
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

This Week’s Worship – August 23, 2026 

Ushers: Vickie Pierson-Perry, Phyllis Biddle, Sarah 

Huckleberry, Paul Biddle  

Liturgist: Kaitlin Douglas 

Closer:   Paul Biddle 

Counters: Harvey Conner, Francis Kwansa   

You Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/U

CMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA 

  

Website 

www.firstpresnewark.org 

 

Church Calendar 

click here 

 Online giving through PayPal  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Worship – August 30, 2026 

Ushers: Wade Catts, Bob Wunder, Mimi 

Lovelace, Pam Wunder 

Liturgist: Nancy Lewis 

Closer: Wade Catts 

Counters: Kevin Thomson, Mimi Lovelace 

  

 

Office Hours 

Tuesday through Friday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

August 21, 2026 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMgrt0yHvgOjUPphSOFgxxA
https://73901153.view-events.com/


THE CHANCEL FLOWERS DONATED BY 

 

RICK AND JUDY AGNELLO 

IN HONOR OF OUR 60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

ANNIVERSARY DATE 8/20/1966 

 

  

  

  

 

    

 

Flowers can be dedicated in honor or memory of a family 

member, friend or loved one. You may keep or donate 

them.  Please sign up on the Chancel Flowers Donor Sign-

up Form located in the Narthex to indicate your preference. 

   

Checks, clearly identified for chancel flowers, may be 

placed in the weekly offering plate or brought to the church 

office.  Please note on the check whether you will keep or 

donate both flowers or keep one and donate the other. 

  

Chancel Flowers $31.00 
 

 



Scripture reading for Sunday, August 23rd, 2026 
 

1st SCRIPTURE READING - Isaiah 51: 1-6 (p.594)  
“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: 
Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which 
you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave 
you birth. When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him 
and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look 
with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her 
wastelands like the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found 
in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to me, my people; 
hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will 
become a light to the nations. 5 My righteousness draws near 
speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the 
nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up 
your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will 
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its 
inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation will last forever, my 
righteousness will never fail. 
  

2ND SCRIPTURE READING - Matthew 16: 13-20 (p.798) 
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, 

“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you 

say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, 

for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 

heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was 

the Messiah.  



  



 



Results From Church Land Use Survey 

A listening session was held after worship service on July 12th to assess the congregation’s desire to engage with 

potential offers for use of our church land, should any come to us. The church property is roughly 14 acres, of which 

5 to 8 possibly could be used for housing or some other purpose. Alternatively, if the congregation prefers, we could 

leave the land untouched for now. 

A number of opinions were expressed during the listening session, some favoring to sell, lease, or donate the land 

and others favoring to leave the land untouched for now. After the meeting, a survey was sent out. The results of 

that survey are presented below in brief. 

With 47 responses received, the results were 25 (53%) in favor of being open to receiving proposals to sell, lease, 

or donate the land, should any come to us, while 22 (47%) prefer to leave the land untouched, at least for now. This 

is essentially a split opinion, with neither option having a significant majority. 

In addition to the survey vote, respondents were invited to provide comments on the topic. Many chose to do so, 

and these comments generally settled into a few main themes, which are given below. 

If we were to sell or lease the land: 

• Income from the sale/lease should benefit the church budget and our ministries 

 

• Development must not impact current church land uses—e.g, parking lot or Remembrance Garden 

 

• There must be a clause to prevent 3rd party selling 

 

• Selling/leasing would decrease some current costs (e.g., sewer) and bring income to the budget that would 

help offset declining membership/VIF 

 

• Higher preference to sell/lease than donate 

Prefer to keep the land untouched for now: 

• Leave the land as a green space and natural habitat for animals 

 

• Would like to know what Lang plans to do with the country club property in 4 years; might be best partner 

for us in terms of ease of access 

This discussion will continue at the upcoming Affordable Housing Forum, to be held on August 30th in Memorial 

Hall West after worship service. The forum will address housing needs in our community and feature presentations 

by Habitat For Humanity and Newark Co-Housing. Lunch will be provided. We hope that you will plan to attend. 

  



News Flash from Dinanga Church! 

 

Sunday, August 9th, was also a special and joyous day at Dinanga Parish. 

 

- 10 catechumens (6 baptized and 4 confirmed) 

- 6 new members were baptized, and 5 other Presbyterians from churches belonging to 

the Protestant platform (Church of Christ in Congo) were received and confirmed as 

members of Dinanga Church. 

 

- 5 babies were baptized 

- We concluded with the celebration of Holy Communion! 

 

The service was very active and filled with the presence of the Holy Spirit. To God alone 

be the glory! 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a Drummer!! 

 

The praise team is seeking a drummer to join us on Sunday mornings. We gather at 8:45 

AM for rehearsal. The church has a digital drum set that we use during services and for our 

weekly YouTube videos. 

If you’re interested in sharing your talents, please contact Larry Benson at 

praiseleader@firstpresnewark.org.  Peace, Larry 

 

Looking for Liturgists!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Help proclaim God’s Word by volunteering to be a Sunday worship liturgist!  Any and all are 

invited to help lead our worship service!  No prior training or experience is required, and Pastor 

Dan will answer any questions you may have.  Helping to lead worship is a wonderfully fulfilling 

experience and a great way to deepen your relationship with the congregation and our Lord.  Call 

or text Pastor Dan at 302-731-5644 or 484-557-9838. 

 

Looking for work!! 

 

An Afghani man who STAR Foundation has been assisting needs 

employment This gentleman has applied for but has not received his Green 

Card. He is handy and is happy to do work around the house such as yard 

work, helping to move furniture, do simple repairs, etc. The suggested rate 

of pay is $20.00 per hour. If you need work done around your home and 

are interested, please contact Nancy Lewis or the church office. Thank you. 

 

 

mailto:praiseleader@firstpresnewark.org


 

An Afghan family with six kids aged 19 to 7, just moved to Newark this July.  Their father passed away 

in June, and they moved here because they have family in Newark.  They need furniture and blankets and 

towels.  The family also really needs school desks for the children.  

If you have anything you could donate, please contact Nancy Lewis at 302-598-5021.   

Thank you.   

 

H O P E   D I N I N G   R O O M   N E W S 

  

As many of you know our church serves lunch at the Hope Dining Room once per month on the second 

Monday.   We provide a well-balanced hot meal to whomever comes in.  Our team includes Willee and 

Paul Short, Jane McAlpine, Kathleen Jolly, Steve Hardwick, Jim and Vickie Pierson Perry, Stephanie 

Birdsall, Greg Hills and me. 

  

Our Presbyterian Pasta is delicious and we generally always have someone come to the kitchen window 

and thank us and tell us that lunch was good.  Along with the pasta, we provide mixed vegetables, a salad, 

a roll, butter and some cookies (unless we have left over strawberry short cake).  Milk is available as well. 

  

Donations are the funding source for our meals.  If you are inclined to contribute, please make your checks 

out to: 

  

               First Presbyterian Church Hope Dining Room 

  

There is a mailbox for Hope Dining Room in the office or you can just hand me the check and I will 

deposit it swiftly. 

  

On behalf of our dining guests, our team thanks you for your generous support.  

 

Mimi Lovelace 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Come and join us!! 

Adult Discipleship recently began a new short study on 

the book of Esther.  If you’ve ever found yourself stuck in 

distressing circumstances and didn’t know which way to 

turn, you can identify with Esther! Come learn more about 

this remarkable woman, and how her choices can apply to us 

today. 



 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 



An ABBA Candlelight Experience - Newark, DE – Saturday, September 12th 

 

➢ 3 Shows – 4:30 PM, 6:30PM and 8:30PM 

➢ FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEWARK, 292 West Main St., Newark, 

DE  19711 

➢ Tickets Prices: $27.50 -77.50 

Go to:  www.lumos-experiences.com 

Select US 

Scroll down to NEWARK, DE 

Next to Saturday 12th September, select BUY TICKETS 

Click on ENTER PROMO CODE, then a box appears before the word APPLY 

CODE, enter WELCOME15, which will give you a 15% discount 

Select your time and showing and quantity of tickets below 

Then click GET TICKETS 

The next screen requires you to register for a FATSOMA account with your First Name, 

Last Name, Email and Password.  Keep this information for future use.  

Electronic tickets should come to your email. 

 

NEW SHOW ADDED:      4:30 PM – 5:30 PM  

 

  

http://www.lumos-experiences.com/


 

SEPTEMBER 13TH 

CHURCH TACOS AFTER THE SERVICE 

BEGINNING OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 



 



  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

September 5th— Presbyterian Woman 

 

 

 

October 3rd—Session 

 

 

 

November 7th —UD / Community Engagement Committee 

 

 

 

 December 5th —Hope Dining Room  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 

  



 



August 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

10:00am - 11:00am Worship - 

Sanctuary  

11:30am - 12:30pm Adult 

Spiritual Development  

27 

4:00pm - 

6:00pm Food for 

Success  

28 29 

9:00am - 

10:00am Prayer 

Group-Zoom  

12:00pm - 

1:00pm Band of 

Brothers-Library  

30 31 

4:00pm - 

6:00pm Food for 

Success  

1 

8:00am - 

9:00am First 

Breakfast - 

Chancel choir & 

Praise Team  

1:30pm - 3:30pm 

FPC-N Women's 

Chesapeake 

Boatride  

2 

Sacrament of Communion  

10:00am - 11:00am Worship - 

Sanctuary  

11:30am - 12:30pm Adult 

Spiritual Development  

3 4 5 

9:00am - 

10:00am Prayer 

Group-Zoom  

12:00pm - 

1:00pm Band of 

Brothers-Library  

6 7 8 

9 

10am - 11am Worship 

Sanctuary – Ordination & 

Installations 

11:30am - 12:30pm Adult 

Spiritual Development  

10 

12:00pm - 

1:00pm Hope 

Dining Room  

4:00pm - 

6:00pm Food for 

Success  

11 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Deacon's - 

Library - Zoom  

7:00pm - 9:30pm 

Finance Mtg.-

Zoom  

12 

9:00am - 

10:00am Prayer 

Group-Zoom  

12:00pm - 

1:00pm Band of 

Brothers-Library  

13 

12:00pm - 

1:00pm - Ladies 

Lunch Bunch  

3:00pm - 4:00pm 

HR Team- MH 

Library  

14 

4:00pm - 

6:00pm Food for 

Success  

15 

11am Evelyn 

Hayes Memorial 

(Sanctuary)  

Luncheon- MWH 

immediately 

after. 
 

16 

10:00am - 11:00am Worship - 

Sanctuary  

11:30am - 12:30pm Adult 

Spiritual Development  

17 

 

7-9PM  

Session Mtg - 

Parlor 

18 19 

9:00am - 

10:00am Prayer 

Group-Zoom  

12:00pm - 

1:00pm Band of 

Brothers-Library  

20 21 22 

23 

10:00am - 11:00am Worship - 

Sanctuary  

11:30am - 12:30pm Adult 

Spiritual Development  

24 

4:00pm - 

6:00pm Food for 

Success  

25 26 

9:00am - 

10:00am Prayer 

Group-Zoom  

12:00pm - 

1:00pm Band of 

Brothers-Library  

27 

12:00 pm –    

1:00 pm -  Ladies 

Lunch Bunch 

28 

4:00pm - 

6:00pm Food for 

Success  

29 

30 

10:00am - 11:00am Worship - 

Sanctuary  

11:30am - 3:00pm Newark 

Housing Forum for 

Congregation  

31 1 

10:00am - 

11:30am PW CT - 

MH Parlor  

2 

9:00am - 

10:00am Prayer 

Group-Zoom  

12:00pm - 

1:00pm Band of 

Brothers-Library  

3 4 5 

8:00am - 

9:00am First 

breakfast - 

Presbyterian 

Women  

 

 



 

 

                    

BIRTHDAYS 

Mallory Kowalski    August 1 
Steve Breffitt     August 2 
Kern Piser     August 2 
Sarah Huckleberry    August 3 
Kaitlin Douglas     August 6 
Sandy Wenner     August 7 
Marianne Piser     August 10 
Morgan Habbert    August 12 
Dennis Jacobs     August 12 
Bob Wenner     August 12 
Don Tancredi     August 13 
Dave Evers     August 15 
Carol Aftosmis     August 16 
Matt Reyne     August 16 
Brian Ruiter     August 16 
Grace Ferry     August 23 
Jane McAlpine     August 24 
Kenneth Kincaid    August 28 
Kim Habbert      August 29 

Sally Hamilton     August 30 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

David & Paula Berkebile   August 13, 1966  60 years 
 Steve & Brenda Breffitt   August 14, 1971  55 years 

Harvey & Lorraine Conner   August 14, 1971  55 years 
Rick & Judy Agnello    August 20, 1966  60 years 
Matt & Lynn Reyne    August 20, 1966  60 years 
Russell & Gloria Zehnacker   August 21, 1971  55 years 
Ronald & Carol Olson    August 30, 1969  57 years 

 

                     



 



 

  

Worship Services are in compliance with U. S. Copyright Act in accordance with CCLI 

License Number 311658.  Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this 

service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-735612. All rights reserved. 

PASTOR:   Dan McKenty 

          Email: pastor@firstpresnewark.org  

OFFICE MANAGER:   Marchelle Folks 

          Email: officemanager@firstpresnewark.org  

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR:   Helen Shores Jones 

          Email:  officeadmin@firstpresnewark.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY:   Harvey Conner 

          Email: finansec@firstpresnewark.org 

TREASURER:   Allen Sievert 

          Email: treasurer@firstpresnewark.org 

CHOIR DIRECTOR:   Christian Hendricks 

          Email: musicdirector@firstpresnewark.org 

PRAISE TEAM LEADER:   Larry Benson 

          Email: praiseleader@firstpresnewark.org 

AV TEAM:   Andre Corbitt, Dave Evers, Jim Pierson-Perry, and Kerry Slinkard 

  

WEBSITE: www.firstpresnewark.org 

PHONE: 302-731-5644 

EMAIL: fpchurch@firstpresnewark.org 

PRAYER EMAIL: prayers@firstpresnewark.org 

ONLINE GIVING: https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/ 

                           (Copy link to your web browser) 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:  First Presbyterian Church of Newark 

  

OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday-Friday 9:00 am- 1:00 pm  

LIST OF OFFICERS BY CLASS 

  

Session     Clerk—Jim Pierson Perry 

Class of 2027: Stan Blair, Melody Bock, Pat Nelson, Bob Wunder 

Class of 2028: Carolyn Morton, Kern Piser, Mark Sisk 

Class of 2029: Lois Huggins, Nancy Lewis, Jim Pierson-Perry 

  

Deacons     Moderator—Greg Hills 

Class of 2027: Kaitlin Douglas, Greg Hills, Melanie Sipko, Fe Wright 

Class of 2028: Judy Agnello, Kim Raff, Ann Roybal, Pam Wunder 

Class of 2029: Julia Blair, Jennifer Dube, Sarah Huckleberry 
  

      
  

https://firstpresnewark.org/giving-at-fpc-n/


 


