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Beat 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street, Newark, Delaware 19711 
(302) 731-5644          fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we  
Worship, Grow and Serve. 

Worship Highlights 

Sunday Worship 

10:00am  

Worship Service 

 

Online giving  

through PayPal  

 

https://firstpresnewark.org/

giving-at-fpc-n/  

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCMgrt0yHvgO-

jUPphSOFgxxA 

 

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

 

Church Calendar 

click here 

Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday 

 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Friday 

 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Sanctuary Reopening! 

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

 the new creation has come:  

The old has gone, the new is here!        
2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Join us for our “soft” opening of the newly renovated 

Sanctuary on  

Sunday, September 25th at 10:00am.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Reopening Celebration  

Sunday, October 16th at 10:00am 

Join us for a day of Celebration and Blessing  

of our new Sanctuary!  Invite your friends and family. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://73901153.view-events.com
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Dear Friends, 

“Faith and Hope” 
 
The book of Hebrews 11:1-3 in the Bible, we read a powerful definition of faith:  
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that 
the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made 
from things that are not visible. 
 

As a congregation we all hope to find new life for this congregation, that was called into being over 
180 years ago. A journey from downtown to our current location marked the powerful hopes that 
filled the congregation as it moved from strength to strength. The church grew and activities and 
great expectations filled the air. The call was clear, and the energy was there to fill all those hopes. 
Faith was strong and hope’s wings were lifted high as the azure sky.  
 
As time continued the wind has ebbed and hope has run slim. But like an ember in the ashes, it still 
glows. We wonder if we can get that ember to come back alive, and we wonder how its beauty 
might once again shine the light of faith to the community around us.  
 
When I was in high school, I learned the theory of “Self-Fulfilling Prophecy,” which tells us that 
what we expect will be what we get. Can we imagine an exciting future for this congregation that 
has been in Newark so long? Or do we simply believe that there is nothing coming next?  
 
If we combine our Hebrews passage,  
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen  

with “self-fulfilling prophecy”  
we can either choose to simply let the ember of faith slowly lose its glow,  

or we can, with God’s breath, bring that ember come back to life! 
Letting it blaze within us lighting our faith to glow brightly in Newark.  
 
If we choose to believe that we can bring that ember back to a flame, we need to hold tight to faith 
is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
 
What are we hoping for?  
 
60 years ago, people of faith moved from the location in downtown Newark, to our new place on 
West Main. 3 years ago, a dedicated group of members began a second journey to renew our 
sanctuary. With Vital Congregations we have all joined the journey to the new place that God is 
calling us.  
 
The journey that started over 180 years, with the founding of this church, took a people of deep 
faith, strong commitment, and hard work, who believed in 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Those who worked hard on the new church renovation have done 
the same. Can we, too, join in the Vital Congregations in the same 
way? We all need deep faith, strong commitment, and hard work 
for the journey as those have done in the past.  
 



 4 

 

Please join us for the next part of the journey as we work with Rev. Dr. Leonard Hedges-Geotle on 
reconciliation and coming to terms with history, as we journey to rekindle the flame of God’s love 
in our midst. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 

Pastor Eric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Reconciliation and Coming to Terms with History” 

With Rev. Dr. Leonard Hedges-Geotle 

 

Rev. Len will join us at the pulpit on Sundays, October 2 & 9. We will then 
have in person small groups on Saturday morning at 9:00am and Sunday 
morning at 11:30am in the office library. 

 

                     Workshops will be held on: 

                            October 22 and 23 

October 29 and 30 

November 5 and 6  

November 12 and 13  

with a wrap up and giving thanks on November 27.  

 

Please attend the Sundays when he will bring us the message and attend one of the workshops!   
Sign up sheets for the workshops will be located in Memorial Hall outside the office then moved to 
the narthex when the sanctuary reopens.  Please choose one slot to attend.  Childcare will be 
provided. 

We need you!! 
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Who’s in Charge at Our Church? 

Spoiler Alert—Jesus Christ is in charge!  

To answer this question, we turn to “The Book of Order” of the Presbyterian Church USA which describes the 
governance structure under which PC (USA) churches are to order themselves. 
 
NOTE: all references in this article come from the Book of Order which can be found at: https://
www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/2019-23-boo-elec_010621.pdf ). 

F-1.0201 Almighty God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and set him above all rule and authority, 
has given to him all power in heaven and on earth, not only in this age but also in the age to come God has 
put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church, which is his 
body. The Church’s life and mission are a joyful participation in Christ’s ongoing life and work. 

A Presbyterian church finds Christ’s call to the church by members who are elected to boards of the church by 
its congregation. Generally, Presbyterian churches have two elected boards: Ruling Elders (Session) and         
Deacons. Some churches have a third board called Trustees. FPC-N follows the latter approach with three 
boards. 

In a Presbyterian church, the Ruling Elders (Session) and the Pastor oversee all aspects of the church. All  
committees and boards of the church come under supervision of the Session. 

G-2.0301 As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New         
Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and gov-
ernance of God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, 
having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not 
because they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the              
congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith 
and life. Ruling elders, together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, exercise leadership,            
government, spiritual discernment, and discipling and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation 
as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relationships. 

Our church also has Trustees, who are the managers of church property. Per the Book of Order, Trustees act 
under supervision of the Session. 

G-4.0101: [All Actions of the trustees are] subject to the authority of the session and under the provisions 
of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The powers and duties of the trustees shall not  
infringe upon the powers and duties of the session or the board of deacons.  

G-4.0102: The ruling elders on the session of a congregation, who are eligible under the civil law, shall be 
the trustees of the corporation, unless the corporation shall determine another method for electing its           
trustees.  

The Deacon Board as defined in the Book of Order is our board of pastoral care and, like Trustees, comes          
under authority of the Session. 

G-2.0201: The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service,    
sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the 
oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual  
character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound  
judgment should be chosen for this ministry.  

G-2.0202: Deacons may be individually commissioned or organized as a board of deacons. In either case, 
their ministry is under the supervision and authority of the session.  

The “Book of Order” is not the Bible of the church. All aspects of the church come under the authority of the 
Bible. The Book of Order, which has been formed throughout 400 years of church experience, only guides us 
to live out the call that Jesus Christ has given us. I hope this short description helps all of us better understand 
how First Presbyterian does its work. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Eric 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/2019-23-boo-elec_010621.pdf
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/2019-23-boo-elec_010621.pdf


 6 

 

Worship  

Carol Olson  

Peace and Global Witness Offering  

will be collected on  

World Communion Sunday 

October 2, 2022 

 

Watch for more information in the 

Sunday bulletins in September. 

Worship Assistance 

Are you interesting in assisting with ushering and communion on Sunday 

mornings?  We are coordinating new schedules for this fall.    

 

All are welcome to assist in this ministry of the church. Contact Carol Olson for more details 

and to sign up. 

Pathway to a New Pastor: The Mission Study Begins! 

Jim Pierson-Perry 

 

As described in the last issue of Heartbeat, we are following a               

multi-stage pathway to finding our new called pastor. This month, I 

am pleased to report that we have taken the next major step with for-

mation of a Mission Study Team. 

 

The Mission Study Team is responsible for reviewing the inputs re-

ceived from our congregation relative to understanding: 

• who we are as a church 

• what we stand for 

• why we operate the way we do 

• our goals for future ministry 

 

The results of this assessment will be summarized into a Mission 

Study document which will serve as the basis for our church’s ministry 

over the next five years. The document will describe various aspects of 

our church such as what we believe, how we express our faith through  

worship and missions, our organizational structure and demographics, 

our community, and our resources—financial and other—and, most 

importantly, the vision and goals for our future.  

 

Members of the Mission Study Team were identified and approved by 

Session, and represent a cross-section of our congregation. They are 

Lois Huggins, Kern Piser, Ann Roybal, Tom Shaw, Pam Wunder, and 

Jim Pierson-Perry (Chair). The team will be assisted by John Balaguer 

from the New Castle Presbytery Committee on Ministers and Congre-

gations and our interim pastor Eric Markman. 

 

The team will begin meeting in September with a goal to complete the 

Mission Study by the end of the year. Once written, the document will 

be reviewed and approved by our Session and the New Castle                 

Presbytery. Completion of the Mission Study is a required step for the 

new pastor search to begin. 
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Clerk’s Corner 
Nancy Lewis 

Summer has been a busy time for the Session.  

We have been meeting with the Recovery Community to understand their needs for meeting rooms, and also 
with an outside non profit agency which needs space for their growing counseling service.  

We plan to find a solution which continues to support the needs of our recovering community neighbors, but 
also fully utilizes Westminster House, and supports our missions.  

Session has formed a Mission Review Team, which will use the data we collect from Vital Congregations. 
This team is an important step in the process of calling a new pastor.  

Afghan Family Update 

Our Afghan friends continue to thrive.  Two of the men now have drivers licenses and a third now has his   

permit. The teenage girl completed her painting class, and the teenage boy is taking soccer camp. Because of 

his participation in Kirkwood Soccer, he was invited to a tryout of the Delaware Olympics Development        

Program.  He passed the tryout and is now on the roll and can participate in their pre-Olympic activities next 

year.   

 

The four year old boy has been prepared for kindergarten by Faith Koser, and I know he will have a success 

year.  

 

We continue to bring weekly food boxes to four families in Newark: two are our Afghan friends, one is from 

Syria, and the fourth is from Afghanistan. We collect them from Congregation Beth Emeth and deliver them 

in Newark  

 

I want to thank the whole team who help our refugee families: 

Melody Bock, Greg Hills, Faithe Koser Annette Megan, Ron Mehan, and Carolyn Morton.    

Please let us know if you would like to join our team.  
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Presbyterian Women 
Carol Olson, Pam Wunder 

 

 

Our Purpose 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,                       

we commit ourselves 

• to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study 

• to support the mission of the church worldwide 

• to work for justice and peace, and 

• to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the                

Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 

Inviting all Christian women to experience the benefits of our Circles (small groups) by attending one of our 

newly formed Circles which meet for the first time for the ’22-’23 year throughout the day on Tuesday, Sept. 

20th.   

Presbyterian Women is an organization open to ALL Christian women (FPC-N members and non-members).  
Current Sisters, invite your friends. Our Circles meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month; two in the morning 

(10 am), two in the afternoon (1 pm) and one in the evening (7:30 pm).   Past monthly meetings have been in 
person, by Zoom or hybrid from September through May. We look forward to sharing our PW Horizons          
Bible Study (What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of          

Jesus), local & global mission opportunities, prayer support and fellowship with you.  For more information, 
to try out a circle, or to join, please call Ann Ferreira at 302-731-5489, text Pam Wunder 302-588-4481 or 

email pw@firstpresnewark.org. 

Save the 

Date 

PW sponsored fall program open to ALL 

October 4th ~ 6pm MHW 

Potluck followed by Program 

Read the September Communicators for more info  

  

Presbyterian Women are again              

collecting school supplies for  

Albert H. Jones  

Elementary School .   

 
Collection boxes will be located in Memorial Hall 

outside the office. 
Donations will be received through September. 

Complete list of supplies can be downloaded using 

the link below or in Memorial Hall. 

School Supply Collection Link 

Due to space restrictions with sanctuary             

renovations, please contact Circle leaders about 

acceptable donations and store all donations at the 

donor’s home at this time. 

 

Kitchen Items—Circle 1:  Pat Steele, Beverly Stout 

Holiday and Crafts-Circle 2:  Shirley Hills, Lucia Merrick 

Kids Corner—Circle 3:  Carolyn Morton, Ann Roybal 

Attic Treasures and Jewelry—Circle 4: Rosemarie Beron 

 and Anne Lewis 

Baked Goods—Circle 5:  Jackie Evers, Nancy Black, 

 Annette Mehan 

Presbyterian Women’s Fall Fair 

mailto:pw@firstpresnewark.org
http://firstpresnewark.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-School-supplies-collection-flyer.pdf
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Children’s Learning 

Darlene Newsom 

    SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING 

The Sunday School teachers and staff are excited to  

announce that Sunday School will begin on  September 25th.   

This will coincide with the opening of our newly renovated sanctuary. 

 

Each Sunday beginning with September 25th, children should come to the sanctuary with their parents or 

grandparents for the beginning of the service.  Shortly after the first hymn, Pastor Eric will call the children to 

the front of the sanctuary for a short Children’s Message.  Afterwards, they will be taken downstairs by two 

staff members for Sunday School.  Parents should pick up their children in the Sunday School Room after the 

church service. 

We certainly are looking forward to seeing the children as they return to Sunday School! 

 

Adult Learning 

Melody Bock 

Labor Day means 
the end of summer 
vacation and the 
start of school.  So, 
if you’ve taken the 
summer off and 
are ready to dive back into “school” (i.e. the study of 
God’s word and how it applies to your life) your Adult 
Education/Discipleship committee has a place for you 
this Fall.   
 

Starting the Sunday after Labor Day, September 
11 in the Parlors, please join David Lovelace and/or 
Melody Bock (after getting your snacks and drink, of 
course!) to dive deeper into Pastor Eric’s sermon and 
the scripture verses read in  
service. It will be an open discussion and a time of      
fellowship as we attempt to gain a better understanding 
of who God calls us to be and how we are to live as 
Christians in our community, church and homes. 

Grief Support Group 

Will  begin meeting on Mondays from 

10:30am—12:00pm. in Memorial Hall  

Parlors on September 26, October 10 and 

24, November 7 and 21 and  

December 5.  

 

Contact Nancy Boulden or Beth         

Thomas for additional information. 



 10 

 

Sanctuary Renovation Update 

Don Tancredi and the Renovation Committee 

We have been hard at work all summer, and where has the time gone? For a few of us, we have been spending 
just about every weekday working, planning, and supervising contractors. We have contracted the three main 
phases of the project, expansion of the chancel area, the flooring and the pews.  

All of the other little stuff is being completed by the team, Dave Evers, Joe Huggins, Jim Pierson-Perry and 
myself. We design, pull wires, clean, and solve problems on the things that keep us up at night. We are on 
schedule for late September reopening. 

We hope that you are following our progress on Facebook, I would also like to thank Scott Sheldon and his 
team who have provided the muscle in removing all the heavy thing and providing manpower in getting our 
organ back on the new Chancel. 

Don Tancredi 
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Helping Hand 
Steve Hardwick 

Food for the hungry and hope for the homeless September Collection for Newark Area Welfare. 
Bags being handed out—September 18, Collection—September 25 

 
Priority needs include: 

 
Breakfast cereal/instant oatmeal, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, jelly, ketchup, mayonnaise, mustard, 
pancake mix and syrup, instant potatoes, spam, stuffing (chicken & turkey), gravy 
soup of all kinds, boxed desserts (cookies, cake, brownies, etc). 
 

Collection boxes are located out side the office and donations can be dropped off during the week during 
office hours.  Also welcome: checks, made out to: "First Presbyterian Church” -   Memo line:  Newark 
Area Welfare 

Friendship House Update 

FH is Determined to Step In and Help 
 
On August 1, 2022, Delaware announced the Federal pandemic-related emergency hotel voucher funding is 

ending. This emergency housing voucher program,  supported by the American Rescue Plan, was meant to be 

temporary. This funding is coming to an end as of August 31, 2022, and 436 households in Delaware, half of 

which have children under 18, will need to find another source of housing. 

Click here to ready full article. 

FPC/UD/Newark Community Connections Update    

 

Did you read in the News Journal that 436 Delaware households -- over half of which include children 

under 18 — will lose their temporary pandemic housing on Aug. 31?  There is very little – if any –         

affordable housing in Newark.  People without a home often seek sanctuary in or near churches.  How can we 

most effectively help these families with such urgent needs? 

 

In collaboration with Newark Interfaith Leaders, we are organizing to give public comment at City Council 

meetings. Since few of us know how to be effective housing advocates, training will help prepare us for this 

role.  We are also planning to host intergenerational bridge-building events, where older congregants are 

able to connect with university students and young professionals to hear their perspectives and glean more  

energy for advocacy. 

  

Since the need is so urgent, we are “flying this plane as we build it.”  We know that if we all work together, 

we can have a much greater impact than working alone.  We will keep you updated on opportunities for you to 

get involved as soon as we learn of them.  Call to action:  If you know of any persons facing homelessness, 

please help us collect these personal stories.  Keep your eyes and ears open.  We’re learning that person-

al stories are some of the most powerful ways to help officials see the need to take action. 

  

-- Members of FPC/UD/Community Connections Team:  Francis Kwansa, Evelyn Hayes, Ann Roybal & Pat 

Nelson 

https://www.friendshiphousede.org/fh-is-determined-to-step-in-and-help/
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First Presbyterian Church hosts table at Newark Community Day 

Dear Church Group Chairs and Members, 
Community Day at the University of Delaware, September 18th, is a great opportunity for 
us to take a step forward into the community.   We can define who are and what our  
mission is in the community and the world. 
 
I will be making up a schedule for church members to sign up to at the booth representing 
First Church. We will need 3 to 4 church members to be at the booth for 2-hour shifts. I 
believe set up will be around 9-10 am. The hours of Community Day are 11:00am to 4:00 pm. More               
information will be coming soon. 
 
Greg Hills 
Community Day Coordinator 

Our Prayer Team! 

Did you know every Wednesday            

morning we have a prayer group that 

meets online to pray for our church and 

it’s members?     

If you are in need of prayer, please 

reach out to us!   We have prayer cards 

every Sunday to fill out or you can 

email us your prayer request to 

prayer@firstpresnewark.org 

“The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty:  He 
will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will 
rest in his love, He will joy over thee with singing.” 

     Zephaniah 3:17 
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The deadline for the  

October 

 Heart Beat is  

September 15 

The Families of: 
† Sanford Blair died 7/13 
† Esther Reutter died 7/16 
† Garrett Norman died 8/5 

 

Jim & JoAnne McNeely 

September 4th 

Brian & Charlean Ruiter 

September 4th 

Don & Carol Coughenour 

September 6th 

Kern and Maryanne Piser 

September 11 

Bob & Nancy Black 

September 14th 

Tom & Gale Johnston 

September 16th 

3. Jacque Land, Carolyn Morton, Nick Nickle, 

Andrew Thomson, Evan Nesnow 

6       David Baker  

7 Seona Stevenson 

8 Janet Macharia, Hope Politi 

9 Caroline Agbemabiese,, Walter Opoku 

12    Lexi Kleinguenther,   Christine Maucher 

14     Anna Gliwa, Ruth Griffith 

15 Kallee Shore, Janet Thomson 

16 Kevin Thomson 

17 Robert Politi, Kathy Tancredi 

19 Virginia Murtagh 

20    Lynn  Reyne 

21    John Bock, Dave Lovelace 

22 Julia Richardson 

24 Angela Abankwa-Opoku, Bob Black, 

Phyllis Sisk 

25 Gavin Servia 

26 Urie Boulden, Michelle Thompson 

27 Carol Coughenour 

29     Beth Marshall  
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A nurturing 
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Jesus Christ 

reflecting God’s love 
for the world as we 
Worship, Grow and 

Serve. 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street 

Newark, DE  19711 

(302) 731-5644 

Email:  fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

Website:  firstpresnewark.org 

 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

(September—May) 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Eric Markman 

pastor@firstpresnewark.org 

cell:  603-770-3239 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration Team 

Cindy Rogers, Office Manager  

officemanager@firstpresnewark.org 

 

Worship Team 

Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader 

Carol Olson, Worship Chair 

 

Structure Leadership 

Bob Black, Treasurer 

Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary 

Nancy Lewis , Clerk of Session 

Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Open, President, Board of Trustees 

John Bock President, Westminster Management 

Carol Olson and Pam Wunder. Co-Moderators,  

Presbyterian Women 


