to sign up.  

The Worship Committee is 

pleased to announce that 

Communion by  intinction 

will return on Sunday,            

November 7th. 

Masks will be required  to 

go up to receive communion.   Those                  

uncomfortable will still have the option to pick 

up communion cups at the entrance.   

Veteran’s Sunday  

Sunday,  

November 14th 

 

We will be honoring  all that have served. 

Please inform the church office of your service 

branch in our military if you wish to be listed 

in the bulletin as part of honoring the Veterans 

that morning.   

Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday, November 21st  

After the 10:00 service.    

Come join us as we decorate the  

Sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas         

Season.  Lots of volunteers needed! 

November 7th  

 

Chesapeake Silver Coronet and 

Brass Band  

25th Anniversary Concert 

Sunday, November 21st 

at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Join with this national award winning 35-piece all brass           

British-style concert band for a joyous performance of          

Free will offering will be accepted. 



Deacons 

Stephen Ministry 

Stephen Ministry offers a proven and effective way to           

organize, equip, and supervise a team of congregation           

members—called Stephen Ministers—to provide high-quality, 

one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people in the congregation 

and the community experiencing life difficulties. 

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by their 

Stephen Leaders to offer care to people who are hurting. A Stephen Minister typically has one care receiver at 

a time and meets with that person once a week for about an hour.   

Care receivers are individuals in the congregation or community who are going through a crisis or life                

difficulty. Potential care receivers first meet with a pastor or Stephen Leader, who assesses their needs for care 

and matches them with a Stephen Minister. The caring relationship lasts for as long as the need persists. 

Stephen Ministry multiplies blessings throughout the church and community. 

• Congregations carry out Christ’s commandment to “Love one another as I have loved you” (John 

15:12 RSV) in a powerful and practical way. 

• Pastors have a team of gifted, trained, and committed lay caregivers ready to minister to hurting people.  

• Laypeople nurture and use their gifts in meaningful ministry, growing spiritually as they serve others. 

• People who are hurting have a caring Christian presence to provide emotional and spiritual support. 

In short, Stephen Ministry helps carry out the mission of the church. 

Our Leaders 

Doris Brewer—Administer for the Stephen Ministry at First Church and chair for the Leader’s meetings. 

Teacher for candidate Training, caregiver 

Nancy Stevens—The Stephen Ministry Treasurer, writer of minutes for Session. Referral contact for woman 

Care Receivers. Teacher for candidate Training, caregiver 

Lorraine Conner—Leader of Peer Support, Contributor to the holiday Bereavement group. Teacher for          

candidate Training, caregiver 

Nancy Boulden—Referral contact for women Care Receivers, Coordinator for prayer shawls, cozy cases and 

comfort quilt. Church communicator for the Stephen Ministry. Teacher for candidate Training, caregiver 

Greg Hills—Referral contact for Male Care Receivers, Education coordinator for Stephen Minister training 

and teacher. Leader of Peer Support, caregiver. 

 

Our Stephen Ministers:  Cathy Colbert, Nancy Black, Rhetta Brighton, Evelyn Hayes, Paula Honda, Nancy 

McIlvaine, Bruce Martin, Joan Martin, Jane Moore, Crystal Norman, Carlton Tappan and Laura Tuttle 

The Book of Order describes the ministry of deacons as one of compassion, witness and service . . . and falls 

under the heading of a caring ministry.  I think of Deacons as being the hands and feet of Christ, showing love 

and compassion to others, assisting others when help is needed.  To this end the Deacons of our church give 

rides to those who are in need, make visits and calls to congregants, and deliver flowers to those who are ill or 

grieving or celebrating a life event.  Deacons also take communion to those who cannot be in church to cele-

brate this special sacrament in person. It can be said that Deacons like to keep their finger on the pulse of the 

needs of the congregation and be of service where needed. 



Presbyterian Women 
 

 

The act of displaying kindness and concern for others is a hallmark of the Presbyterian Wom-

en’s organization. Here at FPC-N members of Presbyterian Women strive to demonstrate an 

attitude of caring by participating in various projects. Busy hands knit hats, baby blankets and 

prayer shawls that are donated to local children’s hospitals and mission organizations. Hundreds of “thinking 

of you” cards have been written and delivered to residents of local senior care facilities. Cards with messages 

of caring are sent to members of the congregation at the request of PW members. At a presentation of the 

partnership between New Castle Presbytery and the Association of Mam Christian Women for Development 

a free-will collection was donated to support projects from family gardens to livestock and water filters in 

the Western Highlands of Guatemala. You’ve probably seen the collection boxes in the Narthex and Memo-

rial Hall for pull tabs to support Ronald McDonald House and school supplies for Albert H. Jones Elemen-

tary school – oh, the school supplies we collected thanks to the generosity of our congregation. The success 

of this year’s Fall Festival will allow us to contribute generously to local missions that serve our community. 

And our yearly Thank Offering, collected from our PW members on behalf of Presbyterian Women, Inc., 

helps fund real solutions in the areas of health, education, economic development and the needs of women 

and children, locally, nationally, and internationally.  

We are thankful for the support of a caring congregation that enables us to fulfill a major purpose of Presby-

terian Women - To build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Church and witness-

es to the promise of God’s kingdom. 

Presbyterian Women is an organization open to ALL Christian women (FPC-N members and non-members). Circles meet on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month. For more information or to join, please call Ann Ferreira at 302-731-5489 or email 

pw@firstpresnewark.org. 

 

 

We would like to say “Thank You” to everyone for their generous donations to Presbyterian Women’s Fall 

Festival.  We were overwhelmed with the amount of donations received. Since we were unable to have May 

Fair in 2019 as planned due to COVID 19, Fall Festival was a wonderful celebration of fellowship as our 

Presbyterian Women were able to work together to raise money that benefits Newark Area Welfare               

Committee, Newark Empowerment and Hope Dining Room. Thank you to everyone who helped with our set

-up, greeting, manning booths and cleanup.  Many hands made things come together. 

Blessings, 

Rosemarie Beron & Anne Lewis 

   Co-chairs of Fall Festival 

 
 

Thanks to everyone who came out to the Fall Festival on Oct. 
9th.  It was an honor to have the opportunity to perform for you 
on the keys, especially after not performing in public for the past 

couple of years (due to the craziness).  It was a great morning/
afternoon. Many prints and CDs were sold – thank you all so 
much for the support. 



Children’s Learning 
 Greg Hills and Darlene Newsom 

The opening of Sunday school has been a tremendous success.  On the first         

Sunday, twelve children were present, five kindergarteners, two second graders 

and seven third to fifth graders.  We start each Sunday with a prerecorded mes-

sage from Pastor Eric which introduces the lesson.  Afterwards, we have the Bible lesson followed by a         

discussion and then provide accompanying activities.  The children seemed to enjoy being back in Sunday 

school, and all the adult volunteers have been so happy to see them again.   

With the holidays approaching, we do want to let everyone know the Sundays where there will be no Sunday 

school.  These are the Sundays we have not provided Sunday school in the past.  These Sundays are: 

November 28th 

December 26th 

January 2nd 

The Children’s Learning Committee wants to thank all parents and grandparents in supporting the opening of 

Sunday school.  And, we wish all families a joyous holiday season. 

The Children’s Learning Committee, 

Greg Hills and Darlene Newsom, Co-Chairs 

Pam Wunder, Carol Olson, Ann Roybal, Faithe Koser 

Janet Belles, Kathy Farnum, Ann Ferreira 

Nursery Update 
Faithe Koser 

 

The Church Nursery program opened Sunday, October 

17 with one student and three adults (all wearing 

masks).  Our student enjoyed exploring the materials 

including the small climber with sliding board, rocking 

horse and cars, trucks and airplanes.  He also listened 

to a short story about the first day of creation and how 

God used all the swirling colors to make day and night.  

We were amazed at how he cooperated with wearing 

his mask.  In the coming weeks, we will be rearranging 

the furniture and toys as we see how they are used.    

 

Beginning November 7, every Sunday one volunteer 

will join Julles Stevenson, our paid staff to teach the 

Bible story lesson and lead children in the craft about 

the lesson.  The volunteer team includes 4 adults who 

are vaccinated and have passed a background check 

and agreed to the FPC Child Safety Policy. 

Welcome Julles Stevenson as 

our new nursery worker here at 

FPC. 

Julles is a full time student at 

the University of Delaware 

where she studies biology.  She 

lives at home with her mother 

Jynx Stevenson, her sister Seona, two cats, and 

her adorable dog. 

 



Helping Hand….. 

Steve Hardwick 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Helping Hand’s collection in October.  We collected 25 bags of 
groceries and $170 in cash or checks.  These donations will help families in our community experiencing            
temporary food insecurity.   Your contributions are greatly appreciated.”  
 

November Collection—Sunday, November  28th—Meeting Ground 

Bags will be given out during service on November 21st.  Collections can be brought in anytime to the               

narthex and memorial hall.  Collection list will be in upcoming Communicator. 

 

Also welcome: checks, made out to: , "First Presbyterian Church”  Memo line:  “Meeting Ground" 
 
 

Hope  Dining Room ….. 

We will again be collecting socks for Christmas gifts for the clients.  We have Hope on            
December 13th. The collection will begin on November 14 and end December 5 so we can wrap 
the socks and have them ready for the 13th. There will be baskets in the narthex and at the office 
for your gifts.  We thank you for your gifts, they are truly appreciated. 

Willee and Paul Short-willeepauls@gmail.com 

Trustee 

Fall Campus  

Clean Up Day 

Saturday, November 13th                       

8:00am 

Rain date:  Saturday, November 20th 

Strengthening FPC/UD/Newark  

Community Linkages Working Team  
 

After brainstorming how to strengthen our linkages with 

UD, we’ve been invited  to join the Newark Community 

Conversations Series  planning group.  Set for a hybrid 

launch in January, this intergenerational series is expected 

to involve UD students and focus on how to talk with     

people who disagree with you. Based on feedback and 

what we learn from the meetings, we will continue to            

develop ideas for our FPC congregational                       

engagement.  

 

Please contact Francis or Pat if you are interested in              

joining our Working Team.  -- Francis Kwansa, Evelyn 

Hayes, Ann Roybal and Pat Nelson 

mailto:willeepauls@gmail.com


Upcoming Events and Activities 

Advent / December 2021 

 

November 21    Hanging of the Greens after the 10:00 service.    

November 28    First Sunday of Advent 

December 5    Second Sunday in Advent  

   7:00pm UD Chorale and Schola Cantorium “Carols by Candlelight”  

December 7  6:00pm Presbyterian Women Christmas Program 

     Concert-Sanctuary 

December 12    Third Sunday of Advent 

December 15  7:30pm Newark Community Band Concert 

December 19    Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   3:00pm Chesapeake Brass Band Concert 

December 24    Christmas Eve Service 

January 2    Removal of the Greens after the 10:00 service  

Watch for the “Thankful Tree” in the narthex!  Stop by, grab a leaf and let 

us know what you are thankful for! 

All month long we will be filling our tree with thanks during this Thanksgiv-

ing season. 

 

The children will also be filling their own tree in the lower sanctuary. 



Thank you…. 

• Many thanks to all the people who baked for the PW Fair. We were given the baked goods that were left 
and took them to Hope on that Monday to serve as our dessert. There were many smiles from the                  
clients who opened their bags.  We even have some things in our freezer for next month. A very big 
thank you from many happy clients.  Hope Dining Room Committee 

 

Christmas Memorials 2021 

The Christmas season is a time when people remember and honor loved ones.  Our 

church provides two opportunities to appreciate and recall special people during the 

holiday season. The traditional poinsettias will be in the sanctuary on December 

19th.  You may  pick up your poinsettia (s) after the Christmas Eve service you attend 

on December 24th. The cost for each poinsettia is $15.00.  An alternate choice will be 

to make a contribution to our local mission project, Habitat For Humanity.  You may pay 

with cash or check made payable to: First Presbyterian Church.  On the memo line of the check please 

indicate “Poinsettia” or “Local Mission.”   

Please complete the attached form.  Send the form and payment to First Presbyterian Church or place both in 

the offering plate by DECEMBER 10th.  All memorials received by the deadline will be acknowledged in the 

church bulletin.  If you have any questions, please call the church office at 731-5644. 

Your Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone/Email:   __________________________________________________________________  

I wish to:  _____    donate a poinsettia    _____    contribute to local mission 

Wording:  (Choose 1 per donation)    

 Given in memory of loved ones_____________________________________ 

 

 by _________________________________________________________ 

  

 Given in loving memory of _________________________________________ 

 

 by: ________________________________________________________ 

  

 Given in honor of________________________________________________ 

 

 By: ________________________________________________________ 

  

I will _____  will not _____ pick up my poinsettia (s) after the Christmas Eve service I attend.  



Our Christian Sympathy to the           

families of: 

 

• Richard Krall (Kathy Farnum’s          

father) who died 10/1 

• Tyler Lampe (Jennifer Dube’s 

cousin) who died 10/9 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 

The deadline for the  

December  

 Heart Beat is  

November 12 

1   Paul Biddle,  Barbara Ferris,  Denise Murray 

3  Martin Gronka 

4   Dick Hourigan, Melissa Hunting,  Tom Johnston 

5  Ethan Lee 

7   Don Blackburn, Melissa Huffman 

8   Molly Breffitt 

9   Steve Hardwick 

10   Sandra Prather 

11    Jane Moore, Chad Nelson 

12     Kathy Farnum 

13    Logan Blackburn, Cassie Malgiero, Vickie Pierson-Perry 

16     Russ Zehnacker 

18    Ron Mehan 

19  Anne Thomson 

20    Paula Honda 

22    Myrtle Matejski, Pam Wunder 

26  Polly Sheaffer, Carlton Tappan 

27  Janet Belles 

30 Sean Ferry 

November 4 

Bob & Sandy Wenner      

November 6 

Wayne & Sonia Choi      

November 7 

Jeff & Cindy Rogers      

November 8 

Greg & Shirley Hills      

November 18 

Joe & Lois Huggins      

November 23 

     Brian & Marie Cowgill      

November 24 

Robert & Laura Tuttle      

November 29 

Ron & Annette Mehan 
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Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m.  

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Eric Markman 

ericmarkman@firstpresnewark.org 

603-770-3239 

 

Worship Team 

Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader 

Steve Breffitt, Handbell Director 

Joe Huggins, Ron Olson and Bob Wenner, Head Ushers 

Paula Honda, Sign Language Interpreter 

 

 

 

Administration Team 

Cindy Rogers, Office Manager  

Bob Black, Treasurer 

 Nancy Lewis, Clerk of Session 

Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees 

John Bock, President, Westminster House 

Don Tancredi, Facilities Manager 

Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary  

Sandy Wenner & Pam Wunder  

Co-Moderators, Presbyterian Women 

 

Nursery Staff 

 

Mission Co-Workers 

South Sudan: Bob and Kristi Rice 

Israel & Palestine:  Doug Dicks 

 

Sister Congregation 

Dinanga Presbyterian Church 

Democratic Republic of Congo 


