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A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we
Worship, Grow and Serve.

Worship Highlights
Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m. In Person
The Adult Learning Committee continues their study with Dr. Culley
on Sunday nights from 6:30 - 8:00pm, via Zoom.
Since each class is a stand-alone course, there is no homework and
you won’t be lost if you miss a week. Here’s the menu for your mental dining pleasure...

May 2nd—Messiah in Prophecy
(a sampling of the many such in the OT)
May 9th—The Galilee Boat
(the exciting story of how a drought exposed, and
scientists rescued, the only known boat from Jesus' time)
May 16th—Word Search
(the complexity of DNA, such that each molecule can be
read on multiple levels to provide instructions for making
proteins)

May 23rd—Solomon’s Splendor
(archaeological evidence that the biblical claims of
his wealth are well founded).
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88007546140
Meeting ID: 880 0754 6140
Hope to see you all online! Contact Melody Bock with any
questions.

May 2, 2021
Scripture: Acts 8:26-40;
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8
May 9, 2021
Mother’s Day
Scripture: Acts 10:44-48;
1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
May 16, 2021
Acts 1:15-17; 1 John 5:9-13;
John 17:6-19
May 23, 2021
Pentecost Sunday
Scripture: Acts 2: 1-21;
John 15: 26-27, 16:4b-15
May 30, 2021
Memorial Day/
Trinity Sunday
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8;
Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

my door is open and I love visits (my office hours
are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from
10:00am to 3:00pm, but check with our office
manager Cindy to make sure I will be there.)

Dear Friends,

Thank you for the warm welcome and support that I
have felt since arriving at First Presbyterian a month
ago. We are still in a challenging time even though it
does seem that there is light on the horizon as we see
the different vaccines taking effect across our state and
our country. But still there are many questions that need
to be answered and there, as yet, is not certain date as to
when things will return to a semblance of prepandemic
times. The church leadership has worked hard to make
it possible for all of us to still be part of worship either
safely socially distanced in sanctuary or online over
YouTube and now live at 10:00am. If you haven’t been
to a service either in the sanctuary or online, I strongly
encourage you to join us one of these Sundays.
As the interim pastor I have been called to help the
church to find where God is calling the church in this
time and place. To do this it will ultimately take all of
us together to set forth this new vision. This task is
made more difficult by the over year long pandemic
which has scattered the congregation and made paths of
communication through personal contact and in person
worship far more difficult. Perhaps the first thing we
will need to do is come back together hopefully in
person, but also online. It seems that the earliest we will
begin to feel safe to gather together in Memorial hall
will be the fall. I am hoping that we can begin to work
on addressing the vision and new direction of the church
now. I would welcome any thoughts that you might
have by either getting in touch with me by email,
ericmarkman@firstpresnewark.org, of by phone, (302)
731-5644, or if you are comfortable drop by the office,

Already you have seen many changes over the
course of this last year. Rev. Steve retired, worship
moved from two services to one, and the Sunday
school and youth programs came to a halt much
but not all of it due to the pandemic. Change is
never easy, but it is essential for the well being of
all living things and the church is a living and
hopefully wonderfully alive entity. As change
comes we often respond, “But we have never done
it that way.” And though I can be guilty of saying
these words, this way of thinking will only
damage the future of the church. However, that is
not to say that we should simply throw away the
past and move bravely into a brand-new future. I
am not called to tell the church where it needs to
go, I am called to walk alongside you as we
together seek the future of the church. I have heard
from so many people “that the church needs to
change or die” and perhaps that is true. As we seek
the new direction of the church, our journey will
come into being through the calling of the Holy
Spirit and the voice as many people who choose to
be involved in this exciting process as possible.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

Worship
Chancel Flowers
Flowers can be dedicated in honor
or memory of family, friends and
loved ones. If you have a specific
date you wish to reservice, please
call early!

Sunday,
May 23rd
Wear your red to
worship!

Cost will be $25.00 for two. You are welcome to take
flowers home after worship on Sunday mornings, or we
can deliver to a home bound member.
Please contact the church office at 731-5644 or email
Cindy at cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org to sign up.

Join Us For In Person Worship

Ordination and Installation of New
Officers and Recognition of our
Graduates will take place on Sunday,
June 6th during the 10:00 a.m. Service.

Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.
Important reminder for those attending in person.
For your health and safety and others, we remind you
that:
• All worship items needed for the service will be
located at the entrance of the sanctuary.
• Hand sanitizer is located through out the narthex.
• Masks must be worn at all times.
• Families must sit together in socially distanced pews.
Pews are marked for proper distancing.
• Use properly marked doors to enter and exit.
• There will be no gathering and/or visiting in the sanctuary or narthex before or after services. Any visiting
must take place outside of the church only.
• Trash and recycle containers are located at the exit
door. We ask that you dispose of worship materials
on your way out.
•

Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe and
healthy.
Services will continued to be recorded and uploaded to
our YouTube channel as soon as possible at the end of
worship. Please be sure to follow the link and
subscribe to our YouTube channel.

How to access worship services on our
YouTube channel
Sunday services will continue to be recorded and uploaded to our YouTube Channel after worship each
week. Approximate time service will be available is
1:00 p.m.
1. Go directly to our YouTube page by using the
following link: Links will also be sent out at 9:00 on
Sunday mornings for those who wish to join us live!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
2. Visit our website using the address below:
www.firstpresnewark.org

Clerk’s Corner
Nancy Lewis
The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Newark had a very productive month.
We discussed our church relationships and our journey in faith, and how that applies to our church.
One of the things we decided to do was to follow the suggestion of Pastor Eric Markman and take turns participating in leading worship. All our Boards will be asked to participate in this, in order to raise awareness
of the church leadership and their role in the church. We would also like to ask members of the congregation to assist in this worship leadership. Please send a note to Pastor Eric Markman, if you wish to assist. He
has offered to coach any who wish to volunteer.
We are discussing the best path forward for Westminster House. We need to increase safety and security in
the building for all who plan to attend gatherings there.
Third, we are looking for volunteers to participate in the renewed Sanctuary Renovation Team. Don Tancredi has agreed to lead this team, and is looking for more volunteers to help. We are especially looking for
people who represent diverse sections of our congregation, and those who can represent all of our church
groups.
All of us want to be able to open our church facilities as soon as it seems safe to be able to do so, and we are
working with groups who use the church in order to facilitate their requests.
Please contact me if you have any questions at nancylewis2011@gmail.com
Nancy Lewis
Clerk of Session

Graduation 2021
Do you have a child, spouse or even yourself that will be graduating this spring?
Please email requested information below, along with a picture to:
cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org or fill out this form and drop off/mail at the church office.
We are looking forward to recognizing our graduates during the 10:00 a.m. service on June 6th. Please
plan to join us!
Name:__________________________________________________________________________
Graduating from: (circle one)

High School

College

School Graduating From:___________________________________________________________

Future Plans:____________________________________________________________________

June 20, 2021

Upcoming Events and Activities—
May 1st—Trustee Spring Campus Clean Up 8:00 a.m.
May 8th—Campus Clean Up rain date
May 9th—Happy Mother’s Day
May 23rd—Pentecost
May 30th — Trinity Sunday-Memorial Day Weekend
May 31 - Office Closed-Memorial Day Holiday
June 6th—Recognition of Graduates/Ordination & Installation of New Officers
June 20th—Happy Father’s Day
July 4th—Independence Day
July 5th—Office Closed—Independence Holiday

Trustee Update
The trustees continue to keep busy
with projects around the church. We
welcome you to join us for our annual
spring Campus clean up. There is
always lots to do inside and outside.
Saturday, May 1st at 8:00am
Rain Date: May 8th

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are members or our
congregation who are trained to listen,
care, encourage, and provide
emotional and spiritual support to those who are in need
of someone to give the Christian love and support you
desire. This is one-to-one support given in absolute
confidence and privacy. If you need a Stephen Minister,
call one of the coordinators listed here. We will answer
your call.

Doris Brewer, 302-737-6970
Greg Hills, 302-453-1490
Nancy Stevens, 302-368-4608

Pass the
Peace
The first and third Sunday of the month from
from 1pm-2pm.
May Dates: Sunday, May 2nd and 16th
June Dates: Sunday, June 6th and 20th
July Dates: July 4th and 18th

Happy
Mother’s

Day
May 9, 2021

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81807172756
Meeting ID: 818 0717 2756

Hope Dining Room
Willee Short
The second Monday of every month still belongs to First Pres. at Hope (for over 30 years). All through the
past year we have been doing our part. The last time we served a hot meal at Kingswood Methodist Church
was March 9, 2020. After that the door was completely closed. We made lunches and took them to the
Empowerment Center and contributed to the motel where the homeless were staying. We still had socks left
from Christmas and took them to the motel for distribution.
In August, Hope reopened as a grab and take. First Pres. was the first church to serve and we prepared for
50 people, seven arrived and took their lunches home to enjoy and back to the Empowerment Center we
went with the leftovers.
In October we decided the people needed a hot meal and went back to serving our famous Presbyterian pasta
with salad, roll, fruit and cookies. We only serve about 40 people each month so we only make one pan
instead of two. We are happy to see many familiar faces and the smiles always make our day. Only five
people are allowed in the kitchen so we take turns. The lunch bags are put on a table so there is no serving,
but we take turns at the table to greet our friends.
Our helpers include…. Stephanie Birdsall, Greg Hills, Kathleen Jolly, Jane McAlpine, Janet Myers, Vickie
and Jim Pierson-Perry, Willee and Paul Short, Pat Steele, and John Winter. We thank them for their tireless
help and always thank you for your many kindnesses and gifts.

Thank you….


To the family of:
†

Barbara Seibert who died
3/25

†

Becky Wilburn who died
3/26

The deadline for the
August
Heart Beat is
July 15

Elizabeth, Jake, and I thank you for the many expressions of
sympathy and celebration of Becky’s life through your
prayers, cards, flowers, and visits. Your love and affection for
Becky sustain us so much. Jim Wilburn

Prayer Concerns or Needs?
You can use the prayer card in the pews,
contact the church office or use our prayer
email:
prayers @firstpresnewark.org
Please let us know if you would like them kept confidential.
The prayer group meets at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday
mornings via Zoom. If you would like to join us, please
contact Cindy at the church office to be added to the list to
receive the link.

2
3
4
5
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
17
18
19
20

21
23
25
29
30
31

Beth Dryden, Emily Ferris
Jonalynn Brady, Megan
Connell
John Farnum, Terry Politi
Rayanne Brady
Jackie Evers
Gwen Challburg
Charles Kerin, Allison Rogers
Geraldine Jacobs
Lauren Annett, Mollie Kerin
Joni Boyd, Tyler Sheldon,
Kristina Wingard
Alice Vernier
Sandy Boyce, Joe Kowalski
Alek Gliwa, Ken Lewis,
Wanda Reese
Derek Amah, Samantha
Clowson
Stephanie Birdsall, Scarlett
Malgiero
Jim Newsom
Keith Kincaid, Lea McMurtry
Olen Boyce
Jerry Holt
Evelyn Hogenson, Jean Wright
Jim Wilburn

2
3
4
5
7
8
11
14
16
17
18
19
21
23
24
27
28
29
30

Nancy Boulden, Andrew
Winter
Garrett Norman, Ann Roybal
Evelyn Hayes
Andrea Kelly, Christian
Murray
Julia Servia, John Winter
Ava Ferry
Melody Bock
Larry Haid
Sola Choi
Cindy Boulden, Bill Lewis
Louise Dawson, Murvin
Reese
Mallory Hill
Kaitlyn Herrick
Nancy Lewis, Willee Short
Alainna Lee
Harvey Conner
Courtney Rogers
Lorraine Conner
Karen Thompson

Memorial Day—Labor Day
Office Hours are
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

1 Ed Gliwa
2 Carol Olson
4 Karen Baker
5 Ginny Garvine
7 Ann Ferreira
11 Patty Haid
12 Joanne Hench
13 Sharyn Slater
14 Tom Brockenbrough, Faithe
Koser, Darlene Newsom,
Marin Herrick
15 Rhetta Brighton, Brian
Cowgill, Bruce Martin
16 Lauren Powers
17 Charlie Collier
19 Jason Carroll, Sarah
Johnston
20 Ryan Sheldon
22 Jace Richardson
24 Judy Macharia, Mike Politi
26 Bridget Brady, Robert Tuttle
28 Betty Thompson
29 Phyllis Biddle, Don
Coughenour
31 Joan Hourigan, Jim
McNeely

Modified office hours on the
following days: 9:00 a.m.—
12:30 p.m. for staff vacation.
Friday, May 7th
Friday, May 14th
Friday, May 28th

Olen and Sandy Boyce
May 2
Dick and Joan Hourigan
May 6
Mike and Rosemarie Beron
May 11
Bill and Karen Thompson
May 14
Joe and Erin Challburg
May 15
Melinda and Jeff Connell
May 15
Larry and Elaine Benson
May 28
Mallory and Rob Hill
May 28
Mollie and Charles Kerin
May 28
Barbara and John Winter
May 28
David and Jackie Evers
May 30
Jim Annett and Fiona Gowers
May 31
Carlton and Martha Tappan
May 31

Melody and John Bock
June 1
Paul and Polly Sierer
June 3
Ed and Agata Gliwa
June 5
Ken and Marilyn Kincaid
June 6
Mark and Kathleen Sisk
June 12
Tim and Stephanie Birdsall
June 13
Kevin and Janet Thomson
June 14
Ken and Anne Lewis
June 15
Denny and Dede Kirwan
June 17
Mike and Terry Politi
June 17
Walter and Angela Opoku
June 19
Stuart and Melanie Richardson
June 19
Jim and Vickie Pierson-Perry
June 25
Sean and Gail Ferry
June 30
Willee and Paul Short
June 30

Ted and Faithe Koser
July 6
Bob and Pam Wunder
July 22
Chris and Alyssa VonLindenberg
July 23
Ray and Marian Leibfried
July 28

If we are missing you from the
birthday or anniversary list,
please let us know! Contact
Cindy in the church office.
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First Presbyterian Church
292 West Main Street
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 731-5644
Email: fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org
Website: firstpresnewark.org
Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.
Interim Pastor
Rev. Eric Markman
ericmarkman@firstpresnewark.org
603-770-3239
Worship Team
Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader
Steve Breffitt, Handbell Director
Joe Huggins and Ron Olson, Head Ushers
Paula Honda, Sign Language Interpreter

Administration Team
Cindy Rogers, Office Manager
Bob Black, Treasurer
Nancy Lewis, Clerk of Session
Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons
Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees
John Bock, President, Westminster House
Don Tancredi, Facilities Manager
Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary
Vickie Pierson-Perry & Ann Roybal,
Co-Moderators, Presbyterian Women
Nursery Staff
Kallie Shore, Megan Connell
Mission Co-Workers
South Sudan: Bob and Kristi Rice
Israel & Palestine: Doug Dicks
Sister Congregation
Dinanga Presbyterian Church
Democratic Republic of Congo

