
   

April 2022 

Heart 
Beat 292 West Main Street, Newark, Delaware 19711 

(302) 731-5644          fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we  
Worship, Grow and Serve. 

Worship Highlights 

Sunday Worship 

10:00am  

Worship Service 

10:00am  

Children’s Sunday School 

 

 

Online giving  

through PayPal  

 

https://firstpresnewark.org/

giving-at-fpc-n/  

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCMgrt0yHvgO-

jUPphSOFgxxA 

 

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

 

Church Calendar 

click here 

Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday                    

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Friday  

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Please join us for Holy Week. 

 

Sunday, April 10—Palm Sunday  

From the hymn: “Ride On! Ride On in Majesty”: “In lowly pomp 
ride on to die; bow thy meek head to mortal pain, then take, O God, 
thy power, and reign.” 

 

Maundy Thursday—April 14 

Ecumenical Maundy Thursday Worship 

7:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church—Newark 

In person and online 

John 15:12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you.” 

 

Good Friday, April 15 

12:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 23:46 “Then Jesus crying with a loud voice, said, Father into 
your hands I commend my spirit.” 
 
 

Sunday, April 17—Easter Sunday 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service  

“He is Risen!” 

Outside Sanctuary 

 

10:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

“He is Risen, INDEED! 

Featuring the Clarion Brass 

https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://73901153.view-events.com
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“Jesus the Lamb of God” 

Dear Friends, 

 

John the Baptist, in the Gospel of John, proclaims that 

Jesus is the Lamb of God and the text tells us that two 

of John’s disciples upon hearing this immediately leave 

John and go and follow Jesus (John 1:35-42). What did 

this title mean to them that they would so quickly follow 

a man they did not know? 

 

For these very early followers of Jesus, their minds must 

have immediately turned to the lamb of Passover, and to 

the sacrificial lamb in the great Temple in Jerusalem. 

Both were well known to anyone who lived in Israel. 

The Passover lamb that was sacrificed to save the 

Hebrew people from the shadow of death that swept 

across Egypt, and freed them from slavery (Exodus 

12:21-31). A powerful image that would ring deeply 

into all the people of Israel. However, perhaps most 

likely unknown to John the Baptist, the title would also 

ring true to those who had never heard the story of 

Passover. For the message that Jesus brought was not 

meant for a single group of people, but for the whole 

world. One could say coincidence, or one might say 

providence.  

 

Bruce Malina’s and Richard Rohrbaugh’s “Social-

Science Commentary” on the Gospel of John tries to 

understand what phrases like this would have meant to 

ancient near eastern peoples. 

 

Bruce Malina is fond of pointing out that in the ancient 

world many people watched the night sky with great 

care. Think of the star guiding the wise men to 

Bethlehem. So, to understand what the phrase “Lamb of 

God” refers to we need to look to the night sky. 

 

Specifically, we need to look to the constellation of 

stars called Aries, which the Jews of this period as 

well as the Greeks saw as a male lamb and this 

went across numerous traditions in the ancient 

world. According to the first century astronomer 

Nigidius Figulus, Aries was the leader and prince 

of the constellations. (Malina & Rohrbaugh, pg. 

51). Aries was the divine lamb who ruled over all 

the other constellations and was the starting point 

from which all other constellations were mapped.  

 

So, when John the Baptist says, “Look the Lamb of 

God,” he is articulating a hope that spanned 

multiple cultures, Jewish, Greek and Roman. He 

was saying that in Jesus there was power, a power 

that would rise above the other powers in the sky, 

power that was present when Creation began and 

power that would bring Creation to its intended 

fulfillment.  

 

So, when Andrew and his companion leave John to 

follow Jesus it’s because they believe he is the one 

who will bring all of God’s power to bear on the 

world, but with a catch. 

 

And here’s the catch as John himself tells us in 

chapter 12: 32 where Jesus says, “When I am lifted 

up from the earth, I will draw all people to 

myself.” The author of John’s Gospel knows 

something that John the Baptist, Andrew and his 

companion  did not know. Namely, that Jesus’ 

power as the Lamb of God is shown most fully, not 

in huge displays of power over others, but in his 

humble service and willing sacrifice for others.  

Join us for Holy Week and Easter as we live this 

power of sacrifice and love that ultimately even 

overcomes death. 

 

He is Risen! 

 

Pastor Eric 
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Worship   

Easter 
Sunday  
Worship 

 
 
 

Sunrise Service  
7:00 a.m.  

 
Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. 
Featuring: Clarion Brass 

 
Clarion Brass has been performing since 1995 in and 
around New Castle County. The six-piece brass ensemble 
has a repertoire of 300 titles from Albinoni to Zack Smith. 
The group is flexible with venue, and happy to perform 
live music anywhere. Clarion Brass performs Classical, 
Jazz, Sacred, and Secular tunes for venues ranging from 
libraries and schools, to churches and festivals. 

Chancel Flowers  

Cost $31.00 

 Flowers can be  

dedicated in honor or 

memory of family, 

friends and loved ones. 

Please contact the church office at 731-5644 or 

email Cindy at  

cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org to sign up.  

 

 

 

 

Ecumenical Maundy Thursday Worship 

April 14th  at 7:00 p.m. 

at First Presbyterian Church—Newark 

In person and online! 

One Great 

Hour  

of Sharing 

FPC-N will be          

collecting the OGHS 

offering Easter         

Sunday.  Envelopes 

are in your packets 

or you can send 

check to FPC-N and 

note in memo line:  

OGHS. 

Good Friday  

Worship Service 

12:00 p.m. (noon) in the  

 Sanctuary 

A collage of pictures of Jesus on the cross and our 

broken world.  Accompanied by Good Friday music. 
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Clerk’s Corner 
Nancy Lewis 

Session met with representatives from Habitat for Humanity during our last meeting.  We plan to meet with 

them again, and will share any information we receive with you.    Later in February Session is meeting for a 

second time with representatives from Lang Development.  No decisions have been made about collaborating 

with any of these groups.  We are just gathering information.   

 

We also discussed the need for more church members to be involved in the Board of Westminster House.  If 

you would like to help with this mission, please contact John Bock.   

Because  of the Sanctuary Renovation project, we will be holding services in Memorial Hall and live             

streaming from there as well.   

 

Nancy Lewis  

Clerk of Session   

Sanctuary Renovation Update 
Don Tancredi 

 
Preparations are moving smoothly towards the start of our Sanctuary Renovation physical work on Tuesday, 

May 3rd. At this time, we have signed contracts for the new flooring and pew refinishing. Architectural        

drawings are being finalized to get bids on the new chancel platform (potential contractors were already       

identified). 

 

The results of the flooring survey were an overwhelming pick for tile option 2, the middle shade, and a       

majority for carpet option 1, the brighter blue shade. Those wanting to see an example of this combination 

can look at the website for Saint Barnabus Church (Duncan Road, Wilmington, DE) https://stb-de.org/ . 

 

The expected plan of work is remove the pews and carpeting, take out the current chancel platform, clean the 

underlying floor, construct the new chancel platform, lay the new flooring and carpet, run the new audio and 

video cables and wiring (all hidden), and finally put the pews back. Our current expectation is that the work 

will be done by the end of August or early September. 

 

While the renovation work takes place, worship services will be held Memorial Hall. We will continue to 

livestream the service for those who are unable to be with us in person.    

https://stb-de.org/
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Dear Friends, 

 

As renovations in the sanctuary start, we also will start our visioning process—using the Vital Congregations 

approach that our Presbytery is following. This will be your opportunity to help identify what the First         

Presbyterian Church of the future will be!  Visioning and mission review are denomination requirements for 

advertising for a permanent pastor.  

 

The process will be based on a series of monthly congregational meetings to be held in Memorial Hall           

immediately after worship service. We generally will meet on the second Sunday of each month. The     

initial dates are May 8, June 19 – note this is the third Sunday, July 10, and August 14. Some notes on 

how these meetings will be held are: 

 

• Take a short break immediately after the worship service to get coffee or a light snack, then move 

into discussion groups of 6 - 9 people at round tables. 

• Include those who are unable to join in person via Zoom.  

• By breaking into groups of people we don’t know well, we will learn even more about our             

congregation. 

• One of the first topics will be attributes of membership and discipleship churches, focusing on what 

are the differences and why does it matter?  (see next page) 

• We will explore the history of our congregation, allowing each of us to share stories about the 

church. 

• Another topic will be to explore new ways to bring leadership to the church. 

 

We need your help for this visioning process to succeed! We are looking for people to join a working group 

that will figure out the logistics needed to make this work: set up, take down, food and utensils coordinators, 

Zoom capabilities, note taking from table discussions, communications, etc. Please consider if you may be able 

to help and, if so, please let the church office know! 

 

As we progress through our discussions, we will form a Mission Review Committee that will be approved by 

the congregation. Its job will be to take what comes out of our discussions as a basis to write down who this 

church is and what mission(s) it would like to pursue. This becomes a significant part of the documentation 

needed to begin the process to call a new pastor. 

 

 

In Christ,  

The Session 

Session Update—Vital Congregations 
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Being a Membership Church and a Discipleship Church 

 

As a congregation it is important that we are there for each other in good times and bad. It is important 

that we make sure that each member feels welcome and cared for, as well as anyone who walks in the 

door of the church. It is also important that we also make sure that we are reaching out beyond the 

walls of the church to both welcome in new people, but also to bring care and compassion to the larger 

community, and bring the Good-News of Jesus Christ. Below are two descriptions of church  

characteristics that are both important and yet can take a congregation too far in either direction. The 

earliest churches were able to both take care of the people who were part of the church and yet reach 

out in compassion and care for the community around them, both in physical care, but also in bringing 

the Good News that Jesus had brought them. It is always possible to head too far in one direction or the 

other. Today we are challenged to take care of all who are part of our community, but also to reach out 

into the world around us in compassion and care.  

 

A church can become like a club forgetting the outreach that is essential to be the Body of Christ on 

earth: 

• “Membership” in a congregation or denomination is a recent idea that flourished in the U.S. in the 

20th century with the rise of civic clubs, boy and girl scouts, sports clubs, etc.  

• Membership implies belonging to a group where certain benefits and privileges are granted or      

certain services are provided to the membership clientele. 

• This causes us to think of ourselves as belonging, not to the body of Christ but about belonging to 

“First Church at the Corner of Main and Central.” 

• It has caused people to shop around to find the church that provides just the right goods and ser-

vices for their particular needs. 

• Stewardship and tithing can be seen as payment for service or as membership dues. 

 

Expanding the vision of the church outward can bring a church to a new place: 

The first churches existed to both make more disciples and to watch over its members. 

• They follow “The Great Commission” Jesus’ directive to: 

 - Go into all the nations to teach people to follow in his ways.  

 - To tell people the stories of God’s love and redemptive work in the world  

 - To show people how to be disciples of the one named Christ. 

• Go into all the nations to teach people to follow in his ways  

• To tell people the stories of God’s love and redemptive work in the world  

• To show people how to be disciples of the one named Christ 

• Challenging and strengthening the congregation to meet the needs of people in strange and foreign 

communities (which are increasingly found right at our doorstep!). 

• Refocusing the church is on both internal caretaking, but also, and equally important (an perhaps 

maybe even more important), outward mission. 

• Asks people to know the identity, needs and “culture” of its neighborhood and then mobilize         

resources to bring the gospel alive in ways that context. 

• Asks people to risk the safety and ease of what they’ve known 

• It acknowledges the great fear in taking this risk and doesn’t promise that there won’t be missteps 

along the way.  

• But it promises that Jesus will go with the congregation. 

 

The Great Commission Matthew 28:19-20,  

“Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism…and         

instructing them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day        

after day, right up to the end of the age.” 
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Spring Trustee 

Campus Clean up 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, April 9th  8:00am 

(rain date April 16th)  

Presbyterian Women 

Sandy Wenner, Pam Wunder 

 

 

Save the Date 

June 7th   7:00 pm 

Psalm100: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 

Serve the Lord with gladness, 

Come before His presence with singing. 

 Everyone, YES, EVERYONE is invited to join us to enjoy an 
evening of  free entertainment! (and maybe a cookie or two?) 

Don’t Forget!  Mark your calendars now and plan to 

share in a relaxing evening of enjoyable music! 

 
Tuesday, June 7th at 7:00 pm In-person in MHW 

and Live-Stream on YouTube 

PW presents    “Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord” 

Deacons 

Jane Moore 

Save the date  

For the Strawberry Picnic  

June 12, 2022  

    After  

Sunday Service 
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Christian Education 
Darlene Newsom 

 

The Children’s Learning Committee was delighted to open Sunday School, beginning on March 13th.  It has 

been wonderful to see the children again and guide them in their faith journey. 

 

The Children’s Learning Committee is now busy planning a special       

lesson and activity for Palm Sunday on April 10th.  We have a special new 

program to help us explain the events leading up to Easter, which includes 

many interactive materials for the children.   

 

After Sunday School on April 10th, the committee will offer the traditional 

Easter egg hunt for the children in the nursery through Grade 5.  This will 
begin right after the church service.  The eggs will be hidden in two 
rooms across the hall from the Sunday School classroom in the Lower 

Sanctuary.  Thus, we will have one room for the younger children and 
one room for the older children.  Parents may join their children as 
they search for Easter eggs.  We hope this will be an enjoyable          

experience for everyone! 

 

 

 

Adult Education 
Melody Bock 
 

 

Many of us know the Lord’s Prayer by heart. It’s frequently part of our Sunday 
service at church.  We remember it as the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples. 
But do we really understand and appreciate the meaning and power of its 
words, what we ask of God each time we pray it?  

 

Come explore the Lord’s Prayer, it richness and meaning, through a 6-week 
video series by Adam Hamilton, starting April 24 at 7:00 pm via Zoom.    

 

Study books are available  for $13.00 each in the church office. 

Children’s Egg Hunt 

Come Join the fun! 

Sunday, April 10th  

following worship service. 
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Where permitted by civil law, each congregation shall cause a corporation to be formed and maintained. If 

incorporation is not permitted, individual trustees shall be elected by the congregation. Any such individual 

trustees shall be elected from the congregation’s members in the same manner as those elected to the ordered 

ministries of deacon and ruling elder. Terms of service shall be governed by the provisions of G-2.0404 in the 

Book of Order. 

The corporation so formed, or the individual trustees, shall have the following powers: to receive, hold, 

encumber, manage, and transfer property, real or personal, for the congregation, provided that in buying, 

selling, and mortgaging real property, the trustees shall act only after the approval of the congregation, granted 

in a duly constituted meeting; to accept and execute deeds of title to such property; to hold and defend title to 

such property; to manage any permanent special funds for the furtherance of the purposes of the congregation, 

all subject to the authority of the session and under the provisions of the Constitution of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). The powers and duties of the trustees shall not infringe upon the powers and duties of the 

session or the board of deacons. Where permitted by civil law, each presbytery, synod, and the General 

Assembly shall cause a corporation to be formed and maintained and shall determine a method to constitute the 

board of trustees by its own rule. The corporation so formed, or individual trustees, shall have the following 

powers: to receive, hold, encumber, manage, and transfer property, real or personal, for and at the direction of 

the council. G-4.0102 BOO. 

 

John Bock—Class of 2023 

I was born and raised in Rochester, New York.   I attended parochial school (Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help) through the 8th grade and then Edison Technical and Industrial High School 
focusing on Instrumentation.  I was fortunate to win a scholarship to the University of Denver 
where I majored in Mathematics. 

United States Navy (1971 - 1991) After graduation from the University of Denver I joined the 
Navy (the war was still going on and I had a fairly low draft number).  After commissioning I was assigned to 
the USS Westchester County (LST 1167).  The ship was home-ported in Japan, although in the two years on 
the ship I was home 4 months, the rest of the time in the Western Pacific off the coast of Vietnam.  

Shortly after leaving the ship, I transferred the Navy Supply Corp (I describe it as the Navy business and 
logistics specialists).  I had a second sea tour as the Supply Officer of a destroyer (actually and guided missile 
frigate) the USS Julius A Furer (FFG-6).   

Next, I worked as a Government Contacting Officer at the Defense Construction Supply Center in Columbus, 
Ohio.  While there I earned an MBA from Xavier University, and was fortunate to have the Navy select me to 
attend the Naval Postgraduate School at Monterey earning a Masters degree in Computer Systems 
Management.   

Following graduation from Monterey I had a series of technology related jobs in Guam, Hawaii (this is where I 
met and convinced Melody to merry me), and several other places including Washington DC. 

Post Navy (1991 - 2014) 

After leaving the Navy I continued in the technology area in a variety of senior positions for Credit Unions.   

Retirement 

I retired in 2014.  We were living in Plano, TX and after 30+ years we decided to do a major change.  We sold 
our house, put things in storage, and hiked the Appalachian Trail (2185 miles). It was quite the challenge, I had 
never backpacked before in my life.  

It was a great adventure and we continued the adventure traveling and staying “homeless by choice” until we 
moved here in September 2019 and found a great place with a wonderful church. 

Meet our Trustees! 
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Francis Kwansa—Class of 2023 

I have been a professor at UD for the past 27 years.  I joined First Presbyterian 

Church about 14 years ago and was attending service a couple of years before 

then.  I was raised as a Presbyterian and my father was a Presbyterian pastor and a Synod 

Clerk for the church in Ghana for over 40 years.  I believe  there is one God who is                                 

manifested in the Father,  the  Son, and the Holy Spirit.   Furthermore,  I believe 

and accept Jesus as my Savior and ask that He direct my life for the purpose of His 

ministry. My wife, Christiane and I live in Newark.  I serve on the Church Officer Nominating Committee, 

the Trustees Board, the Interfaith Dialogue Committee of the Newark Partnership, and as a Counter.  

 

Jynx Stevenson—Class of 2023 

I joined First Presbyterian Church – Newark around 2010. Shortly after becoming a mem-

ber I was offered, and accepted, a position as the Children’s Sunday School       Music 

Leader. In this role, I taught the children songs to coordinate with the Sunday school lesson 

themes and overall love for the Lord. I have been a long-standing        member of the 

Chancel Choir, one of the soloists, and ad hoc singer with the Praise Team. As an ordained 

Elder, I have served as a stand-in communion team member, at times. I am currently serv-

ing as Trustee Secretary, Class of 2023. 

 

I reside in Newark, DE with my daughters, Julles (UD Student) and Seona (Junior, Christiana HS), and our 

beloved pets; Puffy (Senior Tabby Cat), Coffee (Shiba pup), Raffiel (kitten), and Franklyn (painted turtle).  

 

During the weekdays, I am a Senior Program Specialist for the Access Services Medical & Business           

Operations Team (AS MBO) at AstraZeneca, where I have worked for 25 years.  In my current role, I       

manage the vendor relationship and oversee the operations of our medical and business contact center, 

providing trending and insights of our business, coordinating with our Brand teams and liaising with other 

areas within the larger organization. 

 

In my spare time, I enjoy singing, listening to music, taking walks, being out in nature, going to the beach, 

reading historical novels, learning about other cultures, and exploring their cuisines. I recently started going 

to the Delaware Symphony Orchestra with a lovely group of people. 

 

 

Bill Lewis—Class of 2022 

I am a retired school teacher who joined the church 11 years ago.   

This is my third term as a Trustee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Holt—Class of 2024 
Jerry joined FPC in the fall of 1995 and, since then, has been an elder, Chancel Choir 

member, Sunday School teacher, PNC moderator, trustee, and chair of the Human Re-

lations Team. After retiring from a 47-year career with Dupont, Honeywell, and Gen-

eral Electric, his wife Hanne and he have traveled and cared for family members. He 

is also now a member of the Newark Morning Rotary Club. 
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Ann Ferreira—Class of 2022 

I moved to Delaware in 1979 and soon after joined First Presbyterian Church.  I retired 

from the University of Delaware as secretary in Facilities after 30 years of employment 

and do enjoy my freedom. 

 

Over the years I have served First Presbyterian in several capacities starting with          

Sunday School teaching when my two children were young, several terms as Trustee 

and Deacon and  VIF counter.  I am now a Sunday School assistant, Fellowship chair for Presbyterian      

Women and Circle member. And, to quote job descriptions from the University of Delaware, “other duties as 

assigned”. 

 

Most people know me as mom to my black greyhound, Mathesar (Zahr). 

 

 

Jim Annett  - Class of 2024 

 

Member of FPCN since about 1989, when we moved to Newark.   

Previous service Deacon, including 2 years as Moderator, Session, and President of Board 
Westminster Management, Junior High Sunday school teacher. 

Participated on the following committees- Mission and Outreach, Finance, Human Resources, 
E-Team, Stewardship, Worship, Christian Education. 

Went on work camps with the youth to the Navajo reservation (twice), Detroit, Gulfport Mississippi, Buffalo 
New York, Nicaragua, Costa Rico, and Mexico. 

Congo partnership has included travel to our sister church in the Congo in 2006, 2008, 2010, and 2015 and 
participation in New Castle Presbytery Congo Partnership activities since about 2005. 

I grew up in a Presbyterian family.  My father was ordained and pastored at a number of churches in his ca-
reer, which included a stint working at the GA level.  My mother was a Clerk of Session. 

Married to my supreme commander, Fiona, since 1980, who I met in high school.  We have son and daughter 
who live nearby.   We moved to a farm in 1997 and have around 20 horses on the farm.  At one point, Fiona 
was the President of PW and helped start the Alternative Gift Market at our church. 

Retired from full time work as a civil engineer, mostly in construction and operation of nuclear power plants, 
with some years spent in bridge inspection and design of replacement bridges.  I currently work part-time 
consulting, mostly for applications involving license renewal for nuclear power plants and Clean Water Act 
discharge permits. 

 

Ken Lewis—Class of 2023 

I was raised Methodist. I did not belong to a church for awhile and joined First Presbyterian 

Church in 2019 after meeting so many welcoming members on the trip to Scotland and       

attending First Church with Anne. I recently retired from the University of Delaware where 

I was an Economics Professor for 48 years. Anne and I love to travel although COVID has 

slowed us down the past two years. For now we are happy to drive to WV to enjoy our 3 

year old grand daughter, Annabelle. We have three children, Sarah who lives in Hong 

Kong, Jeff who lives in Evanston, Illinois and Katy who lives in Morgantown, West         

Virginia. We spend most of the summer in Rehoboth Beach allowing us to have family reunions with our 

extended family. As a member of the  Board of Trustees Class of 2023, I have enjoyed getting to know the 

Trustees and am very impressed with their many talents! I feel blessed to serve as a Trustee and to worship 

with this compassionate Congregation. 
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Kern Piser—Class of 2024 

My name is (George) Kern Piser. I taught, sold, and counseled – not necessarily in that 

order.  I am presently retired and have been living with my wife Marianne in Newark 

for the last 37 years.   

 

Our children grew up in the Faith at First Pres Newark.  Some longer time members may remember Matt, 

who lives in Arlington, VA; Bill – who is a deacon in his church – lives with his wife and our grandchildren 

in Lancaster, PA; and Rob and his wife who live here in Newark.   

 

Since I love making a joyful noise to the Lord, I sing in the Chancel Choir and on the Praise Team.  My life 

in the Church has also included the Band of Brothers Bible study group, Westminster Management Board, 

being a liturgist, being a volunteer for Code Purple, the Board of Deacons, presently serving my 2nd term on 

the Trustees, and – if you remember – playing volleyball on one of First Pres's teams many years ago.   

 

My pastimes include researching sports history and vintage films, listening to good music from many genres, 

and I am an aspiring metal "detectorist".   

 

First Church is the spiritual home of Marianne and me.  We are blessed to be friends and brethren with the 

saints of this congregation doing God's work.    

 

Scott Sheldon—Class of 2022 

Born and raised in a Christian family in Massachusetts.  Attended college in Boston and lived in 

Vermont for 5 years. 

I began a career job as a relocation client relations manager in New York City in 1983 and            

work for the same company over 34 years.  I married my wife Chris in 1985. 

Moved to Delaware in 1993 and raised our family here, currently 3 children and 3                          

grandchildren.  I joined FPC in 1998.  I retired in 2017 and started my own company supporting 

Elders and Seniors with logistical services in the Newark area. 

 

Ron Olson—Trustee President, Class of 2022 

I am originally from Sandy Hook CT. My family belonged to the Newtown United  Method 

Church of Sandy Hook CT where I joined in 1961. I graduated from High School in 1966 

and went to Methodist College in Fayetteville NC where I met my wife to be, Carol           

DeSantos. We got married in Aug between our Junior and Senior years.  After graduation I 

joined the Army Reserve in Delaware. After a year of teaching elementary School, I left to 

join Delmarva Power and started to work at the Power Station in the Delaware City Refinery 

Complex. I worked many jobs there mostly in operations. I was Shift Supervisor then when an opportunity 

opened to build a new training program.  I continued training for Delmarva and the Refinery most of my ca-

reer. 

In Delaware Carol and I joined the Christiana United Methodist Church where we raised our children, latter 

leaving to go to the White Clay Presbyterian Church.  

Carol and I had 2 children,  our Son Todd and Daughter Jamie. Jamie is local and lives about a mile away 

with her husband Kirk and two children.   Our son Todd lives in Raleigh, NC with his wife Laura and 4          

children. I have a variety of interests including: travel, reading, crafts, and general fixit activities. My main 

interest is  woodworking and cabinet making, a natural consequence of being the son and grandson of       

builders. 

Trustee not listed above:  Joe Challburg—Class of 2024. 
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Easter 2022 
 

This year we will offer the choice of donating a lily, hyacinth or tulip 
 and/or make a donation to support the 

Dinanga Computer Lab 

Once again flowers will adorn our sanctuary on Easter morning, Sunday, April 17th.  
You may wish to donate an Easter flower in memory of or in honor of a special              

person (s).  This year, we will be selling lilies, tulips and hyacinths.  An alternate choice may be to 
make a donation to support our Sister Congregation in the Congo—Dinanga computer lab, for any amount.   

Orders will be accepted through Sunday, April 8th to be recognized in the Easter bulletins. 

Please make your checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and indicate  “Easter Flower” or “Dinanga Computer 
Lab” on the memo line.  Please place your order form and check in the offering plate using a pew envelope or church
-offering envelope.  If you prefer, the order form and check may be mailed to: 292 West Main Street, Newark, DE 
19711 or returned to the church office.  If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Rogers at 731-5644. 
 

                           Easter Lilies are $15.00 each  
 
                          Tulips and Hyacinths are $12.50 each  
       
                          

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

I WISH TO: 

_____       I wish to purchase _____  Lily _____ Hyacinth ____ Tulip 

_____   I wish to contribute to Dinanga Computer Lab $ _______ (any amount) 

WORDING: (Choose one per donation) 

◼ In loving memory of _______________________________________________________________________ 

      given by ________________________________________________________________________________ 

◼ In memory of loved ones by:_________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

◼ In honor of ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 given by ________________________________________________________________________________ 

(please choose one) 

_____ I will pick-up my flower after the worship service. 

_____ I will not pick-up my flower, but would like it to be given to the sick, shut-ins or bereaved. 
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Prayer  Concerns or Needs? 

You can use the prayer card in 

the pews, contact the church 

office or use our prayer email:   

prayers @firstpresnewark.org 

Please let us know if you would 

like them kept  confidential.   

The deadline for the  

May  Heart Beat is  

April 15 

Thank you….. 

• I want to thank everyone at First Church for their kind thoughts, prayers, cards, texts, and emails during 
and after my hospitalization and heart surgery.  Beautiful flowers and prayer shawls from the Deacons 
were especially appreciated, and a visit from Pastor Eric before my procedure was uplifting.   

 The surgery was successful and my recovery swift. I feel the First Pres love, and I thank God for the skill-
ful hands He provided to repair me.  Kern Piser   

 

• Dear Congregation, 

Thank you for the “send-off” that I received during my last Sunday, after 9 years as the Director of the Ca-
rillon Ringers.  Being a volunteer that long is easy if you enjoy what you are doing.  I thoroughly enjoyed 
the time that I spent in front of the Carillon Ringers - who faithfully showed up every week for rehearsal, 
worked hard, played for worship….and laughed at my Middle School Band Director jokes!    

Thank you to the Ringers, and to the many musicians who have played with us from time to time.  Thanks 
also to the Congregation for all of your kind words after each time the Ringers played for worship - which 
I passed on to the Ringers.  Your words of appreciation mean a lot to the Ringers, Choir members, and 
Praise Band members.   

The Carillon Ringers and Chancel Choir are in very capable hands with Rodney Cleveland.   I will contin-
ue to be available, when needed, to support Rodney with Handbells or Choir, and to support Larry Benson 
as a sub with the Praise Band.    

Thank you, again, for your warmth and kindness!   Steve Breffitt 

1 Erin Challburg 

6 Wade Catts, Greg Hills, Claire 

Von Lindenberg 

7 Richard Agnello, Camilla 

Kowalski 

15  JoAnne McNeely 

18  Justin Herrick 

19 Sonia Choi, Joan Martin 

22 Judy Baker 

23 Shirley Hills, Madeline Servia 

24 Samuel Trembanis 

30  Mike Beron 

April 8 

Sandra and Sean Prather 

April 13 

Fred and Louise Dawson 

April 18 

David and Karen Baker 

April 24 

Denise and David Murray 

April 25 

John and Kathy Farnum 

April 29 

Charlie Collier and Joanne 

Hench 

The Families of: 
† Ginny Murtagh-death of her 

brother 
† Brian Wenner-Bob and Sandy’s 

son 
† Anna Leto (Shirley Hill’s aunt) 
† Vita (Carol Agbemabiese’s sis-

ter)-service held in Ghana 
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Sunday Worship 
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Administration Team 

Cindy Rogers, Office Manager  

officemanager@firstpresnewark.org 

 

Worship Team 

Rodney Cleveland, Organist, Choir/Handbell  Director 

Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader 

 

Structure Leadership 

Bob Black, Treasurer 

Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary 

Nancy Lewis , Clerk of Session 

Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees 

John Bock President, Westminster Management 

Sandy Wenner and Pam Wunder. Co-Moderators,  
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