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Beat

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we
Worship, Grow and Serve.

Worship Highlights
Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m.—Contemporary Service
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m.—Traditional Service
March 1, 2020
First Sunday in Lent
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Theme: Minor Prophets—Major Messages
“Refiner’s Fire”
Scripture: Malachi 3:1-12

Lenten Supper Study
Sunday evenings beginning March 1st
with supper and study led by Pastor Steve.
”The Walk”-Five Essential Practices of the
Christian Life

by Adam Hamilton.
Potluck dinner begins at 5:30 p.m.
(bring a dish to share)
Study at 6:30 p.m.

Books are available to purchase at the church office

March 8, 2020
Second Sunday in Lent
Girl Scout Sunday
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Theme: Minor Prophets—Major Messages
“Joel-Coming Judgement, Coming Vision”
March 15, 2020
Third Sunday in Lent
Witnessing Sunday
Theme: Minor Prophets—Major Messages
“Jonah—God’s Way, Not My Way”

March 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Theme: Minor Prophets—Major Messages
“Micah—What God Wants”
March 29, 2019
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Theme: Minor Prophets—Major Messages
“Amos—Justice Shall Roll”

you as we approach the church season of
Lent. Enjoy, and learn more of the
history of the season. Pastor Steve
On Lent – Protestants do the sober season By Andrew
Santella, Slate e-magazine.
If you grew up, as I did, thinking of Lent as the Time
of the Frozen Fish Sticks, you can't help but be surprised
by the expanding enthusiasm for the pre-Easter season of
penitence and fasting. Lent, it seems, isn't just for
Catholics anymore. Over the last few years, more
Protestant churches have begun daubing ashes on the
foreheads of the faithful on Ash Wednesday, the first day
of Lent in Western Christianity (March 9 this year).
Fasting, long familiar to Catholics as a Lenten fact of life,
is increasingly popular with evangelical Christians striving
for spiritual awakening. A few mainline Protestant
churches even conduct foot-washing services on Maundy
Thursday—the traditional commemoration of Jesus'
washing the feet of his disciples—that takes place on the
Thursday before Easter. Which seems like a sign that
Protestants may be starting to beat Catholics at their own
game.
The showy practices typical of Lent—fasting and
vigils, ashes and incense—once helped define the split of
the Reformation. When they broke away in the 16th and
17th centuries, most Protestant churches left behind
anything that smacked of Catholic practice. (Though a few
"high-church" denominations—Episcopalians, for
example—remained partial to ashes and other staples of
Catholic ritual.) So, what's at work when Protestants and
Catholics find common cause in fasting and foot-washing?
While no one's ready to declare an end to 500 years of
ecumenical disagreement, the widening appeal of Lent
reflects the interest among believers of all kinds in
traditional ways of worship.
The fast and the ritual wearing of ashes predate
Christianity—Job repents "in dust and ashes" in the
Hebrew Bible. In the early church, it was a common to
prepare for the celebration of Easter with a two- or threeday period of penitence and fasting. Originally, the fast
was for new Christians preparing for baptism. But it
became a way for all church faithful to commemorate
Jesus' suffering and by the fourth century had expanded to
40 days. In the Middle Ages, believers limited themselves
during Lent to no meat and just one meal a day. Some
fasts were more extreme. According to the Catholic
Encyclopedia, some church members abstained not just
from meat, but from eggs, milk, cheese, and any "fruit
covered by a hard shell." The ritual of putting ashes on the
forehead grew out of a public confession ceremony for
Christian sinners that preceded Easter. It became a

said nothing about whether or not to eat sausages in
the weeks preceding Easter. Martin Luther cautioned
against fasting "with a view to meriting something by
it as by a good work," arguing that Catholic
teachings gave believers the false idea that fasting
could cancel out sin and win points toward salvation.
In his Institutes of the Christian Religion, John
Calvin criticized Lent as a "superstitious
observance."
Protestants remained conflicted about Lent into
the 20th century. Ashes and fish sticks were the stuff
of Catholic life, and Catholics were very much the
other team. Evangelical Christians in particular
skirted Lent because it smacked of high-church
liturgical rule-making. In 1960, Christianity Today
ran an editorial describing Protestant believers torn
between the obligation to " 'do something' about
observing the most sacred season in the Christian
calendar" and the "sense of indignation that stirs
within the Protestant breast, even to the pitch of
revolt, at what the Church has done with Lent in the
past." These Protestants could not separate Lenten
traditions from their disdain for Rome and its
elevation of "manifold regulations" over scripture.
Observing Lent is also part of a Protestant move
in the last generation toward more classical forms of
spiritual discipline. The hugely influential 1978 book
Celebration of Discipline, by Quaker theologian
Richard J. Foster, encouraged churchgoers to
rediscover fasting and meditation in "answer to a
hollow world" and as a way to turn toward God.
Some questing Protestants started making like
monks, practicing silence and solitude. All this was
made more palatable by the improved relations
between Catholics and Protestants that followed the
Second Vatican Council reforms of the 1960s.
Perhaps it's the things that made Lent hard to
take as a Catholic kid—the solemnity, the self-denial,
the disappearance of hot dogs from the lunchroom—
that account most for the season's broadening appeal.
I was schooled to see Lent as a time apart, a respite
from the daily pursuit of self-gratification. That
apartness seems not unlike the "inward and spiritual
reality" that Foster suggested could be found in the
ancient disciplines. Catholics have for so long
thought of themselves as the defenders of ritual—the
masters of incense, genuflection, and splendor—that
it still seems strange to be sharing ash-wearing with
Presbyterians and Methodists. But our shared
affection of late for some of the old ways of worship
represents a small victory for mystery, ritual, and

Community
Worship Service
Thursday, April 9th
7:00 p.m.
At Calvary Baptist Church, 215 E. Delaware Avenue,
Newark, DE

Easter Worship Services
7:00 a.m.
Sunrise Service in the
Remembrance Garden
8:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast served by
Trinity Youth in Memorial Hall

Open Sanctuary
12:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Easter Worship in the
Sanctuary

Chancel Flowers
Please contact the church office at 731-5644 or email Cindy at
cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org to sign up. Cost is $25.00 for one or $50.00 for both.

The Children’s Learning Committee would like to find out more about your preferences for a summer
children’s learning experience. We are considering three options and three dates: 1. A Saturday afternoon
children’s learning family fun event with an outdoor component and culminating in a cookout or other
celebratory event 2. A Saturday afternoon children’s learning family fun event followed by a Sunday morning
event with families joining after service for a culminating celebration 3. No summer event. The three calendar
options are the weekends of July 6, 13, or 20. Please email Sarah Trembanis (strembanis@gmail.com) with
your preferences of event and date. The committee knows that summer is a busy time full of travel and other
obligations and would like to create an event that would best fit the majority of our families’ schedules.

Sunday School for Pre-K and Kindergarten
Pam Wunder & Sarah Trembanis
The PreK/K Sunday school class is thriving in their routine as we seek God through music, rhymes, Bible
stories, prayers, and crafts. In music, we continue to enjoying singing with Miss Jynx and the older children. We write and say a prayer together back in our classroom before listening to a Bible story. In February,
we celebrated how much Jesus loves us and began reading stories of His miracles. We welcome "pottytrained" 3 year olds through kindergartners any time throughout the year to join in our fun.
Sunday School Grades 1-3th
Darlene Newsom
The March and April Sunday School lessons will continue to give us guidance on how we should live based
upon Jesus’ teachings in the Bible. We will be discussing ways to spread the message of God’s love to others,
ways to see Jesus in others, ways to trust God and to step out in faith, and explore God’s grace, generosity and
justice.
On April 5th, Palm Sunday, the children will be singing at the beginning of the Praise Service and then
participate in some special Palm Sunday activities in the Lower Sanctuary. Once reunited with their parents
after the service, they may look for eggs in the yearly Egg Hunt.

Our nursery is open and staffed for
all Sunday services.
We look forward to welcoming the
youngest members of our church
family to the nursery each Sunday!

We all know that babies and tots like to put toys in their mouths. It’s their way
of exploring the world around themselves. This is one of the challenges in
keeping our church nursery a safe and welcoming space for infants, toddlers,
and preschoolers.
These are some procedures we use to keep the nursery as safe and germ free as
possible:
1. Every Sunday there are two Nursery workers who have passed both a
national background check and a Red Cross CPR and childcare course. All our volunteer substitutes have
passed a national background check.
2. Stuffed animals are limited to those that can be machine washed and dried. After each service, the toys are
cleaned with a child-safe spray to make them safe for play by another child. Soft toys are set aside for the
weekly laundry after being used by a child.
3. All crib sheets and changing table covers are changed between services if used. After 10:30 worship, ALL
crib sheets and changing table covers are removed and laundered with scent-free detergent before being
used again.
4. Toys and crayons are checked after each use to be certain they have not become a choking hazard.
5. Finally, active, friendly adults redirect unsafe play to safer ways to play. Our Nursery Workers keep the
children safe by limiting snacks to being eaten at the table, showing children how to climb up the steps and
ride down the slide, and providing ample age appropriate toys.

Trinity Youth Group
Youth in grades 6—12 are invited to participate in Trinity Youth Group. Please contact Dave and Karen
Baker at (302) 507-8754 if you have any questions!
Saturday, April 11th Easter Breakfast Prep
Sunday, April 12th Easter Breakfast

9:00—11:00 a.m.
6:30—11:00 a.m.

Adult Learning
Join the Adult Learning class on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the Memorial Hall Parlors. On March 1st

ESTHER is a captivating tale of beauty and bravery.
Esther’s ordinary life changed forever when she was taken
through the palace doors,
entering a new world of
royalty and risk. With a crown on her head and a secret in
her heart, can she find the courage to trust in God’s
plan and believe that she was made for such a time as this?
Experience one of the most riveting Bible stories of the Old
Testament as it comes to life with magnificent sets, special
effects and live animals in this brand-new, original stage
production!
The Adult Learning Committee has obtained a block of tickets for Sight and Sounds' production of "Queen
Esther" on Wednesday, May 13 for the 11:00 a.m. matinee. Tickets are $61 for adults and $32.50 for children
ages 3-12.
Tickets will be on sale in the Narthex after both church services on March 8, 15, 22, and 29. They will also be
on sale weekdays in the church office until Wednesday April 1. Please contact JoAnne McNeely with any
questions.

Clerk’s Corner
Faithe Koser

What? Leadership is
different from
Management!!!

Uncharted Territory
Isaiah 58:11 —"The Lord will guide you always…and strengthen your frame. You will be like …a spring whose
waters never fail.”
The Annual Reports are completed. The Clerk’s Statistical Report is posted to the PCUSA portal, the Clerk’s
Questionnaire is posted to the research portal, and our own Annual Report of 2019 was published in two booklets
(the stories of our Ministries, Membership and Money) and shared at the Annual Congregational Meeting on
February 9,2020.

Now Session has turned to considering what is means to be leading a Christian congregation in a secular world
that considers religion irrelevant. Getting faster and better at producing meticulous meeting minutes, updating
procedures, and more colorful print media has not stemmed the slowly ebbing tide of membership. So, we are
venturing off the map to examine what is essential to reflecting God’s love for the world. Ever evolving
technology can connect us more easily to those seeking relevant relationships with God, but there must be depth
of caring underpinning all our communications. Session has changed the proportion of time spent on routine
church administration versus crafting a church that journeys alongside those seeking to live the gospel. We’re
just beginning the journey, and we have more questions than answers. Still, we know that God will bless our
faithful intentions as we join with our congregation in discovering new opportunities for ministry.

Dinanga Presbyterian Church
Once again lilies will adorn our sanctuary
on Easter morning, Sunday, April 12th.
You may wish to donate a lily in memory of or in honor
of a special person(s). Again this year, we will be
selling each lily for $15.00. An alternate choice may be
to make a donation to support our Sister Congregation
in the Congo—Dinanga Presbyterian Church, for any
amount. Orders will be accepted through Sunday,
April 5th to be recognized in the Easter bulletins.
Please make your checks payable to First Presbyterian
Church and indicate “Easter Lily” or “Dinanga
Presbyterian Church” on the memo line. Please place
your order form and check in the offering plate using a
pew envelope or church-offering envelope. If you
prefer, the order form and check may be mailed to: 292
West Main Street, Newark, DE 19711 or returned to the
church office. If you have any questions, please contact
Cindy Rogers at 731-5644.

I WISH TO:
_____ I wish to purchase _____ Easter lily (lilies)
____ I wish to contribute to Dinanga Presbyterian
Church
WORDING: (Choose one per donation)

◼ In loving memory of _____________________
given by ______________________________

◼ In memory of loved ones by:______________
_____________________________________

◼ In honor of ____________________________
given by ______________________________

_____ I will pick-up my lily after the worship service I attend.
_____ I will not pick-up my lily, but would like it to be given to the sick, shut-ins or bereaved.

Helping Hand

Food for the hungry and hope for the homeless

Steve Hardwick

March Collection Date: March 22nd

Meeting Ground

Bags are being distributed March 15th and collected on
Sunday, March 22nd. Watch for needs list in upcoming
bulletin and the Communicator.

Upcoming Events and Activities—April
April 4th
April 5th
April 9th
April 10th
April 11th
April 12th

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Trustee Campus Clean Up
Palm Sunday/Children’s Egg Hunt
Maundy Thursday Soup Supper & Worship at Calvary Baptist Church
Good Friday-Office Closed
12:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. Open Sanctuary
8:00 a.m.
Trustee Campus Clean Up (rain date)
7:00 a.m.
Easter Sunrise Service-Remembrance Garden

Ministers are the After People.

. . . after the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls out of your life.

. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one too many
times, but you still need to
Stephen Ministers are the “After People.” They are ready to come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors,
coworkers, or relatives—and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed.
www.stephenministries.org.
Copyright © 2009 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis, Missouri. All rights reserved. Representatives of a congregation have
permission to photocopy this document for use within their congregation to build support for Stephen Ministry.

Presbyterian Women
Save The Date!

May Fair Fun
Saturday, May 2nd
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
All Are Welcome!

Bake Sale, , Plants, Attic Treasures, Books, Games And More!
Please invite family, friends and neighbors!
Beginning March, Friday 13 through Monday, April 13, The Presbyterian Women will be accepting donations for their May Fair. Specific items they are looking for include: CHILDREN’S books, games and puzzles, fine glassware, collectibles, decorative items, jewelry, and serve ware. You may drop them off in the
Gliwa Room during church or office hours.
(Please, no electronics, clothing, furniture, small appliances or stuffed animals. Note, we are only going to
sell children’s books this year.)

installing carpet in the office storage room area.
up!

Please plan to join us on April 4th for our campus clean

Trustee
Spring Campus Clean Up
Saturday, April 4th
8:00am
Rain Date: April 11th

Thank you….
•

•

Dear members, staff and friends of First
Presbyterian Church, Thank you so very much
for all your help and donations to our
Christmas food basket project in December.
Your generous donation of your Memorial
Hall, kitchen, and parking lot over three days
made our work go smoothly. Thanks to Cindy
for fielding calls through out December. We
area grateful for your kind words and patience.
Many members donated pork roasts and a turkey here and there. Thank you for your purchases and donations. The sorting, packing
and help with pick up day was a great help.
We hope everyone got to meet some new
friends during these 3 days. We gave out 240
very heavy boxes of food each weighing 74
pounds to families in our community.
Likewise, 105 senior citizens received a
smaller box, weighing 44 pounds. Everyone
who took home these food gifts was very
grateful. We pass their smiling “thank you’s”
on to all of you at First Pres. We also made
397 to-go bags for the Empowerment Center.
Thank you, Tammy Sharp and Beverly Stoudt,
Newark Area Welfare Committee
Dear Sheila and Steve; Thank you again for

FPC-N Weather Policy
For Inclement weather delays
and closings
The season is approaching when the weather could effect our services and activities. Please see
guidelines below regarding cancellations and delays.
1. When the Christina School District closes or
opens late, our campus will be closed until our parking lots, walks, and entrances are snow and ice free,
and the roads are cleared and safe. Check the Church
website or contact your group leader for confirmation.
2. When the state of Delaware declares a state of
emergency and issues a travel ban for New Castle
County, our campus will be closed while the travel
emergency is in place, and until our parking lots,
walks, and entrances are snow and ice free. Check
the Church website or contact your group leader for
confirmation.
3. Group Leaders and Directors should keep participants updated during questionable weather.

2

Adam Cowgill

4

Matthew Chapman, Cameron
Chapman, Wayne Choi

5

Kim Brady, Polly Sierer

6

Gwen Angalet, Marilyn Kincaid,
Bob McApline

8 Catherine Cowgill, Nora Malgiero
10 Gayle Davis
11 Ted Koser, Elizabeth Petroulis,
LeeAnn Powell, Mark Sisk
12 Morgan Boulden, Liam Boyd,
Amanda Tuttle
14 Jane Nickle, Jynx Stevenson
15 Carol Able

To the family of:

Barry and Judy Baker
March 7

†

Chantel Tshibuabua (wife
of Pastor Tshibuabua) who
died in Kinshasa on 1/26

†

Sheila Hickey (Marianne
Piser’s sister) who died
recently

Bruce and Joan Martin
March 24
Joe and Mallory Kowalski
March 29
If we are missing you from the
birthday or anniversary list, please
let us know! Contact Cindy in the
church office.

16 Kyle Bacon, Walter Opoku
17 Joshua Jordan, John Russell

Joe and Mallory Kowalski
23 Ketcham Court
Landenberg, PA 19350

18 Jim Annett, Elizabeth Joyce, Craig
Lins, Laura Tuttle
20 Carole Hermes

Fiona Gowers
Cell: 610-420-1269

21 Andrew Mehan
23 Charlean Ruiter
24 Melissa Collier, Joe Huggins
25 Bob Wunder
26 Marian Leibfried
28 Noa Huffman, Amanda Savona
29 Luke Kelly
31 Dick Putscher

March 8th

Jim Pierson-Perry
Cell: 302-545-7566
Liam Annett
590 East Chestnut St.
Coatesville, PA 19320
John and Melody Bock
7 The Horseshoe
Newark, DE 19711
John: 817-994-7026;
jhbock3@gmail.com
Melody: 214-316-2543;
meldybock.counselor@gmail.com

Prayer Concerns or Needs?

The deadline for the

You can use the prayer card in the pews,
contact the church office or use our prayer

M Praise Worship - Sanctuary
M Sunday School
AM Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
M Lenten Supper & Study - MHW/K

M Praise Worship - Sanctuary
M Sunday School
AM Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
M Lenten Supper & Study - MHW/K

M Praise Worship - Sanctuary
M Sunday School
AM Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
M Newark Community Band set up uary
M Newark Community Band 37th
. Concert - Sanctuary
M Lenten Supper & Study - MHW/K

M Praise Worship - Sanctuary
M Sunday School
AM Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
M Girl Scout Troop #157 - MHW
M Lenten Supper & Study - MHW/K

ment of Communion
M Praise Worship - Sanctuary
M Sunday School
AM Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
M Lenten Supper & Study - MHW/K

Sunday

10:00 AM StaffLibrary
4:30 PM SM Peer
Support- MH
Library
7:00 PM Deacon's
- MH Library

17
9:30 AM Circle 1 MH Gliwa
10:00 AM Circle 4
- MH Rms 3/4
7:30 PM PW
Circle 5 - MH
Parlors

24
10:00 AM StaffLibrary
7:00 PM TrusteesMH Library

31

9:30 AM People In Motion MHW
10:00 AM Handy Men's
Club - MH Library
12:00 PM Band of Brothers
-Library
12:00 PM Hope Dining
Room
6:30 PM Pack 56 Leaders
Meeting- MHE Rms 3/4
7:30 PM Children and
Youth- MH Library

16
9:30 AM People In Motion MHW
10:00 AM Handy Men's
Club - MH Library
12:00 PM Band of Brothers
-Library
5:30 PM Unglued- MH
Library
6:30 PM BS Den Mtg.MHW

23
9:30 AM People In Motion MHW
10:00 AM Handy Men's
Club - MH Library
12:00 PM Band of Brothers
-Library

30
9:30 AM People In Motion MHW
10:00 AM Handy Men's
Club - MH Library
12:00 PM Band of Brothers
-Library
6:30 PM Pack 56 Mtg.MHW

10

Tuesday

9

3
9:30 AM PW CT MH Gliwa
7:00 PM Worship
- MH Library

Monday
9:30 AM People In Motion MHW
10:00 AM Handy Men's
Club - MH Library
12:00 PM Band of Brothers
-Library
4:00 PM HR Team- MH
Library
6:30 PM BS Den Mtg.MHW
7:00 PM Adult Learning MH Parlors

2

Wednesday

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW
4:00 PM Brainstorming - MH Library
6:30 PM Troop 56 MHW
6:45 PM Carillon
Ringers -LS BR

25

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW
6:30 PM Troop 56 MHW
6:45 PM Carillon
Ringers -LS BR

18

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW
4:00 PM Session- MH
Gliwa
6:30 PM Troop 56 MHW
6:30 PM Troop 56
Comm. - MHE Rms.
3/4
6:45 PM Carillon
Ringers -LS BR

11

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW
6:30 PM Troop 56 MHW
6:45 PM Carillon
Ringers -LS BR
7:00 PM Westminster
Mgmt. Mtg. - WH Rm
3

4

Thursday

10:00 AM SM Leaders
- MH Library
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir –LS CR

26

7:15 PM Chancel
Choir -LS CR

19

7:15 PM Chancel
Choir -LS CR

12

10:00 AM Admin.- MH
Library
12:30 PM SM Leaders
- MH Library
3:00 PM MBF/Mission
Mtg.-Library
7:15 PM Chancel
Choir -LS CR

5

Friday

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW

27

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW

20

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW
4:30 PM Cub Pack 56
Pinewood ImpoundMHW

13

9:30 AM People In
Motion - MHW

6

Sa

28

8:00 AM
#157 - M
9:30 AM
MH Gliwa

21

7:00 AM
Pinewood

14

8:00 AM
Breakfast-

7
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A nurturing
community in
Jesus Christ
reflecting God’s love
for the world as we
Worship, Grow and
Serve.

First Presbyterian Church
292 West Main Street
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 731-5644
Email: fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org
Website: firstpresnewark.org
Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m.—Contemporary Service
10:30 a.m.—Traditional Service
9:00 a.m.—Education for all ages
Pastor
Rev. Steve Brundage
stevebrundage@firstpresnewark.org
cell: (302) 690-4552

Administration Team
Cindy Rogers, Office Manager
Worship Team
Kathy Harris, Choir Director/Organist
Steve Breffitt, Handbell Director
Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader
Jynx Stevenson, Sunday School Music Leader
Structure Leadership
Bob Black, Treasurer
Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary
Faithe Koser, Clerk of Session
Anne Lewis, Moderator, Board of Deacons
Don Tancredi, President, Board of Trustees

