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A mandatory inclusionary zoning ordinance would be an 
effective way for Newark to say to developers: 

‘When you build here, you have to build for more than 
above market renters.’
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During the presentation, Renee Bensley referenced the 
public workshops and said, ‘Inclusionary zoning received 

support from the public but is largely opposed by 
developers.’ (paraphrased)
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Inclusionary zoning made the grant request but it was 
lowest on the list and it was mentioned that they will 

tackle the issues in order of priority.

It could fall off the table.
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The request came back to council on March 23, with the developers 
offering several amendments to the project, including the southern 
part (closest to existing small buildings and single family dwellings) 
only being 4 stories, and offering to make 5 of the units affordable 

(out of 150). 
The rezoning was approved, and the proposal for the building itself 

is due to the planning commission by April 2027.
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Council members and affordable housing:

• John Suchanec – strongest advocate, the only council member to push for 
inclusionary zoning

• Corinth Ford – affordable housing advocate but focused only on keeping 
existing affordable housing and finding best land for new units

• The others are not clear or do not support/understand inclusionary zoning
• Two new council members are unknown on this issue
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About making public comment
• Most effective: Show up and speak in person
 Usually only 3 minutes. Register on a clipboard when you walk in. Required to introduce yourself and your  
 district/address, etc. Share a story. Be concise and to the point. Repeat your ask at least once.

 Council meetings are usually several hours. Plan accordingly and pay attention to where the item is on the agenda. 

 Some Monday evenings, 7:00 p.m., municipal building off of S. Main St.

• Still OK: Show up and speak virtually
• Not effective: Submitting written comment to be read into the record at the 

meeting
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What’s probably most needed right now: personal contact with 
your council members in between meetings.
Email, call, meet for coffee. Community office hours?
Also, comment on the Comp Plan!
https://publicinput.com/newarkcompplan
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