
   

Summer 2022 

(June/July/August) Heart 
Beat 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street, Newark, Delaware 19711 
(302) 731-5644          fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we  
Worship, Grow and Serve. 

Worship Highlights 

Sunday Worship 

10:00am  

Worship Service 

 

Online giving  

through PayPal  

 

https://firstpresnewark.org/

giving-at-fpc-n/  

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCMgrt0yHvgO-

jUPphSOFgxxA 

 

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

 

Church Calendar 

click here 

Office Hours  

Memorial Day-Labor Day 

Monday-Friday 

 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Presbyterian Women present   

“Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord” 

June 7th—7:00 p.m. 
Everyone, YES,  EVERYONE is invited to join us to enjoy an 

evening of FREE entertainment! (and maybe a cookie or two?) 
 

Music by the  

Sweet Adelines 

 

 

 

Diamond State Chorus is a talented and enthusiastic chapter of 

Sweet Adelines International, a worldwide organization of  
women who sing a cappella 4-part barbershop-style harmony.  
They share their love of singing through performance and        

competition.  The chorus has won three first-place small chorus 
medals in regional competitions and represented their region at 
the international level in 2012. This will be their first               

performance since before the pandemic and their first under          
director, Linda Beaver.  Linda is a third-generation 
“barbershopper”, has sung in multiple award-winning quartets, 
and is thrilled to be directing Diamond State.   

https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://73901153.view-events.com
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Dear Friends, 

 

This Sunday is Pentecost, the birth of the church. Acts 

2:1-21 gives us a powerful telling of the coming of the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles, and all who had put their 

faith in Christ. The house that they were in was shaken 

as if by a strong and powerful wind. In the day that this 

passage was written the listeners would immediately 

hear the echo of the story of creation in Genesis  

1:1 & 2: 

 

“In the beginning when God created the heavens and 

the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 

God swept over the face of the waters.”  

 

And chaos became ordered, the world was created, and 

new life came to be through powerful breath of God. 

The followers of Jesus were looking at a broken world 

heading into chaos. And now again God was reaching 

into the world to bring about a whole new thing.  

 

The early listeners would also hear the Israelites 

crossing of the Red Sea, as the armies of the Pharaoh 

were about to destroy them, Exodus 14: 21 and 22: 

 

“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The 

Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night 

and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 

divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, 

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on 

their left.” 

 

 

The task before the followers of Jesus was 

daunting. But they knew the powerful breath of 

God (Ruach, in Hebrew), changes the world, 

protects the faithful, and imbues endurance and 

strength like nothing else.  

 

Now they were ready for the task that was before 

them, and the church was born!  

 

At First Presbyterian Church, Newark, we find 

ourselves in similar conditions. We have a task 

before us. It’s time for a new beginning, and time 

to find how to be a vital congregation in the world 

today. It is challenging, and calls for endurance, 

hope, and strength. As we take the journey of 

exploring what it means to listen to each other, 

face difficult and challenging situations. It can be 

scary to look at both our strengths, but more 

importantly our weaknesses.  

 

The passages for this Sunday remind us that we do 

not do this alone. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be 

with us and guide us. Let us let the breath of God 

shake the buildings of the FPC and once again 

create a dynamic and life-giving church. 

 

In the peace of Christ, 

 

Pastor Eric  
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Calling Our New Pastor: What’s the Path and Where Are We on It? 
 

Dear Friends, 
We have received a number of questions on where our church stands in terms of calling a new pastor and why 
it seems to be taking a long time. In answer, the following message outlines the overall process used by our 
Presbyterian Churches, where we currently stand on the path, and anticipated timing for the next steps. 
Yes, this is a bit long; however, calling a new pastor is neither a simple nor short process. I urge you to take 
the time to read this fully so that we all share a common understanding of the path we are on. 
 

The Path to a New Pastor 
 

The main steps along the path to installment of a new called pastor are: 
1. Identify and install an interim pastor to guide the church during the interim period. (DONE) 
2. The interim pastor and church leadership begin a visioning process with the church congregation to 

determine how the church sees itself, its missions, and its desired future. (WE ARE HERE) 
3. The church appoints a Mission Review Committee to summarize the insights, hopes, and direction 

that have come through our visioning discussions. This Mission Review document is reviewed by 
the Presbytery Committee on Ministry and Congregations. (Estimated completion in Jan 2023) 

4. Once the Mission Study document is approved, the church Nominating Committee will form the 
Pastoral Nominating Committee, which should be fully representational of the congregation 
(probably around 7 members). 

5. The Pastoral Nominating Committee will use the Mission Review along with other documents to 
write a Mission Information Form—essentially a description of our church, our congregation, and 
our vision. 

6. Once approved, the Mission Information Form is placed into the PC(USA) Church Leadership 
Connection database to begin a national search for our new pastor. (Estimated start in Feb 2023) 

7. The search process will be coordinated by the Pastoral Nominating Committee, with support from 
our Presbytery, who will evaluate prospective candidates. 

8. When a final candidate is identified, a congregational review and vote will be held to approve their 
selection. Upon approval, the new pastor is installed. 

All of this will take some time and rushing the process will not help. Please remember that it took 3 years to 
call Pastor Steve. Also remember that our church was in the middle of Covid when I started as the interim We 
had essentially become two congregations and Covid forced us to move to one service. There was an essential 
time period  needed for all of us to adjust to one blended service. 
 

Where Are We Now? The Next “Vital” Step 
On Sunday, May 15, we started our visioning process based on the Vital Congregations program. This pro-
gram is sponsored by the Presbyterian Church to help churches move to become growing and vital congrega-
tions within the community that each serves. The first Sunday we explored living more fully into being dis-
ciples of Jesus in today’s world. Over the summer as we meet after worship, we will explore discussion topics 
based upon the Seven Marks of a Vital Congregation: 

• Lifelong Discipleship Formation vs. complacent “Christian” piety; simply teaching good morals; 
or offering the latest programs  

• Intentional Authentic Evangelism vs. “Jesus freaks”; “Christian” hypocrisy; a committee respon-
sibility (it’s not just a committee’s job) 

• Living as the Body of Christ (being incarnational) vs. inward institutional survival; closed com-
munities of assimilation/exclusion.  

• Empower Servant Leadership vs. The pastor’s job; monopolized leadership, hiring the young ener-
getic pastor; burning out good volunteers.  

• Spirit-Inspired Worship vs. self-gratifying worship; stale ritual divorced of meaning; or consumer 
entertainment worship.  

• Caring Relationships vs. any other social club; facades, hypocrisy and judgments of the 
“church” and “religion.” 

• Internal Church Health vs. unhealthy dysfunction; toxic environments; obsolete and irrelevant 
buildings.  

 
                                                         (cont. on next page) 
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At the end of these meetings, we will be able to start writing our Mission Study document. We hope to be able 
to continue our discussion groups going forward—as the Mission Review and Pastoral Nominating Commit-
tees do their work—in order to continue to explore the above and related topics in greater depth. 
I know there is some anxiety in the church to get the right pastor, NOW, to lead us into the future. And we are 
working on that new future right now. The appropriate process is in place and working now to find that new 
person. Taking the time needed, doing the work together, taking time to pray, and seek where the Holy Spirit is 
leading us, is essential in calling the right person to lead us into the future. 
 
Let us take the time, listen to each other, and seek the Holy Spirit in all that we do. And when the new pastor is 
called, you all will continue the work of becoming a “Vital Congregation.” 
 
Please remember to join us on Sundays either in person in Memorial Hall or online via Zoom  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

Vital Congregations: Creating A Vision For Our Church’s Future 

Join in the Vital Congregations Conversations after worship on June 5th, June 26th, July 17th and       

August 14th. 

We are gathering ideas that will guide the Mission Study Team, whose work is a vital step in our search for a 

new pastor. Your ideas and observations are very important.   

• Over the series of discussions, we will clarify the mission of First Presbyterian Newark as we live into 

our future and seek to obey Jesus’ commands and commission.  

• What is our purpose?  Who is God calling us to be?   

• We look forward to an exciting future with a pastor whose skills will match the journey on which God 

is calling us.  

• If you attend worship in Memorial Hall, join us with your snack at one of the discussion tables. 

Your ideas are crucial.  We need input from young and old (and everyone in between).  

Meeting will be held both in person and hybrid style .  

If you’re online, you can use the Zoom link below. 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85161379131  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85161379131
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Worship   

Chancel Flowers  

Cost $31.00 

 Flowers can be  

dedicated in honor or 

memory of family, friends 

and loved ones. 

 

Please see Sign up sheet located on the bulletin 

board in memorial hall. 

Graduate Recognition 

Sunday, June 5th! 

Sunday, June 5 

Wear your red to 

worship! 

Snack & Chats 

What is it, you ask? 

                                                         
                                       Join us in Memorial Hall after worship for some snacks and 

fellowship all summer! 

 

 

 

Anyone interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church and membership are invited to join a  

conversation with Pastor Eric.   We will meet after worship on Sunday, June 26th. 

 

Please contact Cindy at the church office at officemanager@firstpresnewark.org with your contact                     

information. 
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Clerk’s Corner 
Nancy Lewis 

Session has decided to meet one Thursday evening each month to handle church business.  You are invited to 

any Session meeting.  Just ask Cindy Rogers for the Zoom link.   

 

We are still meeting with representatives from Lang Building and Habitat for Humanity to see what is the best 

use of the property at the back of our church buildings.  No decisions have been made. 

We have made an important decision, however, to refurbish the sprinkler system in Westminster House.  The 

existing system is no longer viable,  We are working with contractors to decide on the best path forward. 

 

We just had a very successful launch of the Vital Congregation program at our church.  I was very happy to 

see all the participants and to know that we also had many online via Zoom.'  It is a very good sign of the         

vitality and passion we all have for our church and the work we are doing in our community and the world. 

 

My session had 7 participants who had fun sharing stories of memorable childhood experiences. 

We also discussed  the Work sheets and seriously talked about what makes our church special and valuable to 

us, and how we see our church now. 

 

Feedback I received during the session, was that we do not highlight enough the mission projects of our 

church, specifically, the Afghan family work we are managing.  To remedy that situation, I would like to               

periodically give you a report on our Circle of Care. 

 

First Presbyterian Church sponsors a Circle of Care, of which I am the lead.  We have several other active          

participants, including Greg Hills, Faithe Koser, Melody Bock, Carolyn Morton, Annette Mehan, Ron Mehan 

and Jim Wilburn.  We support the "K" family, which consists of Mohammad, his wife Zarlasht and their four 

children (16, 14, 9 and 4).  Mohammad worked at the US Embassy in Kabul, and was in danger of losing his 

life if he remained in Afghanistan.. 

 

We also support 3 single men (Wa1if, Zakhil and Roshon) who were forced to flee Afghanistan without their 

families.  They miss their wives and children greatly, and are working with the US Embassy, Senator Coon's 

office and lawyers, to bring them to the US) .  Waqif was a translator for the US and is very fluent in          

English.  Zakhil worked at the Kabul airport and Roshon was in Special Forces.  Each one of them was at risk 

of dying if they did not flee Afghanistan because of the help they gave the US while we were there. 

 

All of them have wives and small children still in Kabul, who are subjected to the tyranny of the                         

Taliban.  Women must wear the head to toe burqa, and can not leave the house without a male relative.  Girls 

can not go to school.  Food and money are scarce.  These men are working very hard here to send money home 

to provide for their families. 

 

I believe, with God's help, we are providing needed help and assistance to these people.  If you would like to 

help with transportation, English learning help, or organizing fun activities for them, please let me know. 

 

As always, please contact me if you have any questions. 
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Presbyterian Women 
Sandy Wenner, Pam Wunder 

 

 

Everything good, everything magical happens between the months of June and August.”  

 JENNY HAN, The Summer I Turned Pretty 

 

Presbyterian Women will gather on the evening of June 7th for our last event of the PW year featuring music 

by the Sweet Adelines. Everyone is welcome – we hope you’ll join us in MHW at 7:00pm as we “Make a 

Joyful Noise unto the Lord.”  

 

As life slows down, the mission of Presbyterian Women continues.  We appreciate your ongoing participation 

in: 

   Can tabs for the Ronald McDonald House – to help offset cost of family stays      

      

   Postage stamps for the Alliance Stamp Ministry - publishing Sunday School  

     material in Spanish   

        

  “Thinking of You” cards for residents in local skilled nursing communities who 

  greatly appreciate receiving these cards 

 

Little Free Food Pantry – “Take What You Need, Give What You Can” serving those in need in the 

Newark community 
                                

We wish you a safe, fun, and restful summer filled with family time,  

ice cream, laughter, and fabulous memories. 
 

Presbyterian Women will resume our meetings the 3rd Tuesday of September and invite you to join us. We are 

an organization open to ALL Christian women (FPC-N members and non-members; invite your friends). For 

more information or to join, please call Ann Ferreira at 302-731-5489 or email pw@firstpresnewark.org. 

More               
information 

about these 3 
projects and 

collection          
boxes can be 

found in            
Memorial Hall 



 8 

 

 

 

Over the summer, there will be a link to a special summer Sunday School lesson each month for the months of 

June, July, and August.  We hope the children will enjoy these special summer lessons and continue their growth 

in faith.   

In September, Sunday School will resume in the Lower Sanctuary.  More information will be emailed to parents 

in August.  Announcements will also be included in the various church communications then. 

Children’s Learning 

Darlene Newsom 

Our Graduates 2022 

High school Graduates 

Noah Keller 

Graduating from Middletown  

High School 

Continuing on to the University 

of  Delaware majoring in           

Engineering. 

 

 

 

 

College Graduates 

Megan Connell 

Graduated from the University 

Of Delaware majoring in Exercise  

Science 

Plans to continue on to PT School 

 

 

 

Madison Keller 

Graduating from Widener  

University  

Pursuing a career 

In Nursing 

 

 

Paris Newlin 

Graduating from Elkton High School 

Continuing on to Cecil College 

Levi Sinninger 

Willie and Paul Short’s grandson 

Graduating from Lyman High School,          

Lakeland FL 

Continuing on to U. of Northern Florida 

 

Zach Boulden 

Urie and Nancy Boulden’s grandson 

Graduating from Harvard Law 

Will be practicing Law in Nashville 
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Sanctuary Renovation Update 

Don Tancredi 

We are happy to inform you that renovation is going well for the plan that was proposed.  The flooring,         
seating, and expansion of  the chancel area.  The floors are bare, the pews are gone for restoration, the multi 
level chancel area is gone.  

The painting of the walls and ceiling on the upper walls and the ceiling above the brick is complete. 

New lights have been installed throughout the Sanctuary, the old lights had a 15 degree spread that left many 
shadows.  The new lights have a 40 degree spread and we now have even lighting. 

The new Chancel flooring has started and the framing should be completed soon. New electric will be installed 
along with AV work to follow.   

We look forward to continuing to share weekly updates on our Facebook page.    
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Prayer  Concerns or Needs? 

You can use the prayer card in 

the pews, contact the church 

office or use our prayer email:   

prayers @firstpresnewark.org 

Please let us know if you would 

like them kept  confidential.   

The deadline for the  

September 

 Heart Beat is  

August 15 
 

Excuse By Number 

To save time for the office and 

yourself, please give your excuse 

by number.  The list below covers 

most situations. 

1. That’s not the way we’ve al-

ways done it. 

2. I didn’t know you were in a 

hurry for it. 

3. That’s not in my department. 

4. No one told me to go ahead. 

5. I’m waiting for an OK. 

6. How did I know this was        

different? 

7. That is his job, not mine. 

8. Wait till boss come back and 

ask him. 

9. I forgot. 

10. I didn’t think it was very im-

portant. 

11. I’m so busy I just cant get to it. 

12. I thought I told you! 

The Families of: 
† Victor Klemas who died 4/24 
† Patty Haid who died 5/2 

Thank you….. 

† Dear Church Family:  Thank you for all your prayers, concerns and cards as our daughter, Connie, good 
friend Laurie, and I all dealt with our cancer diagnoses in recent months.  Knowing so many friends were 
keeping us in prayer has been very reassuring.  We are all making good progress and happy to be on the 
road to recovery.   I have been attending my local church services for some time, but I still appreciate          
being able to attend First Pres Newark services via YouTube.  It is great to be able to see so many good 
friends’ faces every week!  Blessings to All, Judy Cox 

Jim and Darlene Newsom 

August 2 

Dave and Paula Berkebile 

August 13 

Steve and Brenda Breffitt 

August 14 

Harvey and Lorraine Conner 

August 14 

Rick and Judy Agnello 

August 20 

Matt and Lynn Reyne 

August 20 

Russell and Gloria Zehnacker 

August 21 

Ron and Carol Olson 

August 30 

Melody and John Bock 

June 1 

Ed and Agata Gliwa  

June 5 

Ken and Marilyn Kincaid 

June 6 

Mark and Kathleen Sisk 

June 12 

Tim and Stephanie Birdsall 

June 13 

Kevin and Janet Thomson 

June 14 

Ken and Anne Lewis 

June 15 

Denny and Dede Kirwan 

June 17 

Mike and Terry Politi 

June 17 

Walter and Angela Opoku 

June 19 

Stuart and Melanie Richardson 

June 19 

Jim and Vickie Pierson-Perry 

June 25 

Sean and Gail Ferry 

June 30 

Willee and Paul Short 

June 30 

Ted and Faithe Koser 

July 6 

Bob and Pam Wunder  

July 22 

Ray and Marian Leibfried 

July 28 
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2 Nancy Boulden 

3    Garrett Norman, Ann Roybal 

4    Evelyn Hayes 

5 Andrea Kelly, Christian 

      Murray 

7    Julia Servia, John Winter 

8    Ava Ferry 

11  Melody Bock 

14  Larry Haid 

16  Sola Choi 

17 Cindy Boulden, Bill Lewis 

18 Louise Dawson, Murvin 

Reese 

23 Nancy Lewis, Willee Short 

27 Harvey Conner 

28 Courtney Rogers 

29 Lorraine Conner 

30 Karen Thompson 

1 Ed Gliwa 

2 Carol Olson 

4    Karen Baker 

5   Ginny Garvine 

7 Ann Ferreira 

12  Danielle Rogers 

14 Tom Brockenbrough, Faithe 

Koser, Darlene Newsom,  

15 Rhetta Brighton, Brian 

Cowgill 

16 Lauren Powers 

17 Charlie Collier 

19 Sarah Johnston 

20 Ryan Sheldon 

22 Jace Richardson 

24  Judy Macharia, Mike Politi 

26  Bridget Brady, Robert Tuttle 

28  Betty Thompson 

29 Phyllis Biddle, Don 

Coughenour 

31 Joan Hourigan, Jim  

      McNeely 

1   Mallory Kowalski 

2   Steve Breffitt, , Kern Piser,     

Alexander Servia 

3   Sarah Huckleberry  

7 Pat Steele, Sandy Wenner 

9 Scott Sheldon 

10 Marianne Piser, Jason 

 Thomson, Alexis Wenner 

11 Baylee Boyd 

12 Dennis Jacobs, Bob Wenner 

13  Don Tancredi 

15  Avery Challburg, Dave Evers 

16 Carol Aftosmis, Meredith Butler, 

 Matt Reyne, Brian Ruiter 

 James Servia 

22  Larry Benson, Betty Hoagey 

23  Grace Ferry,  Don Flessner 

24 Jane McAlpine 

25  Andrew Collier 

27  Melanie Frey 

28 Kenneth Kincaid  

29 Kim Habbert 

30  Sally Hamilton 

31  Abigail Frey 
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A nurturing 
community in  
Jesus Christ 

reflecting God’s love 
for the world as we 
Worship, Grow and 

Serve. 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street 

Newark, DE  19711 

(302) 731-5644 

Email:  fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

Website:  firstpresnewark.org 

 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

(September—May) 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Eric Markman 

pastor@firstpresnewark.org 

cell:  603-770-3239 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration Team 

Cindy Rogers, Office Manager  

officemanager@firstpresnewark.org 

 

Worship Team 

Rodney Cleveland, Organist, Choir/Handbell  Director 

Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader 

 

Structure Leadership 

Bob Black, Treasurer 

Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary 

Nancy Lewis , Clerk of Session 

Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Open, President, Board of Trustees 

John Bock President, Westminster Management 

Carol Olson and Pam Wunder. Co-Moderators,  

Presbyterian Women 


