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Beat

A nurturing community in Jesus Christ reflecting God’s love for the world as we
Worship, Grow and Serve.

Sanctuary Renovation and
Church Visioning!

Worship Highlights

Preparations are moving smoothly towards
the start of our Sanctuary Renovation
physical work on Tuesday, May 3rd. Our
final service in the Sanctuary will be Sunday, May 1st.

Sunday Worship

As renovations in the sanctuary start, we also will start our visioning
process—based on the Vital Congregations approach that our
Presbytery is following. This will be your opportunity to help
identify what the First Presbyterian Church of the future will be!
Visioning and mission review are denomination requirements for
advertising for a permanent pastor.

10:00am

The process will be based on a series of monthly congregational
meetings to be held in Memorial Hall immediately after worship
service.
Our first meeting will be following worship on Sunday, May 15th.
Light refreshments will be served.
Additional meetings will be held as follows: May 22nd, June 5th,
June 19th, July 17, August 14th.
Our first discussion will involve reviewing Being a
Membership Church and a Discipleship Church. See page 2 for
more details.

10:00am
Worship Service
Children’s Sunday School
You Tube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
Website
www.firstpresnewark.org
Church Calendar
click here
Online giving
through PayPal

Meeting will be held both in person and hybrid style .
Zoom link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82452953357

https://firstpresnewark.org/
giving-at-fpc-n/

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Being a Membership Church and a Discipleship Church

As a congregation it is important that we are there for each other in good times and bad. It is important
that we make sure that each member feels welcome and cared for, as well as anyone who walks in the
door of the church. It is also important that we also make sure that we are reaching out beyond the
walls of the church to both welcome in new people, but also to bring care and compassion to the larger
community, and bring the Good-News of Jesus Christ. Below are two descriptions of church
characteristics that are both important and yet can take a congregation too far in either direction. The
earliest churches were able to both take care of the people who were part of the church and yet reach
out in compassion and care for the community around them, both in physical care, but also in bringing
the Good News that Jesus had brought them. It is always possible to head too far in one direction or the
other. Today we are challenged to take care of all who are part of our community, but also to reach out
into the world around us in compassion and care.
A church can become like a club forgetting the outreach that is essential to be the Body of Christ on
earth:
• “Membership” in a congregation or denomination is a recent idea that flourished in the U.S. in the
20th century with the rise of civic clubs, boy and girl scouts, sports clubs, etc.
• Membership implies belonging to a group where certain benefits and privileges are granted or
certain services are provided to the membership clientele.
• This causes us to think of ourselves as belonging, not to the body of Christ but about belonging to
“First Church at the Corner of Main and Central.”
• It has caused people to shop around to find the church that provides just the right goods and services for their particular needs.
• Stewardship and tithing can be seen as payment for service or as membership dues.
Expanding the vision of the church outward can bring a church to a new place:
The first churches existed to both make more disciples and to watch over its members.
• They follow “The Great Commission” Jesus’ directive to:
- Go into all the nations to teach people to follow in his ways.
- To tell people the stories of God’s love and redemptive work in the world
- To show people how to be disciples of the one named Christ.
• Go into all the nations to teach people to follow in his ways
• To tell people the stories of God’s love and redemptive work in the world
• To show people how to be disciples of the one named Christ
• Challenging and strengthening the congregation to meet the needs of people in strange and foreign
communities (which are increasingly found right at our doorstep!).
• Refocusing the church is on both internal caretaking, but also, and equally important (an perhaps
maybe even more important), outward mission.
• Asks people to know the identity, needs and “culture” of its neighborhood and then mobilize
resources to bring the gospel alive in ways that context.
• Asks people to risk the safety and ease of what they’ve known
• It acknowledges the great fear in taking this risk and doesn’t promise that there won’t be missteps
along the way.
• But it promises that Jesus will go with the congregation.
The Great Commission
Matthew 28:19-20,
“Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism…and
instructing them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day
after day, right up to the end of the age.”
2

The Sunday School has bravely shouldered on
during innumerable challenges. It’s quite a team,
and though I can do no more than make a video
each week, I feel blessed to be part of this amazing
effort. The confirmation class is going well. We
have 3 young people in the class; Seona
Stevenson, and Conner and Tyler Dube. We meet
by zoom every Sunday at 12:30 pm.

Dear Friends,
April was, of course, marked by Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Sunrise and 10:00 am
Easter festival service of worship at First Pres. Newark.
Each of the services went very well, except for the
Good Friday service which had some technical
difficulties. Palm Sunday was well attended, and the
palms added to the service. Maundy Thursday
Ecumenical service involved three local churches in
Newark. Most of the congregation that evening was
from First Pres. with a few visitors from the community.
Hopefully, many people from the community were able
to see the service online. Easter Sunrise service was a
challenge with the temperature dropping into the 30’s.
The congregation was small and well bundled up. Easter
10:00 am service was everything I had hoped it would
be. Each element of the music groups added greatly to
the service. Rodney on the organ, but also coordinating
all the different musical offerings. The Praise Band
bringing a beautiful anthem and augmenting the choir
filled the musical sound. Perhaps the greatest part of all
were the hymns. Between, the choir, the organ, the
Praise Band, the Clarion Brass ensemble, and the
strength of the congregational singing the music soared
to heights that I had not heard since I arrived.

Finally this month has also been marked by the
loss of 2 members of our church family, Sue
Chantler, and Karl Fickeissen. We will held a
memorial service for Jim Aftosmis, who passed
away last November. I met with the 3 families to
plan the memorial services. I have only been with
the church for 1 year, but it has been a privilege to
get to know these who have now gone on to be part
of the great cloud of witnesses.
It has been an exhausting and exhilarating month.
It is wonderful to see the different musical groups
and talents of the church meld together to praise
the Lord. I deeply appreciate so many people who
work so hard to make Sunday worship possible. It
is very encouraging for the congregation to see our
elders, deacons, and trustees assist in leading
worship services. Though there are many we can
see up front we also need to keep in mind those
who are behind the curtain, those who run sound,
and those who make sure all the needed
connections are in place, and the correct equipment
is turned on. A big thank you to all who do so
much.

Easter was joyful, beautiful, challenging, meaningful,
bursting with energy and excitement, Hope filled and
spoke of the great possibilities that stand before this
congregation. In the future, I would encourage all
committees avoid meeting and during Holy Week and
focus on attending the worship activities. It is this week
that defines the Christian faith and gives leaders both
the energy, but the underpinning to continue with the
work of seeking the Holy Spirit.
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Worship
Chancel Flowers
Cost $31.00

DUE TO SANCTUARY RENOVATIONS,

Flowers can be
dedicated in honor or
memory of family, friends
and loved ones.

WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE HELD IN
MEMORIAL HALL BEHIND THE CHURCH
BEGINNING MAY 8TH.

Please see Sign up sheet located on the bulletin
board in memorial hall.

Sunday, June 5
Wear your red to
worship!

Ordination and Installation of New
Officers and Recognition of our
Graduates will take place during services
in June
Watch for more details coming soon!

Snack & Chats
What is it, you ask?
Worship is moving to MHW in May and our new fellowship time (Snacks & Chats)
will begin immediately following worship in MHW by the hallway to the kitchen. It will begin mid-May and
continue through the summer while we worship in MHW. . Groups have been assigned Sundays and all of the
leaders have already been informed. Stop by, have some punch, eat a cookie or two, catch up with friends and
make new friends. Enjoy a time of fellowship in the comfort of MHW without the bugs!
Any questions, please contact Pam Wunder.
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Clerk’s Corner
Session has been working hard to do the work of this church.
We met with Lang Construction to discuss the possibility of over 55 housing in our land at the rear of the
church. We also met with Habitat for Humanity to discuss their plan for the same land which would involve
constructing houses on the property. No decisions have been made for either plan.
Session also met with Trustees to discuss the state of Westminster House, and to discern our mission and path
forward for both the building and the mission.
We decided that it was important to upgrade the building to meet necessary codes and that we will support the
ongoing Westminster House mission to the recovering community.

We ask any interested members to join the Westminster House board to help us make important decision about
the future of the ministry.
Session is also starting the planning process for our Vital Congregations initiative. This is but the first step in
our plan for moving forward toward a new minister.
We will work through the Vital Congregations study and then stat a Mission Study. After that is complete, we
will be able to form a Pastor Nominating Committee. It is very common for an Interim Pastor to stay for 2
years, while all this work is completed. Please contact me if you have any questions about the process, or if
you would like to join us in the journey.
The Nominating Committee will be meeting soon to discuss Board member positions. If you are interested in
joining one of our Boards, please contact Bob Wunder.

Nancy Lewis
Clerk of Session

Anyone interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church and membership are invited to join a
conversation with Pastor Eric. A date is being planned in May for the gathering.
Please contact Cindy at the church office atofficemanager@firstpresnewark.org with your contact information.

5

Presbyterian Women
Sandy Wenner, Pam Wunder

Presbyterian Women present
“Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord”

June 7th 7:00 pm
Psalm100: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness,
Come before His presence with singing.
Everyone, YES,
EVERYONE is invited to
join us to enjoy an
evening of FREE
entertainment!
(and maybe a cookie or two?)

Music by the
Sweet Adelines

EVENING SCHEDULE
6:45 Refreshments (Cookies)
7:00 Music by the Sweet Adelines
7:45 15 min break- Refreshments
8:00 PW General Meeting
Election/Installation of Officers for ‘22-‘23
In-person in MHW
and Live-Stream on YouTube

Deacons
Jane Moore

Plan to come join us for the annual Strawberry Picnic!

Come enjoy fellowship and good food !
June 12, 2022 at 11:00 AM after the Sunday Service.
Since we have not had the opportunity to host this event the last couple of years due to COVID,
we are asking for everyone planning to attend to please complete the RSVP on the link below so
we can plan to have enough food for all! Any questions, please contact Jan Huckleberry.
Thank you!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TFH9YLX
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Hope Dining Room
Willee Short
We have good news! Hope will open in June. We will serve at the tables as we did in the past. There will be no
take outs, just sit, relax and eat a fine hot lunch. We have all been waiting for this for a long time, we
have missed the clients. One problem, we may need more help. Iif you can help us ,please give me a call, 302
369-6430. Thank you

Helping Hand
Steve Hardwick
Food for the hungry and hope for the homeless

May Collection—Kingswood Food Closet
Bags passed out on Sunday, May 15th and collected on Sunday, May 22nd.
Priority needs include: Oodles of Noodles packages, Small (4 oz) jars of peanut butter and jelly, Tuna salad/
crackers/chicken salad/Crackers, Individual sized Jell-O, pudding or fruit cups, Small containers of crackers and
cookies, Ready-to-eat foods with pop-top or screw tops, Pop Tarts, small packages of juice.
Also welcome: checks, made out to: "First Presbyterian Church”, Memo line: Kingswood Methodist - Food
Closet"

Adult Education
Melody Bock
Many of us know the Lord’s Prayer by heart. It’s frequently part of our
Sunday service at church. We remember it as the prayer that Jesus taught his
disciples. But do we really understand and appreciate the meaning and power
of its words, what we ask of God each time we pray it?
Come explore the Lord’s Prayer, it richness and meaning, through a 6-week
video series by Adam Hamilton, which started April 24 at 7:00 pm via Zoom.
Come join us! We will be breaking for the summer after this study. Watch
for upcoming fall plans later this summer.
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Graduation 2022

Do you have a child, spouse or even yourself that will be graduating this spring? Please email requested
information below, along with a picture to:
cindyrogers@firstpresnewark.org or fill out this form and drop off/mail at the church office.
We are looking forward to recognizing our graduates during the 10:00 a.m. service on June 5h. Please
plan to join us!
Name:__________________________________________________________________________
Graduating from: (circle one)

High School

College

School Graduating From:___________________________________________________________
Future Plans:____________________________________________________________________

Memorial Day—Labor Day
Office Hours are
Monday—Friday
9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
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Children’s Learning
Darlene Newsom
The last day for Sunday School before our usual summer break will be Sunday, May 22. We have enjoyed
seeing the children return to Sunday School these past few months.
Over the summer, there will be a link to a special summer Sunday School lesson each month for the months of
June, July, and August. This will be available on the Sunday link email that is posted each Sunday, beginning
on Sunday, June 5th. We hope the children will enjoy these special summer lessons and continue their growth
in faith.
In September, Sunday School will resume in the Lower Sanctuary. More information will be emailed to
parents in August. Announcements will also be included in the various church communications then.
The entire Sunday School teachers and staff wish all families a very joyous and healthy summer!

Thank you…..
•

Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for the support in the form of prayers, cards, gifts and general
well wishes that I enjoyed following my hip replacement surgery and subsequent recovery. It was very
inspiring to feel the Christian love from all of you. I feel very blessed. In Christ’s love, Bob Wunder

•

I truly appreciate FPC allowing me to be baptized. It was a wonderful first step for Dom and I in our
future and married life. Please tell your church members that I appreciated their kind words and warm
welcome. Katelyn McCabe

•

We wish to thank all of the church family members for the prayers, messages of support during Karl's last
days on this earth. It was a long painful journey but we are all at peace. Janet and Sharon Fickeissen

•

I want to thank everyone for the cards, calls, and most of all for your prayers after my recent hospital
stays. Also, thank you Pastor Eric for your timely visit. There are times when everything can feel overwhelming and it is hard to pray, but knowing so many of you were praying for me was so comforting. It is
such a blessing to be a part of our church family knowing how we support each other. Judy Baker

•

Dear Family in Faith, Saying Thank You doesn’t adequately express our gratitude for everything you have
done for us during this difficult time after the passing of our son, Brian. The prayers, that began when Brian went into the hospital, the phone calls and visits to lift our spirits, the delicious meals for nourishment,
the prayer shawls to wrap us in love, and the many cards with kind words and messages of sympathy have
all meant so much to us. We are blessed to be part of this congregation. With deep appreciation, Bob,
Sandy, Kim and the Wenner Family
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2

Beth Dryden, Emily Ferris

3

Jonalynn Brady, Megan
Connell

4

John Farnum, Terry Politi

5

Rayanne Brady

9

Jackie Evers

10 Gwen Challburg
11 Allison Rogers
12 Geraldine Jacobs
13 Lauren Annett
14 Joni Boyd, Tyler Sheldon,
Kristina Wingard
15 Alice Vernier
17 Sandy Boyce, Joe Kowalski
18 Alek Gliwa, Ken Lewis,
Wanda Reese
19 Samantha Clowson
20 Stephanie Birdsall, Scarlett
Malgiero

Olen and Sandy Boyce
May 2
Dick and Joan Hourigan
May 6
Mike and Rosemarie Beron
May 11
Bill and Karen Thompson
May 14
Joe and Erin Challburg
May 15
Melinda and Jeff Connell
May 15
Larry and Elaine Benson
May 28
Barbara and John Winter
May 28
David and Jackie Evers
May 30
Jim Annett and Fiona Gowers
May 31
Carlton and Martha Tappan
May 31

The Families of:
† Sue Chantler
† Victor Klemas

Prayer Concerns or Needs?
You can use the prayer card in
the pews, contact the church
office or use our prayer email:
prayers @firstpresnewark.org
Please let us know if you would
like them kept confidential.

The deadline for the
Summer (June/July/
August) Heart Beat is
May 15

21 Jim Newsom
23 Lea McMurtry
25 Olen Boyce
26 Adalyn Bedford
29 Jerry Holt

30 Jean Wright
31 Jim Wilburn

Carlton Tappan
Foulk Manor North
Room 2204
1212 Foulk Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19803
Martha Tappan
Room 202
Betty Thompson
4925 Battery Lane
Apt. 708
Bethesda, MD 20814
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2
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Cub Pack 56-MHW
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Den Meeting-MHW

9
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
Hope Dining Room
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Cub Pack 56-MHW
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Den Meeting-MHW

16
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Cub Pack 56-MHW
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Den Meeting-MHW

23
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Cub Pack 56-MHW
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Den Meeting-MHW

30
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Cub Pack 56-MHW
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Den Meeting-MHW

Sacrament of Communion
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Children's Sunday
School-LS
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Confirmation Class-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Education ClassZoom
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10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Children's Sunday
School-LS
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Confirmation Class-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Education ClassZoom
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10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Children's Sunday
School-LS
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Congregational meetingMHW
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Confirmation Class-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Education ClassZoom
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10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Children's Sunday
School-LS
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Congregational meetingMHW
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Confirmation Class-Zoom
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Troop 56 Court of HonorMHW
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Education ClassZoom
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10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Worship - Sanctuary
12:30 PM - 1:30 PM Confirmation Class-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Adult Education ClassZoom

Monday

1

Sunday

31

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Trustees-Zoom

24

10:00 AM - 12:00
PM PW Circles 1
and 3
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
PW Circles 2 and 4
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
PW Circle 5

17

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Deacon's - MH
Rms.3/4 -Hybrid
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Finance Mtg.-Zoom
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Worship - Zoom
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10:00 AM - 11:30
AM Music Team
Meeting
10:00 AM - 11:30
AM PW CT - MH
Rms 3/4 Hybrid
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Tuesday

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Prayer Group-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Handbells-Sanctuary
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Session-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Troop
56-MHW

25

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Prayer Group-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Handbells-Sanctuary
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Troop
56-MHW

18

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Prayer Group-Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Communication TeamLibrary
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Handbells-Sanctuary
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Session MDM-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Troop
56 Committee-MHE Gliwa
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Troop
56-MHW
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9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Prayer Group-Zoom
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Handbells-Sanctuary
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Troop
56-MHW
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM West-
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Wednesday

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Adult
Choir-LS CR

26

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM HR TeamMH Library
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Adult
Choir-LS CR

19

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Adult
Choir-LS CR

12

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM Circle of
Care-MHW Gliwa
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Admin.
- MH Library
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Adult
Choir-LS CR
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Children

5

Thursday

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Finance/Bill Pay - Zoom

27

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Finance/Bill Pay - Zoom

20

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Finance/Bill Pay - Zoom
10:00 AM Klemas Service-Veteran's Cemetary

13

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Finance/Bill Pay - Zoom

6

Friday

28

21

14

7

Saturday
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A nurturing
community in
Jesus Christ
reflecting God’s love
for the world as we
Worship, Grow and
Serve.

First Presbyterian Church
292 West Main Street
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 731-5644
Email: fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org
Website: firstpresnewark.org
Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Interim Pastor
Rev. Eric Markman
pastor@firstpresnewark.org
cell: 603-770-3239

Administration Team
Cindy Rogers, Office Manager
officemanager@firstpresnewark.org
Worship Team
Rodney Cleveland, Organist, Choir/Handbell Director
Larry Benson, Praise Team Music Leader

Structure Leadership
Bob Black, Treasurer
Harvey Conner, Financial Secretary
Nancy Lewis , Clerk of Session
Jane Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons
Ron Olson, President, Board of Trustees
John Bock President, Westminster Management
Sandy Wenner and Pam Wunder. Co-Moderators,
Presbyterian Women
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