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Beat

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we
Worship, Grow and Serve.

We welcome Rodney Cleveland to
First Presbyterian Church-Newark
beginning March 1st as our
Organist, Choir/Handbell Director.
A native of Hartwell, Georgia,
Rodney earned his bachelor's degree
from Anderson College in
Anderson, SC, and his Master of
Sacred Music degree from Emory
University. He is the former dean of
the Jacksonville, Florida Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists. Currently, he is Director of Music and Organist at
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church and Organist at Main
Street United Methodist Church in Greenwood, SC. In
addition to being active as a recitalist, he has been the
accompanist for the Greenwood Festival Chorale, Greenwood
High School, Emerald High School, and many productions at
the Greenwood Community Theater. While in Florida, Rodney
led several choir tours to Europe. Two highlights were having
his Presbyterian choir sing for high mass at St. Peter's Basilica
in Rome, and singing in an informal concert at Notre Dame.
Rodney’s references praised him highly for both his musical
talents and his ability to work with others. The search team was
similarly impressed. We’re confident he will enhance the
musical aspect of our worship and, we anticipate, its outreach
to the Newark community.
Rodney can be reached at his email:
musicdirector@firstpresnewark.org.
Welcome Rodney!

Worship Highlights
Sunday Worship
10:00am
Worship Service
10:00am
Children’s Sunday School
You Tube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
Website
www.firstpresnewark.org
Church Calendar
click here
Online giving
through PayPal
https://firstpresnewark.org/
giving-at-fpc-n/

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
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God is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the
earth should change, though the mountains shake
in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and
foam, though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.

Dear Friends,

Whenever times get difficult, when the world seems out
of balance, there is a Psalm in the Bible in which I find
great solace, Psalm 46.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth
should change, though the mountains shake in the heart
of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the
mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the
midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it
when the morning dawns. The nations are in an uproar,
the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge.
Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what
desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars
cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and
shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. “Be
still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the
nations, I am exalted in the earth.” The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

As generations before us have faced treacherous
situations, and generations after us will face the
same, let us turn to this Psalm. When the
mountains shake into the heart of the sea. The
Psalmist here is expressing those times when
events beyond our imagination, and beyond our
control are happening. However, the Psalmist
knows the only place to turn is our Lord. There he
places his faith and invites us to do the same.
It is here that we can find rest and assurance:
There is a river whose streams make glad the city
of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God
is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns. The
nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he
utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts
is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Let us place our hope, our faith and our trust in the
one who created the universe and created us. As
the hymn we sang on Sunday says: “His eye is on
the sparrow, and I know we watches me.”
In Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Eric

As Russia invades Ukraine, and China threatens in the
East, and Coronavirus waxes and wanes it begins to feel
like the world is becoming unhinged. These are difficult
times. All these issues, plus our own personal issues
swirl around us putting us off balance and making it
difficult to live in a rational and faithful way. When
these times come Psalm 46 is an excellent way to find a
center amid the madness. There is a foundation on
which all reality and all creation rests and that is our
God:
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Chancel Flowers
Cost $31.00

Ecumenical Ash
Wednesday Worship

Flowers can be
dedicated in honor or
memory of family,
friends and loved ones.
Please contact the church office at 731-5644
or email Cindy at
cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org to sign up.

March 2nd 7:00 p.m.
At Newark United Methodist Church
69 E Main Street, Newark

Helping Hand

Food for the hungry and hope for the homeless

Steve Hardwick

February Collection Date: March 27
Meeting Ground

Bags are being distributed during worship on March 20th and collected on Sunday, March 27th.
Priority needs include: Coffee, Creamer, Sugar, mayonnaise, Ketchup, Canned Meats (Tuna, Chicken,
Salmon), PAPER TOWELS, NAPKNS, BATHROOM TISSUE, 13 GALLON TRASH BAGS, 33 Gallon Trash
Bags.
Also welcome: checks, made out to: "First Presbyterian Church”, Memo line: Meeting Ground.

Important update from the office!
Upcoming Events and Activities—
March

We are in the process of finalizing our new server and
office programs in the office. Please use the new
emails below for staff beginning immediately. We
appreciate your patience as we work through this
process. There are many new upgrades we will be
working towards as we move forward.

Wednesday, March 2

Ash Wednesday

Sunday, March 6

1st Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 13
Lent/

2nd Sunday in
Girl Scout Sunday
Daylight Savings
Time Begins

Eric Markman-pastor@firstpresnewark.org

3rd Sunday in
Lent

Rodney Cleveland-musicdirector@firstpresnewark.org

4th Sunday in
Lent

Harvey Conner-finansec@firstpresnewark.org

Sunday, March 20
Sunday, March 27

Cindy Rogers-officemanager@firstpresnewark.org
Larry Benson-praiseleader@firstpresnewark.org
Bob Black-treasurer@firstpresnewark.org
Additional information will be shared as we continue to
set up.
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Clerk’s Corner
Nancy Lewis
Session met with representatives from Habitat for Humanity during our last meeting. We plan to meet with
them again, and will share any information we receive with you. Later in February Session is meeting for a
second time with representatives from Lang Development. No decisions have been made about collaborating
with any of these groups. We are just gathering information.
We also discussed the need for more church members to be involved in the Board of Westminster House. If
you would like to help with this mission, please contact John Bock.
Because of the Sanctuary Renovation project, we will be holding services in Memorial Hall and live
streaming from there as well.

Nancy Lewis
Clerk of Session

Dear Members and Friends of FPC-N Church:

The congregation of FPC-N church recently voted to move forward with plans to renovate our sanctuary. The
church sanctuary will be closed for worship services or other events starting Monday, May 2nd. We anticipate
that the project will be completed over the summer and allow us to reopen the sanctuary in early September.
During this time, worship services will move to Memorial Hall West, beginning May 8th. There will be no
interruptions to livestreaming and video recording. The move to Memorial Hall will require relocation of
some furniture, musical instruments, and audio-visual equipment. A portion of the room will be blocked off
from use. The rest of the room will continue to be available to support church and outside group activities as
usual.
Please contact the church office if you have any questions. We look forward to welcoming everyone back into
the updated sanctuary in early September!
Sincerely,
Nancy Lewis
Clerk of Session

Ron Olsen
President, Trustees
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Presbyterian Women
Sandy Wenner, Pam Wunder

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!
Thanks to the generosity of our PW sisters and our congregation, FPCN PW was able to fulfill one of our stated tenets “to support the mission of the church worldwide” by donating items and funding totaling $8440 in
2021. A major portion of these donations remained within our local community and some went as far away as
the Congo for Bible translation.
We invite you to join us in our ongoing mission projects. It's easy to help with any one or all of the following
projects. It takes very little time or money.
1. “Thinking of you” cards are being collected for residents in local
skilled nursing communities. How does it work?
Using free, handmade or purchased note cards, write a simple note such as
“thinking of you” or “I said a prayer for you today”.
Sign the card from “Friends at First Presbyterian Church – Newark”.
Place the card in the envelope. Do NOT seal. Place the unsealed envelope
in the basket in the Narthex or MH lobby.
Questions? Please contact Carolyn, pw@firstpresnewark.org
2. Stamps for the Alliance Stamp Ministry. Based in FL, the proceeds from the
sale of the canceled stamps are sent to a publisher in Argentina. They publish Sunday
School materials in Spanish to reach children and youth in churches in 8 Latin America
countries, Spain and the US. It’s simple and free! Tear the canceled postage stamp off
any envelope leaving about ¼ inch of the envelope around the stamp. Place stamp (s)
in the basket in the Narthex or MH lobby.
It’s really that easy! Since 1972, more than $1 million dollars has been raised to spread
God’s word in Spanish.
Questions? Please contact Rosemarie, pw@firstpresnewark.org
3. Can tabs for Ronald McDonald House collection continues! Yes, all
the tabs on the top of soda cans are a source of funding for Ronald
McDonald House. Large bins of tabs (1267 in a pound) are sold to recycle
aluminum. The proceeds offset the cost of family stays at the Ronald
McDonald House while a child is receiving treatment at Nemours. Although our church families are close enough to commute for treatments,
many families come from out of state or overseas and need a cost effective place to stay. Place your can tab(s) in the bins in the Narthex or MH
lobby.
Questions? Please contact Rosemarie, pw@firstpresnewark.org
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Meet our Deacons!
The office of deacon as set forth in scripture is one of sympathy, witness, and service after the example of
Jesus Christ. During their terms, deacons coordinate the important caring ministries of the church. Which
include some of the following: Visitation, Congregational Care, Fellowship – including greeting, preparing
and serving communion, flower delivery and meal delivery. Deacons serve a three-year term, with the option
to serve a second three- year term.
Jane Moore—Class of 2024. Jane currently serves as Moderator of Deacons. She joined
First Presbyterian Church in 1983. She has two children, Debora and Michael, who grew
up in this church. Jane retired from the University of Delaware as Assistant Dean of
Students and retired again 9 years later from Delaware Technical and Community College
where she was a Counselor and taught English. In addition to serving a number of terms on
Deacons, Jane was an Elder, has been a Stephen Minister for 26 years, has taught adult
education, sings in the choir, is a member of Circle 5, has served on the PW Board, and volunteers at the
church Service Desk, at Christiana Hospital and at the University of Delaware She enjoys walking, bicycling,
skiing, camping and spending time with her grandson Brian. Jane is grateful for the opportunity to serve
FPCN and for all the friendships that are a part of belonging to this church.
Nancy Boulden—Class of 2023. Urie and I joined the church in 2004 because we felt we had
found our new church home. Over the years I have been involved in Bible Study, Adult
Sunday School and teaching in Sunday School. I fulfilled my desire to become a Stephen
Minister and was later trained as a Stephen Leader. For several years I enjoyed organizing
Angel Tree. Before Covid I sang in the choir and currently I am a member of PW and serving
as a Deacon as well as co-facilitating the Life Support Group.

Norma Salomon—Class of 2023. Norma has lived in Delaware most of her life. She was in
the United States Navy for six years. After the Navy she worked at a law firm and has been a
legal secretary ever since. She has been a member of First Presbyterian since 2019. Norma is
a Deacon, member of Worship Committee and a member of a PW Circle. At her previous
church Norma was a Deacon, Session member, a Clerk of Session and Secretary of PW.
Norma has a daughter, Becky, who lives in Arlington, Virginia.

Judy Agnello-Class of 2022. I am a native of Rochester, NY and graduated from the
University of Rochester with my bachelor and master degrees. I met my husband Rick at the
UR. We maintain ties to the Rochester area with our summer home on Canandaigua Lake. I
was a French teacher and taught for 29 years in 4 different school districts, retiring in 2005.
I grew up in a Christian family learning that faithful church attendance and participation in
church life was vital for spiritual growth. After our marriage and move to Newark, I found a
new church family at FPC in 1973. Our three children were raised in this church and we are
blessed to have six grandchildren. I taught Sunday school and supported youth group activities. I attended
many adult Sunday school classes, joined PW and served as a circle leader. I have loved singing in the choir
since 1980. Currently I am serving my twelfth year on the Board of Deacons. Ministering to those in need
speaks to my heart and I find joy in reflecting God’s great love to others.
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Bob Wenner-Class of 2022. I was born and raised in Virginia. My father was a Lutheran
and my mother was Presbyterian. I was raised Presbyterian and joined the church at a
young age. My wife and I joined First Presbyterian Church in 2010. I have served as a
trustee and I’m currently on the board of Westminster House. I also served as a liturgist and
usher.

Nancy Stevens—Class of 2024. I have been a member of First Church since 1992 and I
have been active in Presbyterian Women in many leadership roles. I have been active in PW
in the Presbytery, and was Moderator. I have been an Elder, Moderator of deacons, and a
Stephen Minister Leader for twenty-five years. My husband, Bob, passed away in 2012 and
my church family helped me during that difficult time. I have four married children who live
in CA, FL, and TX. I have eleven grandchildren, some married, who live all around the
country. One lives in Harrisburg and had my great-granddaughter in November so at least
one is within driving distance. I am honored to be asked to be a deacon again and will do
what God’s plan is in my life and will follow His lead.
Anne Lewis—Class of 2023. I was raised Catholic and after college, I continued my
Christian faith without belonging to a church. Ken and married in 1968 and have three
children, Sarah, Jeff and Katy. We sent them to Sunday School at First Pres Newark and
were thankful for their excellent teachers. I started to attend services because I missed
worshiping with a group and joined First Church when Katy was confirmed in 1993.
I have made many wonderful friends here and have been active in Presbyterian Women
serving as Moderator twice and many years as Circle leader. I also serve on the board of
Presbyterian Women in New Castle Presbytery. I have been a Deacon since 2017 currently
serving as a Memorial Reception coordinator.
In May 2018 we were blessed to welcome our first (and only) grandchild, Annabelle, the daughter of Katy and
Brad! Ken joined First Church in 2019 and we both feel very welcome and comfortable serving the Lord with
our Church family.

Angela Abankwa-Opoku—Class of 2023. My name is Angela Abankwa Opoku. I come
from Ghana a beautiful country in West Africa. I am married with 2 little boys. I am also a
registered nurse. On my free times which I barely have I like to travel and meet new
people. I love being a part of our Presbyterian community, getting to know people and
helping anyway I can.

Rosemarie Beron—Class of 2024. I have been a member of First Presbyterian Church Newark and Presbyterian Women for 38 years.
I have been a Circle Leader, Moderator, Vice Moderator, and a Deacon. I have had many
other roles throughout the years at First Presbyterian Church - Newark.
I have two wonderful children who grew up in First Pres. Our Son Eric lives in Urbandale,
IA with our daughter-in-law Shawn and our two terrific grandsons, Taylor & Tanner. Our
daughter Laura and her husband Matthew live in Westminster, MD.
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Lois Huggins—Class of 2022. Joe and I joined First Presbyterian Church in 1967 while
seniors at Delaware and were married here in November, 1967 after graduation. In 1970,
after returning from Joe's 2 year military commitment, I joined the choir and have been a
member ever since.Over the years, it has been a pleasure and honor to serve as a Trustee,
a member of the HR Committee, the Nominating Committee, and an Interim Pastor
Search Committee. I am currently finishing up my second term as a Deacon.
I recently retired from a 35 year career as a Professional Tennis Official but continue to
officiate both High School and Collegiate swimming. Working locally allows me the
free time to play golf in the summer, tennis in the winter, and work outs at the gym all year long.
Joe and I have two daughters, Kim and Sandie, and four grandchildren, Maddie, Noah, Nicole, and Morgan.
They are all involved in sports, so you can generally find us at one sporting event or another all year long. We
are truly blessed to have the whole family in the area.
First Church has been a vital part of our lives for well over 50 years, and we look forward to many more years
of involvement with our wonderful church family.
Additional Deacons not listed above.
Jan Huckleberry– Class of 2022
Pat Steele—Class of 2024

Deacons Life Support Group on Sunday Mornings
People with losses of health, relationships, siblings, spouses and children are gathering in the Parlor each
Sunday at 11:15 a.m. to participate in Life Support, the Deacon’s bereavement group. Others with losses of
any kind are welcome. Gatherings will continue on Sundays, through, April 3. Each session stands on its’
own so that newcomers can join at any time.
Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give you
rest.” (Matthew 11:28). If you are carrying the heavy burden of loss, please prayerfully consider stopping by.
For more information, contact us Nancy Boulden at (302) 383-7469 or via email at bouldennancy@gmail.com
or Beth Thomas at (302) 379-2084; bethomas2@comcast.net.

Hope Dining Room
Paul and Willee Short
A most grateful thank you for the many gifts Hope received in the Christmas offerings. As in the past, your
generosity always amazes us. We still cook a hot meal and add salad, fruit and dessert to be given in a
bag. We are hoping we all will soon be seated at tables being served and enjoying ourselves.
Again, thank you and we know our patrons give you a very special thank you.
Hope Dining Room Committee
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Easter 2022

This year we will offer the choice of donating a lily, hyacinth or tulip
and/or make a donation to support the
Dinanga Computer Lab
Once again flowers will adorn our sanctuary on Easter morning, Sunday, April 17th.
You may wish to donate an Easter flower in memory of or in honor of a special
person (s). This year, we will be selling lilies, tulips and hyacinths. An alternate choice may be to
make a donation to support our Sister Congregation in the Congo—Dinanga computer lab, for any amount.
Orders will be accepted through Sunday, April 8th to be recognized in the Easter bulletins.
Please make your checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and indicate “Easter Flower” or “Dinanga Computer
Lab” on the memo line. Please place your order form and check in the offering plate using a pew envelope or church
-offering envelope. If you prefer, the order form and check may be mailed to: 292 West Main Street, Newark, DE
19711 or returned to the church office. If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Rogers at 731-5644.
Easter Lilies are $15.00 each
Tulips and Hyacinths are $12.50 each

(please choose one)
_____ I will pick-up my flower after the worship service.
_____ I will not pick-up my flower, but would like it to be given to the sick, shut-ins or bereaved.

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________________________
I WISH TO:
_____

I wish to purchase _____ Lily _____ Hyacinth ____ Tulip

_____

I wish to contribute to Dinanga Computer Lab $ _______ (any amount)

WORDING: (Choose one per donation)

◼ In loving memory of _______________________________________________________________________
given by ________________________________________________________________________________

◼ In memory of loved ones by:_________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

◼ In honor of ______________________________________________________________________________
given by ________________________________________________________________________________
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4

Wayne Choi

5

Kim Brady

6

Gwen Angalet, Marilyn Kincaid,

8 Nora Malgiero

Barry and Judy Baker
March 7
Joe and Mallory Kowalski

10 Gayle Davis

March 29

11 Ted Koser, LeeAnn Powell, Mark
Sisk

Sidney Kerin
Mollie Kerin
104 E 37th St.
Wilmington, DE 19802
Paula Honda
729 Edmund Street
Aberdeen, MD 21001
Robert Crowder
10100 W. 38th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

14 Jynx Stevenson
16 Walter Opoku
18 Jim Annett, Elizabeth Joyce, Laura
Tuttle
20 Carole Hermes

March 13th

21 Andrew Mehan
22 Clara Kluis
23 Charlean Ruiter. Liam Opoku

24 Joe Huggins
23 Bob Wunder
24 Marian Leibfried
28 Noa Huffman,
31 Dick Putscher

The family of Dottie Gronka
Prayer Concerns or Needs?
You can use the prayer card in the
pews, contact the church office or use
our prayer email:

If we are missing you from the birthday or anniversary list, please let us know! Contact Cindy in
the church office.

prayers @firstpresnewark.org
Please let us know if you would like them kept
confidential.
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A nurturing
community in
Jesus Christ
reflecting God’s love
for the world as we
Worship, Grow and
Serve.

First Presbyterian Church
292 West Main Street
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 731-5644
Email: fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org
Website: firstpresnewark.org
Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Interim Pastor
Rev. Eric Markman
ericmarkman@firstpresnewark.org
cell: 603-770-3239

Administration Team
Cindy Rogers, Office Manager
Worship Team
Rodney Cleveland, Organist, Choir/Handbell Director
Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader
Structure Leadership
Bob Black, Treasurer
Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary
Nancy Lewis , Clerk of Session
Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons
Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees
John Bock President, Westminster Management
Sandy Wenner and Pam Wunder. Co-Moderators,
Presbyterian Women
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