
   

 

October 2022 

Heart 
Beat 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street, Newark, Delaware 19711 
(302) 731-5644          fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we  
Worship, Grow and Serve. 

Worship Highlights 

Sunday Worship 

10:00am  

Worship Service 

 

Online giving  

through PayPal  

 

https://firstpresnewark.org/

giving-at-fpc-n/  

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCMgrt0yHvgO-

jUPphSOFgxxA 

 

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

 

Church Calendar 

click here 

Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday 

 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Friday 

 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

 the new creation has come:  

The old has gone, the new is here!        
2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Grand Reopening Celebration  

Sunday, October 16th at 10:00am 

 

Join us for a day of Celebration and Blessing  

of our new Sanctuary!  Invite your friends and family. 

A reception will follow in the narthex hosted by the 

Deacons. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://73901153.view-events.com
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Dear Friends, 

 

Last Sunday, the confirmation class and I attended service at the Olivet Presbyterian Church in the 
Glasgow section of Newark. Olivet is a newly formed Ghanian Presbyterian church, not far from 
First Pres. Newark. The church, like many churches, is struggling, and our young people helped 
them feel supported by another church in this Presbytery. We sang some old familiar hymns, and 
some West African hymns in Twi, one of the languages of Ghana. Our youngest confirmand, Tyler, 
helped lead the children’s sermon.  

 

Seona, and Connor read our scripture lessons. The OT was from Isaiah 40, the announcement that 
God would bring the people of Israel home who held captive in Babylon. With Tyler’s help, we 
then gather for the Children’s Sermon. Using the theme of the people of Israel leaving Babylon and 
crossing the lands back to Israel, we sang, “We are Marching in the Light of God,” and marched 
around the sanctuary. The New Testament lesson was from the 1st Chapter of the Gospel of John, 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” And “The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

 

We challenged the congregation that it would take each and everyone of them reaching out to the 
neighborhood as the light of Christ – for the light of the church to shine brightly and bring the light 
of Christ into this world filled so often in darkness. And, of course, the challenge is the same for us 
as well. 

 

After the service our young people had the opportunity to meet with and talk with members of the 
congregation. It was a successful and wonderful Sunday. Exchanging ideas, getting to know each 
other, and mutually supporting each other. 

 

Sometimes we are not aware of all the mission work that this church is doing. Last week it was our 
young people building relationships and bringing mutual support. 
Soon we will also be worshiping with our local temple. Our young 
people also have mentors who are working with them as each of 
them write their faith statements. Please keep, David, Seona, 
Connor, Tyler, and Jennifer in your prayers! 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Eric 
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Dropping the Weight of the Past to Move Boldly into the Future”. 

With Rev. Dr. Leonard Hedges-Geottl 

 

Rev. Len will join us at the pulpit on Sundays, October 2 & 9. We will then have in   

person small groups on Saturday morning at 9:00am and Sunday morning at 11:30am 

in the office library.   

 

Workshops will be held on: 

                                                    October 22 and 23 and October 29 and 30 

November 5 and 6 and November 12 and 13  

with a wrap up and giving thanks on November 27.  

 

Please attend the Sundays when he will bring us the message and attend one of the workshops with Rev. Dr. 

Leonard Hedges-Geottl  Workshop sign up sheets are located in the narthex.  Please sign up for one of the  

sessions on either Saturday or Sunday.  (there is a  limit of 8 people per session, please write one name per 

line.)  These will be in-person meetings in the office library. 

Childcare will be provided. 

We need you!! 
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Worship  

Carol Olson  

Peace and Global Witness Offering  

will be collected on  

World Communion Sunday 

October 2, 2022 

Worship Assistance 

Are you interesting in assisting with ushering and communion on Sunday  

mornings?  We are coordinating new schedules for this fall.    

 

All are welcome to assist in this ministry of the church. Contact Carol Olson for more details 

and to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 2nd 

All who eat and drink without discerning the 

body, eat and drink judgment against                             

themselves.”                  (I Cor. 11:29)   

 

Come celebrate our oneness in Christ with all our 

brothers and sisters around the world.   

A big THANK YOU to  
 
Marianne Piser 
Paul and Phyllis Biddle 
Judy Agnello 
Lucia Merrick 
Carolyn Morton 
 
For getting the sanctuary in  
order for the 25th. It was a 
cardio workout!! 
 
Greatly Appreciated,  Carol Olson 
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Clerk’s Corner 
Nancy Lewis 

Session is pleased to announce that we have endorsed Myles Thompson so he can begin exploring ordination 
of Minister of Word and Sacrament in the PCUSA .  Melody Bock will be working with him through this          
process. 
 
We are now working with a local PCUSA church to audit our Finances.  This suggestion was made at the      
bequest of Presbytery, to enable us to better manage the Church's money.  It is customary in the Presbytery to 
have an outside group audit your church's finances.  
 
Session is beginning the process of investigating a Unicameral Board.   This would allow better                         
communication between the people responsible for the church buildings and the church policies.  If this         
process continues, the members of Trustees could join the Session. 
 
We are meeting with Jewish Family Services to see if we can come to an agreement over office space they 
need to start counselling services in the Newark area.  Meetings are ongoing and we will communicate the  
progress. 

Afghan Family Update 

Our Afghan families are nearing the end of their leases in University of Delaware housing.  We are working to 
help them find affordable housing in Newark, so the adults can continue to walk or bike to work, and the       
children can continue in their schools. 

It is difficult to immigrate to a new country where you don't know the language, and try to accumulate enough 
money for rent deposits. 

We are working on a plan to try to help these families.  Your help is needed to allow these hard working        
people to continue to live in Newark. 

Our Circle of Care was invited to a birthday party for a 5 year old.  
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Progress Update on FPC’s Path to Reaching the 7 Marks of a Vital Congregation – 9/12/22  
 

First Presbyterian Church-Newark began a series of Vital Congregations Conversations in the spring of 2022. 
Vital Congregations Planning Team facilitators, with the leadership of Pat Nelson, worked together to compile 
the individual responses and summarize what we found.  Thank you, congregation, for your thoughtful and 
energetic participation.   
 
This is a brief summary of the “big ideas” and major themes emerging from the Vital Congregation 

Conversations.  Our goal: make steady progress toward the Marks of a Vital Congregation:  #1:            

Lifelong Discipleship Formation, #2:  Authentic Evangelism, #3:  Relationship-based Community Engage-

ment, #4:  Empowered Servant Leadership, #5:  Spirit-Inspired Worship, #6: Caring Relationships and #7: 

Ecclesial (Church) Health.  Comments are summarized under: 

• Strengths to build on – FPC has strengths in each of the 7 marks, especially in Caring Relationships – 

where we feel God’s presence in worship, fellowship and in loving, caring, supporting and helping one an-

other.  We are confident that as God was with people in the Bible, so He is with us today.  Very good peo-

ple are watching our assets and we have excellent facilities. 

• Challenges – We’re concerned about who will be members/volunteers in the future. We’re missing young 

adults/families and unclear about how to provide offerings that meet their needs and interests. We focus on 

the small stuff and avoid tackling the big issues and conflict.  We want to learn healthy ways of communi-

cating and managing conflict. 

• Growth opportunities – We look forward to reenergizing small groups, fellowship and shared interest 

opportunities across age groups – where we can get to know each other and those in our community.  

Non-traditional worship gatherings – possibly including a meal, fellowship and worship, and/or Bible 

study-- might attract those in their 20’s and 30’s and up.   

• Emerging, promising efforts –The Afghan Refugee Integration Support Effort is a shining example of 
developing relationship-based outreach (where we not only donate resources, but also help by going 
with the Afghan families to parent-teacher conferences, soccer games, and grocery shopping – helping to 
bridge the transition to a new culture).  We are working collaboratively with other organizations to have a 
strong, positive impact on these individuals and our community. 

 
Next steps in Vital Congregations Process 

Dr. Len Goettl – Hedges’ sessions -- we’ll each sign up for one small group: Oct 22-23; Oct 29-30; Nov 5-
6; Nov 12-13 

Jan. 2023:  Spiritual Gifts Discovery Experiences will enrich us attaining Mark #4.  It will provide self-
discovery and a personal, spiritual inventory of gifts you may not even know you have! 

Feb. 2023:  Matching spiritual gifts with volunteer opportunities within FPC and the community.  
Then, we’ll continue with Vital Congregation Conversations, including Marks 2, 6, 7 – our communica-

tion and conflict management styles and our overall church health (as we strive to be a healthy body of 
Christ). 

Concurrently interested people will be working on next steps: 
Setting “next step” goals – then SMART goals Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and Timely 
Reflecting on Obstacles that could keep us from reaching our goals 
Planning ahead for addressing obstacles and keeping our goals updated and reality-based 
Would you like to help with these next steps for becoming a Vital Congregation? Let us know! 
 
Members of the Vital Congregation's Planning Team:  
 Jim Annett, Greg Hills, Francis Kwansa, Nancy Lewis, Mimi Lovelace, Pastor Eric Markman, Pat Nelson, 
Ann Roybal, Nancy Stevens, and Jynx Stevenson. 
 
Wtih thanks to the following for their much needed assistance: 
Nancy Boulden, Stephanie Birdsall, Jim Pierson-Perry and Dave Lovelace. 
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Presbyterian Women 
Carol Olson, Pam Wunder 

Our Purpose 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Ho-

ly Spirit, we commit ourselves 

• to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study 

• to support the mission of the church worldwide 

• to work for justice and peace, and 

• to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens 

the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of 
God’s kingdom. 

Presbyterian Women is an organization open to ALL Christian women (FPC-N members and non-members).  
Current Sisters, invite your friends, every Christian woman is welcome. Our Circles meet on the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month; two in the morning (10 am), two in the afternoon (1 pm) and one in the evening (7:30 pm).   
Past monthly meetings have been in person, by Zoom or hybrid from September through May. We look for-
ward to sharing our PW Horizons Bible Study (What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the 
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus), local & global mission opportunities, prayer support and fellow-
ship with you.  For more information, to try out a circle, or to join, please call Ann Ferreira at 302-731-5489, 
text Pam Wunder 302-588-4481 or email pw@firstpresnewark.org. 

Presbyterian Women 

Invite Everyone to a Potluck Dinner 

Tuesday, October 4th 

At 6:00 pm in Memorial Hall West 
           

       
 
 

Speaker at 7:00 pm 
Vlad Cerbov  

From: Jewish Family Services 

 
He will talk about JFS refugee resettlement               

activities for Afghan families with which our 
church is participating. 

Along with your         

appetite, please bring 

an appetizer, main 

dish or side dish to 

share. 

 

Circle 3 will      
provide desserts 

and coffee. 

 

Donations Requested: Due to space restrictions, please hold your            

donations until a date and time for drop offs is provided 

 

Kitchen Items - Circle 1: Pat Steele, Beverly Stoudt 

Fall/Christmas decor and Craft Items - Circle 2: Shirley Hills, Lucia Merrick 

Kids’ Corner - Circle 3: Carolyn Morton, Ann Roybal 

Attic Treasures and Jewelry—Circle 4: Rosemarie Beron,Anne Lewis 

Baked Goods - Circle 5: Jackie Evers, Nancy Black, Annette Mehan 

Men’s Cave – Stephanie Birdsall  

mailto:pw@firstpresnewark.org
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Children’s Learning 

Darlene Newsom 

 

Adult  

Learning 
Melody Bock 

 
Adult Sunday School is Sunday mornings in the Parlors 

following worship.  Please join David Lovelace and/or 

Melody Bock to dive deeper into Pastor Eric’s  sermon 

and the  scripture verses read in service.  

Grief Support Group 

Please join us on Mondays as 

we continue our program 

“Hope Beyond Today”. 

October 10—Session 2:   In-

fluences Affecting Your Grief 

October 24—Session 3:  The 

Ripple Effects of Your Loss 

November 7—Session 4:  Healthy Grief Versus 

Complicated Grief 

November 21—Session 5:  Counsel From Those 

Who Have Walked This Journey 

December 5—Session 6:  Now What?  Where Do 

I Go From Here? 

 

Contact Nancy Boulden with any questions. 

 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  For Kindergarten through Grade 5  

Parents should bring their youth and children to the church service with them.  After the first prayer, the          

children, youth, and parents will be asked to come down to the chancel.  After a short message to children and 

youth, they will be taken down stairs for their lesson.   

Looking forward to seeing everyone! 

You’re Invited to 

Trunk Or Treat 

Saturday, October 29th from 1:00 PM—3:00 PM 

In Memorial Hall 

If you are interested in decorating a table, please contact Greg Hills or 

Darlene Newsom. 
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Helping Hand 
Steve Hardwick 

Food for the hungry and hope for the homeless October Collection for Meeting Ground. 
Bags being handed out—October 16, Collection—October 23 

 
Priority needs include: 

 
 

Collection boxes are located out side the office and donations can be dropped off during the week during 
office hours.  Also welcome: checks, made out to: "First Presbyterian Church” -   Memo line:  Meeting 
Ground 

Hope Dining Room 
Willee Short 

Hope is open and we are serving at tables inside, much to our pleasure.  It has been wonderful to see              
familiar faces and renew old friendships.  The numbers have been extremely low and we have attributed it to 
the weather. In fact,  when we were there for August we served 13 people and we had 7 people working.  We 
hope this picks up with the better weather. We will hang in and enjoy what we are doing and hope for the best. 
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The deadline for the  

November/ 

 Heart Beat is  

October 15 

The Families of: 
† Esther Reutter, who’s service 

was held October 1st. 

 

2       Jim Pierson-Perry, Audrianna  Hunting 

4 Jen Blackburn, Dottie Keihm, Abigail Robison,   

6 Ron Olson 

11. Scott Huffman 

13 Gerald Kluis, Art Trembanis 

18     Julles Stevenson 

20     Bill Thompson  

21     Ray Leibfried, Jeff Merrick 

22   Alexander Boulden, Brenda Breffitt, Stacie Guyton 

23    Alaina vonLindenberg 

25 Cindy Rogers 

26 Jan Huckleberry 

27 Tim Evers 

29   Judy Agnello,  Kenzie Huffman 

30   Brittney Hastings 

31    Miranda Farnum, Lucia Merrick 

October 9 

John & Kim Brady 

October 24 

Eric Markman and Cindy Kohlmann 

October 30 

Don & Kathy Tancredi 

 

Congratulations to: 
 
• Myles Thompson and Katie Garibaldi 

who were married September 24th  
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Newark, DE 19711 
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A nurturing 
community in  
Jesus Christ 

reflecting God’s love 
for the world as we 
Worship, Grow and 

Serve. 

First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street 

Newark, DE  19711 

(302) 731-5644 

Email:  fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

Website:  firstpresnewark.org 

 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

(September—May) 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Eric Markman 

pastor@firstpresnewark.org 

cell:  603-770-3239 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration Team 

Cindy Rogers, Office Manager  

officemanager@firstpresnewark.org 

 

Worship Team 

Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader 

Carol Olson, Worship Chair 

 

Structure Leadership 

Bob Black, Treasurer 

Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary 

Nancy Lewis , Clerk of Session 

Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees 

John Bock President, Westminster Management 

Carol Olson and Pam Wunder. Co-Moderators,  

Presbyterian Women 


