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Sunday, October 3rd 

All who eat and drink without discerning the 

body, eat and drink judgment against                             

themselves.”                  (I Cor. 11:29)   

 

Come celebrate our oneness in Christ with all 

our brothers and sisters around the world.   

Fall Vespers  

Worship Service 

In the Remembrance Garden 

Sunday, October 17th—5:00 p.m. 

Online giving  

through          

PayPal  

https://

firstpresnewark.org/

giving-at-fpc-n/  

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCMgrt0yHvgO-

jUPphSOFgxxA 

 

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday                    

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Friday  

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

What does it mean to be a 
congregation, to be the body of Christ? 
Is it determined by the size of the 
church building, or the size of the 
congregation, is it the manner in which 
the congregation worships, could it be 
the hymns we choose or the style of 
music that is chosen? None of these 

define or necessarily help a congregation be the body of 
Christ on earth. During his whole ministry Jesus (John 
15:12) gives his followers only one commandment, "that 
you love one another as I have loved you.” Though it 
sounds simple yet to truly love one another in the same 
way that Christ loves us is a difficult task. And is 
especially difficult as we navigate through times of 
change.  

 

The earliest churches, founded by the Apostle Paul, found 

themselves caught in constant change, both within the 

church and in the world around them. They often found 

themselves in disagreement and conflict. Preserved in our 

Bible are some of the letters written by Paul (Romans, 1 

Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, etc.) to churches he 

helped found. The letters are often in response to letters 

that he has received from churches in conflict. In his letter 

to the congregation in Philippi (Philippians 2:1-5) Paul 

reminds the congregation to be of one mind, “If then there 

is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 

love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 

sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 

having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each 

of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 

others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus.” 

 

We (First Presbyterian Church, Newark) are in a time of 

change. It would be nice if we never had to change – but 

in this world and in our lifetimes it is unavoidable. Time is 

an ever-flowing stream, bringing with it changes both 

good and bad. We cannot step out of this stream, but we 

can either gather strength from it or we can exhaust 

ourselves trying to fight it.  

 

Can we also be instructed by Paul’s letters? The church 

Paul founded in Corinth often found itself in 

disagreement. In 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 he writes about 

the make-up of a congregation. He begins by stating, “For 

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so 

it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but 

of many.  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 

same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but 

the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, 

but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. together with it; if one member is honored, 

all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of 

Christ and individually members of it.” 

 

In chapter 13 Paul finishes by showing the 

Corinthians a better way to live together in Christ. 

Let us listen to part of his advice: If I speak in the 

tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have 

love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if 

I have prophetic powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 

so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I 

am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if 

I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not 

have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is 

kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, 

they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 

 

Can we, as the congregation that gathers at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Newark, live by Paul’s 

advice? Can we not insist on our own way; not be 

irritable or resentful; not rejoice in wrongdoing but 

rejoice in the truth? Change is inevitable, it sweeps 

through each of our lives, though our world, and yes 

even through our church. The challenge is how do 

we choose to address the change. Can we listen to 

the words of the one who came into our world, 

walked out dusty roads, taught us, healed us, and 

ultimately laid his life down for us or do we choose 

to do it on our own? Borrowing from Joshua 24:15 

let me say: “but as for me and my household, we 

will serve the Lord."  

 

In the Love of Christ, 

Pastor Eric 



Clerk’s Corner 
Nancy Lewis 

Session has been working to make our worshipping community a safe environment for our                             

congregation.  We are also working to make the recorded sessions more accessible. 

 

We plan on a Session retreat in October, and we are working to understand how to make our church a Vital 

Congregation.  As part of our process we welcomed Newark Methodist to a meeting to discuss the processes 

they are using to address these issues. 

 

We welcome your input and help in these plans.   In order to understand the needs of our congregation we 

recently sent out and compiled a questionnaire and are sharing the results with you in this newsletter. 

First Presbyterian Newark is working to be a: 

Nurturing Community in Jesus Christ, 

Reflecting God’s Love for the World 

as We Worship, Grow and Serve. 

 

Highlights from the September 30th meeting include: 

 Approving motions: 

• To join Vital Congregations for our visioning program.  More details will be coming soon. 

• A new Children’s and Learning safety policy and mask and vaccine requirements for      

Children’s learning programs. 

• New speaker system for sanctuary 

• Communion by intinction return to return November 7th 

• A Vespers worship service October 17th 

• The Deacons to start a Bereavement Support Group 

• To form a By-Laws Committee to review our current Bylaws for updates needed 

• Approved a Project Manager for a new office network system 

• Approved forming a UD/Newark Linkage Team 

• Approved sponsoring an Afghan family at FPC 

 

We currently meet on the Second Thursday of the month for our “MDM” Monthly discussion meeting and 

on the 4th Thursday of the month for our business meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Our Monthly Discussion Meetings 

have been focused on meeting with our boards and committees for the Session to discuss important issues of 

the church. 

 

You are always welcome to join us. 

 

Nancy Lewis   

Clerk of Session 

 

Our church has agreed to help sponsor a family arriving from                
Afghanistan.  We will be working with  Bill Getman and the                
“Hope House” as soon as the family arrives. 

First steps are to let us know if you are interested in helping, and then 
we will connect you with Jewish Family Services, which is the          
Delaware agency that helps refugees.  Please contact Nancy Lewis to 
sign up. 

There are many different types of help required, from stocking their 
home with toiletries, groceries and furniture, to giving them gift cards 
to Walmart, etc, or helping them with transportation to doctor visits or  
interaction with schools. Sometimes just listening is the help that is 
required.  These families typically arrive with nothing and they had no 
time to plan their departure, so their needs are great. 



First Presbyterian Church-Newark (FPC-N) 

Building Church Fellowship During Covid Survey Report 

September 27, 2021 

I. Background 

The FPC Communications Team conducted a survey of our church membership to update contact        

information and obtain input on current activities, desires for future work, and issues of concern. The 

survey was held during September 2-24, 2021 through on-line and written input, yielding a total of 69          

responses. 

 

II. Survey Results Summary 

The survey had nine questions, in addition to requesting updated contact information. Seven were       

multiple choice options and two requested input on topics of interest and concern. Additional input 

yielded names of members who desired pastoral contact and were forwarded to the appropriate person 

for attention. 

This section summarizes the results for the seven multiple choice questions. All results are given as the 

number of responses. Those with a decisive majority vote are highlighted in bold. 

 

Q2: What is the best way to contact you? 

Email  47 

Phone  17 

Text  13 

Postal Mail  4 

Total Respondents:  63 

Q3: Would you like a personal contact from the Pastor or someone from our church leadership? 

Pastor  5 

Elder  1 

Deacon 2 

Trustee 0 

No  59 

Total Respondents:  64 

Q4: Are you currently engaged in our worship services? 

Online    9 

In Person   39 

Both Online and In Person 17 

No     3 

Total Respondents:  66 

Q5: What activities would you like to see offered now or in the near future? 

Adult study   31 

Sunday school (child/youth) 34 

Weekly meditations  15 

Zoom discussion sessions 19 

Church Events    36 

In Person Meetings with meals  25 

Total Respondents: 58 

 



Q7: When you have a concern or an idea about how to make our church stronger and healthier , 

do you feel comfortable contacting the Pastor or any member of the session? 

Yes 57 

No 8 

Total Respondents: 65 

 

Q9: Are you comfortable with children returning to church? 

Yes 50 

No 14 

Total Respondents: 64 

 

Q10: What safety practices are most important to you for in person worship? 

        Little to No    Some to Very 

Social Distancing  11  29 

Masks For All   18  32 

Worship Elements not Dist.. 23  29 

No Nursery   26  19 

No Items Passed  25  24 

Sanitizer and Entry  6  44 

 

III. Congregational Input: Topics of Interest 

A total of 49 items were submitted as topics of interest for discussion meetings or activities. This were 

grouped by similarity into 7 topic areas. Note that some responses covered multiple topics and were 

counted separately for each. The topic areas and number of responses were: 

Bible and Other Studies:  14 

FPC Vision and Growth:  8 

Worship Service:   8 

Community Service / Outreach: 6 

Facilities:    4 

Children Education:   2 

Not Actionable:   8 

A list of each individual response is given in Appendix A. 

 

IV. Congregational Input: Topics of Concern 
A total of 54 items were submitted as topics of interest for discussion meetings or activities. This were 

grouped by similarlity into 5 topic areas. Note that some responses covered multiple topics and were 

counted separately for each. The topic areas and number of responses were: 

FPC Vision and Growth: 20 

Worship Service:  16 

Children Education:  1 

Facilities:   1 

Not Actionable:  8 

A list of each individual response is given in Appendix B. 



Appendix A: Individual Responses For Topics of Interest (Question 6) 

 

Bible and Other Studies: 14 

In Depth Bible Study 

History and theology of the Reformed Church and Presbyterianism. Old Testament history. 

Bible studies 

I would like to see meditations based on specific short Bible scriptures for deeper understanding. 

History of Old and New Testaments, including culture and customs. 

Bible study classes, Alpha class, history/archaeology/geography of biblical times and areas, comparison of 

Presbyterianism with other Protestant denominations and other faiths  

Bible studies 

Bible Study, Christian book that we all read and discuss, fellowship activities- dinners, game nights,              

musical programs 

Prayer, Bible Study, after Covid, fellowship activities. 

The Adult studies listed are interesting but may need an online option because I care for my Grandchildren 

on the weekend while their parents work. 

Bible study, General/informal fellowship like at punch on the lawn  

Bible study for those who have neglected it for many years (like me!) 

Bible study, discussions on current events, 

Yoga, Mindfullness 

 

FPC Vision and Growth: 8 

How can our church evolve? 

Our Church future envisioning, planning for 5-10 years. Detail actions that could enhance our expected 

situation. 

How to bring younger members into the church 

How to practice our faith in today's world 

Keeping the faith in tough times 

Fellowship just get people together 

Prayer, Bible Study, after Covid, fellowship activities. 

Reviving the Stephen Ministry, service to new and young families, growing our church, establishing the 

choir, sanctuary renovations 

 

Worship Service: 8 

The content of the worship service. Children's education offerings. Outreach to members unable to attend 

worship or other church activities. As it stands, these are effective, but could we do more? 

Chancel Choir for #5 

I would love to hear the choir sing again! 

Reviving the Stephen Ministry, service to new and young families, growing our church, establishing the 

choir, sanctuary renovations  

Traditional Music Only above #5 

Chancel Choir above Combining musical styles into 1 service 

Separating the Contemporary and Traditional services into two separate entities 

Devotions before Christmas and Easter 

 



Community Service / Outreach: 6 

Evangelizing the community 

How we can help our community and grow our church 

Community outreach 

Strategies for strengthening our footprint in the community. 

Being kind, how to help serve people in the church during covid 

1. Recognition of assets. 2.Real community needs 3. Potential means of using our assets to fill these needs.

  

Facilities: 4 

Sanctuary renovations and return to traditional service in addition to early contemporary service 

1.  Recognition of assets. 2.Real community needs 3. Potential means of using our assets to fill these 

needs. 

Facility changes 

Reviving the Stephen Ministry, service to new and young families, growing our church, establishing the 

choir, sanctuary renovations 

 

Children Education: 2  

Sunday school and kids in general 

The content of the worship service. Children's education offerings. Outreach to members unable to attend 

worship or other church activities. As it stands, these are effective, but could we do more? 

 

Not Actionable: 8 

N/A 

Uncertain 

I’ll have to think about that 

Open to pretty much anything 

Am fairly in my preferences 

Survey disappeared after I answered question 7. 

Ronnie Reagan’s ad for atheism. 



Appendix B: Individual Responses For Topics of Concern (Question 8) 

 

FPC Vision and Growth: 20 

Developing a new vision 

No obvious plan for the future before there is no future if there is a future. 

Some long time members seem not too willing to change, or embrace new ideas 

Lack of participation by many current members, resistance to change and new ideas, too much gossip and 

"heard on the grapevine" versus actually asking for facts, lack of current and future vision, a lot of talk 

and little action 

Effective communication, discerning the future of FPCN, congregational unity, more engagement by more 

church members in important issues facing the church, and stewardship 

Concerned that some seem to want to return to the way we've always done things and aren't facing that we 

need to make changes. 

Attracting new members 

Growing the church 

Church growth 

Lack of people attending 

Rumors that circulate, declining member numbers 

Membership 

Lack of young families in the church 

Concerned about the lack of younger members and how we can attract them 

Lack of young people in church 

How to help people feel comfortable coming back to your church or joining our church. 

How to attract people to our church, bringing youth back to our church - establishing the reputation we 

once had 

Building unity, how our faith makes us one in Jesus Christ. 

Lack of VIF income from younger members. 

1.  Our hybrid service 2. Finances 

 

Worship Service: 16 

Resolve traditional vs praise service issues so that we don't lose people 

Keeping one service 

Some items in worship. I love the mixture of traditional and contemporary, but I think a couple of changes 

would improve it. 

Need an early service that is all contemporary. 

1.  Return eventually to 2 services 

Chancel Choir, Combining musical styles into 1 service 

Keeping worship as is now. 

Old style worship service that is not attractive to many younger folks. 

More Traditional Music 

Our hybrid service 2. Finances 

Sunday service 

I would like to see the inclusion of a young disciples message during every Sunday Service. 

The importance of Accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior 

Singing in church without masks even for the vaccinated - the praise band is great to sing without masks 

but not the rest without distancing. 

Director of Music Program 

Finding a director of music w/ church music training 



Children Education: 1 

I am concerned that we currently have no youth group and no Christian Education for our young peope to 

meet with one another. I understand the COVID dilemma. 

 

Facilities: 1 

Renovation of Sanctuary and Narthex 

 

Not Actionable: 8 

N/A (multiple) 

See earlier discussion point 

None at the moment. 

Generally, my concerns are being addressed. 

Concerned that COVID is still very much with us 

Speed of moving forward to regular activities 

I am not sure when it will be appropriate to have receptions with food in Memorial Hall. Eating means no 

masks and we do not know who is vaccinated. I do not know when it will be safe for Nursery School 

children to attend Sunday School. 

 



Worship 

Chancel Flowers  

 Flowers can be dedicated in honor 

or memory of family, friends and 

loved ones.   If you have a specific 

date you wish to  reservice, please 

           call early!     

Cost will be $25.00 for two.    You are welcome to take 

flowers home after worship on Sunday mornings, or we 

can deliver to a home bound member.   

Please contact the church office at 731-5644 or email 

Cindy at cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org to sign up.  

Peace and Global Witness Offering  

Being collected on Sunday 

October 3, 2021 

The Worship Committee is pleased to announce that Communion by  intinction will return 

on Sunday,  November 7th. 

Masks will be required  to go up to receive communion.   Those uncomfortable will still 

have the option to pick up communion cups at the entrance.   



 Stephen Ministry on Hiatus  

 

The Stephen Ministry, after 25 years has decided to temporarily suspended their service at 

First Church for an undetermined amount of time, effective October 10, 2021. This pause 

will be a time for this Ministry to regroup and refresh. It will also be a time for the       

congregation to redefine its need and commitment for the Stephen Ministry during the envisioning process to 

find a new pastor.  

 

During the Stephen Ministry’s service at First Church, 41 men and women have been given 50 hours of 

training to become Stephen Ministers. 12 members have been trained as Stephen Leaders during a week-long 

training in Pittsburgh and other locations. Many members in our congregation since 1996 have received the 

care of a Stephen Minister. We have no record of the names or numbers of those who have been served       

because of our policy of confidentiality.  

 

The Stephen Ministry has served this congregation in other ways. We have sponsored a support program  

during the winter holidays for those who have suffered loss during that time. The Ministry has given away 

143 prayer shawls for those in need, mainly knitted by Rosemarie Beron. Rosemarie also knitted 36 prayer 

squares in 2017. We have loaned three handmade quilts to people in crisis.  66 Cozy pillow cases have been 

given out and even more were made for those resting and recovering in bed. On a regular basis the Stephen 

Ministry has mailed their own “well wishing” cards out to church members.  

 

The support from this congregation for our Stephen Ministry program is recognized and deeply appreciated. 

Please continue to hold this Ministry in prayer. 

 Grief Group to Begin Oct. 17 

Grieving a loss of any kind is never easy and the Deacons at First Presbyterian would like to offer you 
some help this fall. Every-other-Sunday leading up to Thanksgiving and Christmas a grief support group will 
meet at 2 p.m.in Memorial Hall.  

Grief is hard work and something each individual handles differently. If you think it would help you 
tobe with others who are grieving, please consider joining us, no matter when you experienced your loss. You 
do not need to pre-register but if you are interested in attending via Zoom please let us know by Oct. 10.  

At our first meeting those who are able will share their stories as we get to know each other—rest           
assured you only have to speak when you feel it is right.  

Meetings are scheduled on Sundays, Oct. 17, Oct. 31, Nov. 14 and Nov. 28 (which may be                
rescheduled if most of the group are traveling for Thanksgiving) and Sunday, Dec. 12.  We also will be             
scheduling a Blue Christmas service for all who may find the holidays different and perhaps difficult this year.   

Rev. Beth Thomas, a former hospice chaplain who has led similar groups at First Presbyterian and at 
Elkton Presbyterian, will facilitate the meetings, assisted by former Stephen Ministers with trained listening 
skills. For more information, contact Nancy Boulden, at (302) 383-7469 or bouldennancy@gmail.com.  

We will encourage social distancing at our meetings and if you want to bring a snack or drink for indi-
vidual consumption please do. If participants are interested in continuing to meet after these sessions we can 
work to make that happen. Any church member or friend is welcome to attend.  



Fall Festival  

 

Presbyterian Women of First Newark invite you to journey to the Western Highlands of Guatemala to learn 

about the successful and meaningful partnership between New Castle Presbytery and the Association of Mam 

Christian Women for Development. Cathy Higgins and Meg Burich, members of the NCP Guatemala Steering 

Committee, will share details about ongoing development projects – from stoves to family gardens to prayer 

partnerships – and highlight opportunities for us to become involved. All are invited to attend this educational 

and inspiring presentation! Learn more about this partnership at www.ncpguatemala.com 

Travel to the Land of Eternal Spring  

and see God’s work in action! 

Tuesday, October 5 at 7:00 pm in Memorial Hall 

This program will also be available by Zoom using the link below: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84131146417  

Meeting ID:  841 3114 6417 

Presbyterian Women 
 

 

 

Did you know?  Presbyterian Women are building a Food Pantry Box to be installed near the 

driveway in front of Westminster House.  It will resemble the “Little Libraries” that have 

popped up around New Castle County in recent years.  It will be stocked with donated canned foods or other 

non-perishable items for people in need to take during challenging times.  Donations can be made by anyone 

under the idea of “give as you are able”.  Watch for the coming box and let’s help those in need in the com-

munity very close to our church. 

 

It’s not too late to join!  Presbyterian Women is an organization open to ALL Christian women (FPC-N       

members and non-members; invite your friends).  Our Circles meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month; 2 in 

the morning, 2 in the afternoon and one in the evening.  There are hybrid and Zoom meetings available.  For 

more information or to join, please call Ann Ferreira at 302-731-5489 or email pw@firstpresnewark.org. 

http://www.ncpguatemala.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84131146417


Children’s Learning 
 Greg Hills and Darlene Newsom 

The Children’s Learning Committee (CLC) is opening             

Sunday School October 17th.  Children in Kindergarten 

through Grade 5 will meet in the large classroom in the Lower 

Sanctuary, where they will have two teachers and one               

assistant each Sunday.  New signs have been made to point 

out the location of this  classroom.  Covid safety precautions 

will also be in place such as social distancing, wearing masks, 

and new air purification units in the rooms being used.   

 

The Children’s Learning Committee also will have a partial change in leadership as we go forward.  After 

many years of invaluable guidance and dedication as chairman of CLC, Sarah Trembanis is stepping down 

from this leadership role.  Everyone on the committee greatly appreciates her leadership, direction and help 

over the many years she served as chairman.  Darlene Newsom will begin as co-chair of the Children’s    

Learning Committee along with Greg Hills. 

 

The committee welcomes any feedback from parents via email or cell. Please contact one of the co-chairs: 

Greg Hills: gpop734@yahoo.com, 302-453-9538 or Darlene Newsom: newsomfmly@aol.com, 609-605-1974  

Nursery Update 
 

As part of the Children’s Learning Committee, the Nursery Team continues to plan for a safe opening at the 

same time as Sunday School.  We have created two zones within the Nursery room. One is for babies and        

toddlers learning to crawl and walk. The second is a space for 3 and 4 year-olds to play in a child size kitchen, 

experiment with paper, crayons and glue, and work puzzles. All activities will use Covid safety routines.          

Every child will have their own box of craft materials and space to work. As usual everyone on the nursery 

team has submitted to a background check and agreed to abide by our child safety policies.  

Additional safety precautions include a new air purification unit for the room and vaccinated adults wearing 

masks.  

 

The biggest news is a new approach to providing both play and an age appropriate Bible curriculum,           

especially geared to our 3 and 4 year-olds. Each Sunday, a team member will invite these children to sit at the 

little table for a simple Bible story or game. We are excited about offering this colorful and engaging                  

curriculum to our youngest church participants. Contact Faithe Koser at 302-544-1166 if you would like to 

volunteer for teaching a short nursery lesson. 

mailto:gpop734@yahoo.com
mailto:newsomfmly@aol.com


Mission Update 

Newark Empowerment Center 

Bob Black 

Thank you to the nine folks that helped the members of the Mission and Outreach committee (Sarah             

Huckelberry and Bob Black) in assembling over 180 Go Bags on September 22.  In no particular order the 

helpers were:  Jynx Stevenson, Kathy Farnum, Nancy Black, Sheila Anderson, Vicky Pierson-Perry, Brenda 

Breffitt, Willie Short, Marianne Piser, and Steve Breffitt.  The Go Bags for the Newark Empowerment Center 

were delivered by Ron Olson on September 28.    Many Thanks also to Cindy Rogers, Don Tancredi and Ron 

Olson on putting up the tables in Memorial Hall and getting supplies to the tables for the activity.   The items 

for the bags were purchased by Cindy and Bob using funding from the Local Mission fund provided by the 

estate of Thordis Searl. 

Helping Hand….. 

Steve Hardwick 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Helping Hand’s collection in September.  15 bags of groceries and 

$270 in checks were collected. Kingswood’s needs list emphasized ready-to-eat items.  They are using these 

donations primarily to support Hope Dining Room clients.  Thank you to everyone for your support. 

 

October Collection—Sunday, October 24th—Newark Area Welfare 

Bags will be given out during service on October 17th.  Collections can be brought in anytime to the narthex 

and memorial hall.  Collection includes: 

 

Breakfast cereal/instant oatmeal, canned fruit, canned pasta dinners, dry pasta/tomato sauce, peanut butter, 
jelly , fruit drinks and juice, pancake mix and syrup, soup, chili, tuna fish, spam, canned stew, small            
mayonnaise (Dollar Store),  
 

Also welcome: checks, made out to: , "First Presbyterian Church”  Memo line:  “Newark Area            
Welfare" 



Dinanga Update 
Just to inform you that today Wednesday (Sept. 8) is the end of the school 

year for the entire extent of the DR Congo according to the school  

calendar rearranged in time of disruption due to Covid-19. 

 

A great ceremony to announce the results of the students at the Dinanga 
school will also take place in the temple of our parish around 10:00 am. 
And the back to school 2021-2022 will take place on October 4th. 

 

Thank you. 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Tshibuabua 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I greet you in the Lord and prefer to share with you 

some updates from our Parish of Dinanga.  

 

A special event takes place this Sunday September  

26 at Dinanga Church. By decision of the  

Consistory (Session meeting), the celebration of the official presentation 

of our new bride in full worship went well with immense joy. My wife's 

name is Rosalie Mbombo. The Pastor invited for this service also 

 proceeded to the reception and confirmation of Mrs. Rosalie (Rose) in her 

Christian faith as a new member of the Dinanga parish. 

Two other stages will follow in two months: civil marriage and religious 

marriage.  

 

And we must add that we ended the worship with the celebration of the 

Holy Communion, a sign of our Christian unity with Mom Rose in the 

parish of Dinanga.  

 

The rest of the update concerns next Sunday October 3, a day dedicated to Presbyterian children. A chosen 

child will preach the word of God (prepared of course by the Presbyterian coordination of Christian Education 

for the whole Church) during this worship, songs and dance, Bible sketches, Bible recitals by the children.  

 

A special adult baptismal service will be held during this same service. She's a woman who's converted. She 

was a follower of Branahm's message 

 

Need your prayers. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Tshibuabua  

These 2 children above have the 
highest scores in the school. She 
got 91% and he got 82% for the 
end of primary school.  



 

Services for Barbara Seibert will be held            

Saturday, October 23rd at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary 

 

A Celebration of Life for Winnie                    

Koffenberger will be held Saturday,             

November 27th at 11:00 a.m. with a light 

lunch following in Memorial hall. 

Office Hours are 

Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

2       Jim Pierson-Perry, Audrianna  Hunting 

4 Jen Blackburn, Dottie Keihm, Abigail Robison,   

6 Ron Olson 

11. Scott Huffman 

13 Gerald Kluis, Art Trembanis 

18     James Aftosmis, Julles Stevenson 

20     Bill Thompson  

21     Ray Leibfried, Jeff Merrick 

22   Alexander Boulden, Brenda Breffitt, Stacie Guyton 

23    Alaina vonLindenberg 

25 Cindy Rogers 

26 Jan Huckleberry 

27 Tim Evers 

29   Judy Agnello, Sue Chantler, Fred Dawson,                

 Kenzie Huffman 

30   Brittney Hastings 

31    Miranda Farnum, Lucia Merrick 

October 3 

Rich & Lexi Kleinguenther 

October 9 

John & Kim Brady 

October 23 

Jim & Carol Aftosmis 

October 24 

Eric Markman and Cindy Kohlmann 

October 30 

Don & Kathy Tancredi 

 

Cathy Colbert 

302-766-2512 

The deadline for the  

November  

 Heart Beat is  

October 15 
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A nurturing 

community in  

Jesus Christ 

reflecting God’s love 

for the world as we 

Worship, Grow and 

Serve. 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street 

Newark, DE  19711 

(302) 731-5644 

Email:  fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

Website:  www.firstpresnewark.org 

 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m.  

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Eric Markman 

ericmarkman@firstpresnewark.org 

603-770-3239 

 

Worship Team 

Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader 

Steve Breffitt, Handbell Director 

Joe Huggins, Ron Olson and Bob Wenner, Head Ushers 

Paula Honda, Sign Language Interpreter 

 

 

 

Administration Team 

Cindy Rogers, Office Manager  

Bob Black, Treasurer 

 Nancy Lewis, Clerk of Session 

Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees 

John Bock, President, Westminster House 

Don Tancredi, Facilities Manager 

Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary  

Sandy Wenner & Pam Wunder  

Co-Moderators, Presbyterian Women 

 

Nursery Staff 

 

Mission Co-Workers 

South Sudan: Bob and Kristi Rice 

Israel & Palestine:  Doug Dicks 

 

Sister Congregation 

Dinanga Presbyterian Church 

Democratic Republic of Congo 


