
   

Heart 
Beat 292 West Main Street, Newark, Delaware 19711 

(302) 731-5644          fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we  
Worship, Grow and Serve. 

Worship Highlights 

Sunday Worship 

10:00am  
Worship Service 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

December 24th  

8:00 p.m. 

Join us for Advent and Christmas  

 
 
November 27th—First Sunday in Advent HOPE 
  
December 4th – Second Sunday in Advent-PEACE 
  
December 11th – Third Sunday in Advent-JOY 
  
December 18th – Forth Sunday in Advent-LOVE 
 
December 25th – Lessons & Carols 

December 2022/

January 2023 

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCMgrt0yHvgO-

jUPphSOFgxxA 

 

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

Church Calendar 

click here 

Online giving  

through PayPal  

 

https://firstpresnewark.org/

giving-at-fpc-n/  

Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday 

 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Friday 

 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://73901153.view-events.com
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/
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“Love in the Time of Tragedy” 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

The Christmas story is truly that of 
“love in the time of tragedy.” Mary 
is a young woman betrothed to 
Joseph, but not yet married when 

Gabriel brings the message that she is pregnant, what 
people of that time would consider a true tragedy (and 
some even today). The revelation of such information 
could lead to stoning Mary to death.  

Joseph on receiving the news of Mary’s pregnancy 
decides the best thing to do would be to dismiss her 
quietly (His fears would be later dispelled by an angel’s 
visit in a dream giving the assurance that all was 
according to God’s plan.) The beginning of our story is 
one of great joy and great danger. 

The country of Israel is held by the Roman Empire, thus 
losing their independence, and even having their deep 
religious beliefs threatened, another tragic situation. 
Because of this military occupation, and for reasons of 
foreign taxation, there is a census called by Caesar 
Augustus which forces Mary, heavy with child, and 
Joseph to leave their hometown of Nazareth and travel 
to Bethlehem where, as we all know only too well, there 
is no room at the inn. (It is even possible that the “Inn” 
is actually Joseph’s family’s home, but with Mary 
pregnant and unwed, the family would only let them 
stay in the barn connected to the house.) Mary and 
Joseph are poor with no place to stay (a story only too 
familiar in our own day). 

In our world today the gap between the rich and the 
poor grows daily. The number of people with nowhere 
to sleep multiplies by the hour. Affordable housing is 
nearly unavailable. Like Mary and Joseph refugees seek 
a safe place to live and some seek a place to give birth.  

Mary and Joseph found themselves in this same place. 
All they had was a cattle shed, the warmth of the 
animals around them, and a manger in which to lay their 
newborn child. Only two years later they would even 
become refugees with their son Jesus seeking safety in 
Egypt. It was their commitment to each other, and a 
faith in God no matter what should befall them that saw 
them through all they faced.  

 

 

 

 

 

It was on that cold dark night in a world filled with 
tragedy that things began to change. Suddenly the 
skies were rent open and down from heaven came 
the angels – not to see Mary, Joseph and the child, 
but rather to tell the shepherds in the field, the 
poorest of the poor, that a child of extraordinary 
nature had been born in Bethlehem. They were the 
ones who were to bear that all-important message 
to Mary and Joseph.  

How strange it all seems when we look at the 
events through new eyes and yet also how 
inspiring. How many things could have gone 
wrong with God’s choice for coming into our 
world? In each turn of the story, disaster lurked 
just around the corner. I even think of the dangers 
of a baby born in such unsanitary conditions as a 
cattle shed, and remember the incredibly high 
infant mortality in poor countries even today.  

And yet God chose to be with us, not as a rich and 
powerful ruler, not born into a family of privilege, 
not choosing to live in a more powerful and 
privileged country such as Rome, but rather 
choosing a poor family, newly married, away from 
home at the time of birth, in a country that was 
under occupation and politically highly unstable. 
God gives us a gift of “love in the time of 
tragedy,” which gives me profound hope. It is 
only too easy to see that our time isn’t that much 
different than Mary’s and Joseph’s time. Today, 
God could easily find a situation much like the one 
into which Jesus was born.  

I believe that God looked down upon our world 
filled with tragedies two thousand years ago with 
eyes of love and compassion and reached out to us 
with a miracle – God’s Son! Mary and Joseph, the 
shepherds, and many others responded out of faith 
to the message they received. 

It was their response of love and faith that began to 
redefine their time and lives into a “world 
changing faith.” This is a faith that looks deeply 
into our world to try and understand the tragedies 
that so often define human existence, and respond 
with compassion, love and understanding, 
underpinned by the faith in God who sent his Son 
into our world to give us faith, hope, and love. And 
the greatest of these is the love of Christ, which 
gives us the strength to transform our world of 
tragedies into lives filled with love and a world 
filled with possibility.  

Have a wonderful and blessed Advent and 
Christmas season.  

 

Pastor Eric  
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“Learning By Example” 

Dear Friends, 

Here are some excerpts from an announcement from the Pension Board of the national Presbyterian Church. The 
PCUSA Board of Pensions has just called Reverend Dr. Jerry L. Cannon, as its Vice President after more than 30 
years as Pastor of C.N. Jenkins Memorial Presbyterian Church, a thriving congregation in Charlotte, North            
Carolina. There is much to gain by reading how Dr. Cannon served his congregation before he was called to this 
new position. 

After Dr. Cannon was installed as pastor of C.N. Jenkins Memorial in 1992, the congregation grew        
dramatically, nearly tripling in size. Much of that growth was driven by his approach to the worship             
experience — one that mixes old and new traditions to tailor the church service for multigenerational               
appeal. Additionally, he spearheaded the creation of several highly engaging ministries focused on                    
recognition, scholarship, and fine arts for young congregants. 

Community-based ministry has been a commitment of Dr. Cannon's as well. Under his leadership, C.N. Jenkins 
Memorial partnered with several shelters to hold Bible study and provide other worship opportunities to support 
individuals in recovery. The church is also the only Black Presbyterian church in the Charlotte area that is a            
partner with Freedom School Partners — an initiative designed to reduce summer learning loss for local students.  

Let us work to follow the example set here! 

 

God Bless, 

Pastor Eric 
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Worship   

Blue Christmas Service 

 
A Blue Christmas worship service of comfort and light will be offered at 2 p.m.,             

Saturday, Dec.3, in the parlor in Memorial Hall.  

 

If your holiday spirit is waning for any reason please join us for a quiet service of                

remembrance for what we have lost.  If there will be an empty chair at your Christmas      

table or if Christmas finds you surrounded by darkness, this is a safe place to gather.           

Pastor  Eric will officiate. All are welcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Removing  of the Greens 

 

Sunday, January 1st 

 After the 10:00 service.    

Lessons & Carols  

Worship Service 

Sunday, December 25th 
 

 

Join us for the celebration of 

Christmas through Lessons and Carols, an age-old 

British tradition. 

 

From prophecy to fulfillment, the story is told once 

again through the reading of familiar Bible passages 

and the singing of beloved carols.   

 

Please plan to join us for this inspiring event which 

vows to be a blessed addition to the joy of your 

Christmas season. 

The 2023                   

Flower Chart  

 

is now available!  Please 

contact the church office to 

sign up.   

Cost is $31.00.    

 

Flowers can be dedicated in honor or memory of 

family, friends and loved ones.   If you have a         

specific date you wish to reserve, please be sure to 

call early! 

Are you interested in Ushering on 

Christmas Eve for the 8:00pm          

service?   Please contact Carol        

Olson if you are available at          

302-731-0533. 
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Clerk’s Corner 
Nancy Lewis 

Many people have taken advantage of the opportunity of speaking to Pastor Len Hedges-Goettl  It has been a 

good way to try to take the church forward and let go to past problems and hurts.   If you have not yet had a 

chance to meet with him, please make the time. 

 

Session sponsored a Legacy Workshop with Ellie Jones-Kelly  on October 30.  If you are interested and you 

missed the workshop, we have some information in the church office  You can learn how you can include the 

church as a beneficiary. 

 

On November 17, we held a  House of Worship Security Assessment performed    We will be able to use the 

audit to make our church more secure. 

   

There was a Baptism of a baby daughter of this church on October 23, 2022.  It is a delight to see Baptisms. 

 

Nancy Lewis 

Clerk of Session 

 

 

2022 Christmas Joy Offering 

will be received  

on Christmas Eve,   

December 24th 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering provides assistance to current and 

retired church workers and their families in their time of need, 

and develops our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools 

and colleges equipping communities of color.  

Afghan Family Update 

Our family with four children has decided to move to California to be with family and friends.  The First 

Church Circle of Care held a good bye dinner for them and we all celebrated the successes the family has 

made, from the educational advances of the children, the soccer success of the oldest boy, and the mother’s 

success working at a local hotel.   They will be moving at the end of November.  Our church gave them a 

very generous check to help with moving expenses. 
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Christian Education 
 

 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  For Kindergarten through Grade 5  

Parents should bring their youth and children to the church service with them.  After the first prayer, the          

children, youth, and parents will be asked to come down to the chancel.  After a short message to children and 

youth, they will be taken down stairs for their lesson.   

Please remember that there will be no Sunday School on Sunday, December 25th  and Sunday, January 
1st.  Wishing you all a very blessed holiday! 

Adult Learning 

Look for Advent devotionals located in the narthex.  Please help yourself to a free copy this Advent season. 

Beginning November 27th, we will be watching and discussion a video Advent series on the four themes of 
Advent until we break for Christmas.   
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Presbyterian Women 
Carol Olson, Pam Wunder  

Luke 2:10  But the angel said to them,  
"Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy  

which will be for all the people ... " 

Join Us For The 

Presbyterian Women’s 

Christmas Program 

 

“What Sweeter Music” 

 

Tuesday, December 6th, 7:00 pm  

In the Sanctuary 

 

                                                Come early.  Music begins at 6:45 pm 

 

 This program is being created by Joanne Hench and Pastor Beth Thomas.   

We expect this to be a wonderful opportunity to prepare your hearts and minds for the Advent season. 

Everyone is invited to attend- bring a friend or two! Hope to see you there! 

Free-Will Offerings will be collected for: 

 

Our Afghan Families 
Our Circle of Care is still busy at work           

helping our refugee families as they move 

into new housing. 

 

Donations to support their efforts to be           

independent in their new places are greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Cash or checks made payable to: 

FPCN-PW with “Afghan” in memo line. 

 

Shoes That Fit of  DE 
      “Shoes That Fit tackles one of the most visible signs of 

poverty by giving kids in need new athletic shoes to attend 

school with dignity and joy. Together, we can make a        

difference to kids in need. We can alleviate this simple       

burden. We can stop bullying by making sure no child is 

wearing shoes that are too old or smelly or too                        

inappropriate. 
      Since our founding in 1992, we’ve provided over 2         
million pairs of brand new shoes and other necessities to 
children across the United States.” 
 

For more info visit www.shoesthatfit.org 

Let’s help local Delaware children! 

               Cash or checks made payable to: 

FPCN-PW with “Shoes” in memo line. 

http://www.shoesthatfit.org
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Christmas Memorials 2022 

The Christmas season is a time when people remember and honor loved ones.  Our 

church provides two opportunities to appreciate and recall special people during the 

holiday season. The traditional poinsettias will be in the sanctuary on December 

19th.  You may  pick up your poinsettia (s) after the Christmas Eve service you attend 

on December 24th. The cost for each poinsettia is $15.00.  An alternate choice will be 

to make a contribution to local mission.  We have not selected this year’s recipient yet.  

 You may pay with cash or check made payable to: First Presbyterian Church.  On the memo line of the check 

please indicate “Poinsettia” or “Local Mission.”   

Please complete the attached form.  Send the form and payment to First Presbyterian Church or place both in 

the offering plate by DECEMBER 9th.  All memorials received by the deadline will be acknowledged in the 

church bulletin.  If you have any questions, please call the church office at 731-5644. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

 

 

Your Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone/Email:   __________________________________________________________________  

I wish to:  _____    donate a poinsettia    _____    contribute to local mission 

Wording:  (Choose 1 per donation)    

 

 Given in memory of loved ones_____________________________________ 

 

 by _________________________________________________________ 

  

 Given in loving memory of _________________________________________ 

 

 by: ________________________________________________________ 

  

 Given in honor of________________________________________________ 

 

 By: ________________________________________________________ 

 

  

I will _____  will not _____ pick up my poinsettia (s) after the Christmas Eve service I attend.  
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Special Christmas Concerts  in the FPC Sanctuary 

UD Chorale & 

Schola Cantorum 

Concert 

“Carols by Candlelight” 

 

Saturday, December 3rd 

at  7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets available through  

UD box office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newark Community Band 

Christmas Concert 

Sunday, December 11th 

at 3:00 p.m. 

 
Share the joy of the 

 holidays! 

Join with this 60-piece concert 

band for a Christmas Concert. 

 

 Free to attend. 

 

Chesapeake Silver 
Coronet and 

Brass Band  

Concert 

 

Sunday, December 18th  

at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Come Celebrate the holidays 

 

Join with this national award  
winning 35-piece all brass           
British-style concert band for a 
joyous performance of         
Christmas classics and seasonal 
favorites.   
Free will offering will be             
accepted. 

Upcoming Events and Activities 

Advent / December 2022 

 

November 27    First Sunday of Advent 

December 3  7:00pm  UD Chorale and Schola Cantorium “Carols by Candlelight”  

     Concert-Sanctuary 

December 4      Second Sunday in Advent 

December 6  7:00pm Presbyterian Women Christmas Program 

December 11    Third Sunday of Advent 

   3:00pm Newark Community Band Concert 

December 18    Fourth Sunday of Advent-Christmas Joy Offering 

   6:00pm Chesapeake Brass Band Concert 

December 24  8:00pm Christmas Eve Service  

December 25    Lessons & Carols  

January 1    Removal of the Greens after the 10:00 service  
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Wishing you a very  
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 
 

The Staff at FPC-N! 
 

The office will be closed December 23rd 
and January 2nd. 

 
The office will be on limited hours for the holiday 

from December 26th—December 30th   
Pastor Eric will be available by phone at                          

603-770-3239 for any emergency. 

 

 

FPC-N Weather Policy 

 For Inclement weather delays  

and closings 

 

The season is approaching when the weather could 

effect our services and activities.   Please see  

guidelines below regarding cancellations and delays.  

 

1.    When the Christina School District closes, or 
opens late, our campus will be closed until our       
parking lots, walks, and entrances are snow and ice 
free, and the roads are cleared and safe.  Check the 
Church website or contact your group leader for    
confirmation. 
  
2.    When the state of Delaware declares a state of 
emergency and issues a travel ban for New Castle 
County, our campus will be closed while the travel 
emergency is in place, and until our parking lots, 
walks, and entrances are snow and ice free.  Check 
the Church website or contact your group leader for 
confirmation. 
  

3.    Group Leaders and Directors should keep        
participants updated during questionable weather. 
  
Please be sure to check your email, and check the 
website, www.firstpresnewark.org and Facebook  
page for updates.  Questions? - contact the church  
office, or your group leader. 

IRA Retirement Accounts and Qualified Charitable Distributions 

At this time of year, many individuals with IRA (Individual Retirement Accounts) are making arrangements with their 

financial institutions and advisors for Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) for 2022 and 2023. There is a provi-

sion in the federal tax code that allows all or part of an RMD to be distributed as a Qualified Charitable Distribution 

or QCD.  For several years, some of our members have been using QCDs as a way to contribute to the church. 

There may be tax advantages of using a QCD. This includes lowering taxable income by the amount of the QCD and 

lowering Medicare premiums which are based on income. QCD’s should be discussed with your financial institution, 

advisor, or tax professional. It is very important that the QCD be sent directly to the church or charity, otherwise it 

becomes taxable income. For general information, please call or text Harvey Conner (443-466-9051) or Jim Newsom 

(609-605-5663). 

Thanks so much for your continued financial support for FPCN and its mission and programs. 
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Prayer  Concerns or Needs? 

You can use the prayer card in the 

pews, contact the church office or use 

our prayer email:   

prayers @firstpresnewark.org 

Please let us know if you would like them kept                

confidential.   

The deadline for the  

February  

 Heart Beat is  

January 15 

If we are missing you from the birthday 

or anniversary list, please let us know!  

Contact Cindy in the church office.    

5     Paris Newlin 

7  Lois Huggins 

9 Matthew Bowen, Nancy McIlvaine 

13  Carson von Lindenberg 

15 Paula Berkebile, Marian Bowen 

16 Owen Nesnow, Gloria Zehnacker 

19  Tom Shaw 

20  Nathan Thomson 

21 Crystal  Norman 

23  Marie Cowgill 

25  Margaret Catts 

28  James Guyton 

31  Gail Ferry 

1 Paul Short, Nancy Stevens 

3 Dede Kirwan, Betty Whitcome 

4 Jan Fickeissen 

5    Janice Bendeck 

6 Pat Nelson 

7 Steven Choi 

10 Kevin Wunder, Thomas 

Wunder 

11 Martha Tappan 

12 Doris Brewer 

13 Holly Blackburn, Eric              

Markman 

16  Ann Lawrence 

17 Nancy Black         

22 Phyllis Osborne  

26 Fritz Land 

31  Madison Keller 

Steve & Kimberly Clowson 

December 10 

Paul & Phyllis Biddle 

December 17 

Larry & Caroline Agbemabiese 

December 24 

Murvin & Wanda Reese 

December 26 

Urie & Nancy Boulden 

December 29 

Beth Marshall & Tom Buckley 

December 30 

 

Bill & Nancy Lewis 

January 1 

      Scott & Chris Sheldon  

January 5 

Thank you…. 

• Dear FPC-N members,  Jim fell at home June 10 and had a four-day 

stay at Christiana hospital with a broken second vertebrae. He has had 

to wear a collar brace to support his neck and could not drive. We 

thank Nancy Boulden for arranging drivers for appointments and 

medical visits. We also thank the members who prayed for his recov-

ery. Jim has now healed sufficiently that he no longer needs to wear 

the collar and can drive again.  Our Driving Angels were Melody 

Bock, Nancy Boulden, Harvey Conner, Lorraine Conner, Steve Hard-

wick, Mimi Lovelace, Ann Roybal, Pat Steele, Nancy Stevens, and 

Jim Wilburn, We appreciate the prayers and the tangible help from 

the members of First Presbyterian Church Newark. Thank you all so 

much.  JoAnne McNeely 
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First Presbyterian Church 

292 West Main Street 

Newark, DE  19711 

(302) 731-5644 

Email:  fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

Website:  firstpresnewark.org 

 

Sunday Worship 

10:00am- Combined worship service 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Eric Markman 

ericmarkman@firstpresnewark.org 

cell:  603-770-3239 

 

Administration Team 

Cindy Rogers, Office Manager  

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Team 

Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader 

Carol Olson, Worship Chair 

 

Structure Leadership 

Bob Black, Treasurer 

Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary 

Nancy Lewis , Clerk of Session 

Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees 

John Bock President, Westminster Management 

Carol Olson and Pam Wunder. Co-Moderators,  

Presbyterian Women 

A nurturing 
community in  
Jesus Christ 

reflecting God’s love 
for the world as we 
Worship, Grow and 

Serve. 


